THE GITKSAN 
WET SUWET EN 
TITLE ACTION 


"I wanted to ask them (Province of B.C. and Canada) where 
their geneologies were... where their ancestors are 
buried... where they came from!" 
Gisdaywa (like a mountain goat) 

A landmark land claims trial is now taking place in 
Vancouver for title and jurisdiction over 22,000 square 
miles of territory in Northwestern B.C.. The Gitksan 
(people of the misty/mouldy river) and Wet'suwet'en 
(people of the lower river) peoples are taking the pro- 
vincial and federal governments to court to win ownership 
and jurisdiction over the land, with which they have 
lived and respected since at least the last ice age, over 
10,000 years ago. The court battle for control of the 
area of the Skeena and Bulkley River watersheds, is a 
reaffirmation of the foundations on which their societies 
have been built from time immemorial. 

The Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en peoples maintian they have 
never yielded their ownerhip and jurisdiction of the terr- 
itory. Never have they signed a treaty, or in any real 
sense yielded to the newcomers' legal system. The Prov- 
ince of B.C., for over 100 years, has refused to negotiate 
land claims settlements with any of the aboriginal peoples 
of this province. 

The occupying governments have acquired the services of 
a high powered law firm to ensure continued uncontested 
"domination of the aboriginal peoples. They argue that the 
hereditary Chiefs no longer have any basis of authority, 
that they do not represent the people of their Houses, 
that they no longer have any instituted basis of law and 
jurisdiction, that they no longer are a distinct culture 

and that in fact they no longer exist as a distinct peoples. 
i "We don't feel we are going to lose because it doesn't 
- matter what the court says. We'll keep on fighting until 
the last breath of the last little Indian," said Yagalalh 
(line on the side of a hill) from the,clan of Laxgibuu 
(wolf) and the House of Spookx. The lawyers for the Chiefs 
have had to rely on the ada'ox to demonstrate unsurrendered 
ownership. Testimony before the system of injustice of 
the ada'ox came as no easy decision for these Chiefs. The 
ada'ox is a complex and sophisticated system of histories, 
the origins of names, sagas, symbols, myths, laws, gene- 
ologies, social rank and duties. The ada'ox is a fiercely 
guarded secret and to demonstrated publicly the sacred 
stories before the foreign system and alien court that 
have systematically, directly and indirectly, sought to 
obliterate their peoples and culture was a grave decision 
and an important step in the battle for justice. 


The Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en peoples have come Lu share 
an extremely complex social and legal system over the past 
several centuries. Both societies are matrilineal: all 
inheritance passes through the mother's line. The system 
is based on membership of the Clan and House. Some of the 
Clans are Wolf, Fireweed, Frog, Small Frog and Eagle. Each 
Clan is made up of Houses, based on family-type connections, 
which can have 10 to 50 members. Each house has a terri- 
tory on which it's members hunt, fish and gather berries. 
No-one can use another territory without the consent of 
it's Chief, who bears it's name. 


The perspectives of Gisday Wa (like a mountain goat) 
and Delgam Uukw (person who handles the copper shield) can 
best describe the two societies attitudes and approach in 
their address to Justice McEachern of the Supreme Court of 
BoC 

"For us, the ownership of territory is a marriage of 
the Chief and the land. Each Chief has an ancestor who 
encountered and acknowledged the life of the land. From 
such encounters come power. The land, the plants, the 
animals and the people all have spirit - they all must be 
shown respect. That is the basis of our law. 

The Chief is responsible for ensuring that all the people 
in his House respect the spirit in the land and in all liv- 
ing things. When a Chief directs his House properly and 
the laws are followed, then that original power can be re- 
created. That is the source of the Chief's authority. 
That authority is what gives the 54 plaintiff Chiefs the 
right to bring this action on behalf of their House members 
- all Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en people. That authority is 
what makes the Chiefs the real experts in this case. 

My power is carried in my llouse's histories, songs, 
dances and crests. It is recreated at the feast when the 
histories are told, the songs and dances performed and the 
crests displayed. With the wealth that comes from respect- 
ful use of the territory, the House feeds the name of the 
Chief in the feast hall. In this way, the law, the Chief, 
the territory and the feast become one. The unity of the 
Chief's authority and his House's ownership of its terri- 
tory are witnessed and thus affirmed by the other Chiefs 
at the feast. 

By following the law, the power flows from the land to 
the people through the Chief; by using the wealth of the 
territory, the House feasts its Chief so he can properly 
fulfill the law. This cycle has been repeated on my land 
for thousands of years. The histories of my House are 
always being added to. My presence in this courtroom to- 
day will add to my Houses's power, as it adds to the power 
of the other Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en Chiefs who will 
appear here or who will witness the proceedings. All of 
our roles, including yours, wil be remembered in the his- 
tories that will be told by my grandchildren. Through 
the witnessing of all the histories, century after century, 
we have exercised our jurisdiction A 
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The Europeans did not want to know our histories; they 
did not respect our laws or our ownership of our territor- 
ies. This ignorance and this disrespect continues. The 
former Delgam Uukw Albert Tait, advised the Chiefs not to 
come into this court with their regalia and their crest- 
blankets. Here, he said, the Chiefs will not receive the 
proper respect from the government. If they are wearing 
their regalia, then the shame of the disrespect will be 
costly to erase. 

Officials who are not accountable to this land, its 
laws or its owners have attempted to displace our laws 
with legislation and regulations. The politicians have 
consciously blocked each path within their system that 
we take toassert our title. ‘The courts, until perhaps 
now, have similarly denied our exestance. In you legal 
system, how will you deal with the idea that the Chiefs 
own the land? The attempts to quash our laws and extin- 


THEY WILL CARRY ON THE STRENGTH 
AND THE POWER OF THE LAND. 
THEY WILL HOLD THE TRUTH. 


OUR CRESTS, OUR POLES, 
OUR BLANKETS, OUR LAND 


"THAT'S OUR MARK. 
BIG WITNESS FOR EVERYBODY 
ALL OVER THE WORLD." 


Segoe 
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guish our system have been unsuccessful. Gisday Wa has 
not been extinguished. 

If the Canadian legal system has not recognised our 
ownership and jurisdiction but at the same time not ex- 
tinguished it, what has been done with it? Judges and 
legislators have taken the reality of aboriginal title 
as we know it and tried to wrap it in something called 
aboriginal rights. An aboriginal rights package can be 
put on the shelf to be forgotten or to be endlessly de- 
bated at Constitutional Conferences. We are not inter- 
ested in asserting aboriginal rights - we are here to 
discuss territory and authority. When this case ends 
and the package has been unwrapped, it will have to be 
our ownership and our jurisdiction under our law that is 
on the table." 

Walking into the courtroom to witness this spectacle 
was a humbling experience. Tears of anger, sadness and 
respect welled to my eyes as I saw the patience, dignity, 
wisdon and respect of the Chiefs as they were forced to 
repeat over and again how they have lived and respected 
each other and the Earth, to a barrage of racially biased 
cross-examination from crown lawyers. One can feel the 
life of the people in the face of the hypocracy of the 
system that now struggles to repress it, one more time. 
Over and again the court sights discrepancies of terri- 
torial boundaries marked on maps to prove ineffectiveness 
of House control of territory. Over and again the witness 
testifies that one cannot know the land through a map. 
One must be there and see the land to know it's detail. 
At one point, Jeff Plant, lawyer for the Province attempt- 
ed to get Tenimgyet (half man, half bear), Bitwangak 
Lazgibuu Clan Chief to agree that moose prefer clear- 


cut logging sites, grown over with brush to natural forest. 


Tenimgyet replied that no, the moose does not like to be 
in the open space, and it cannot pass easily through the 
unnaturally dense growth. The moose likes natural forest. 
The crown would try and prove the carnage and theft of 
land and resources since the arrival of whites, has ben- 
ifitted the original peoples. 


Did You get a permit 
from the game warden 
Xo hunt goat there? 


No, It is my territory 
that is why L hunt there, 


Are you aware of the fact 
that the government does 
this To keep Track of the 


animals killed in an area? 


T also have this vule 
I like To know how 


| many goats or animals 


vore Taken from my land. 


At the same time the Chiefs find themselves in a fam- 
iliar situation; between a rock and a hard place. The 
crown maintains that to fish, hunt, trap without liscence 
from occupying authorities is to break Federal and Pro- 
vincial laws and is subject to punishment. At the same 
time the main thrust of the state's proof of no authority 
is that the native peoples have been getting permits from 
the government to carry out their ancestral ways, thereby 
acknowledging the state as authority and final arbitrator 
of control. The clear-cutting of immense valleys is prooi 
the crown uses, that it has been de facto ruler. 

Recently, Chief Luulak (ghost) and supporting Gitksan 
Hereditary Chiefs, deemed extraction and utilization of 
resources on their territory as illegal, thereby proving 
that they do not recognize the alleged provincial authori 
ty. On February 12th, Chief Gwis-Gyen (pitch) said, 

"It is appalling what the Ministry of Forests are doing t! 
us while our case is before the courts. .The logging in- 
dustry does not even rest on weekends or holidays, and 
they even work in the dark stealing the trees off our 
land. 


white Knewledae vs. native Knewitige 


LAW vs AYOOK - 


Equipment of a logging outfit that was on Luulak's 
territory was confiscated. Twenty four (24) hour notic 


had been given to have it removed. The logging contra 
ors claimed that the action of Luulak was ‘theft of ex- 
pensive equipment’.  Luulak replied "...you are tres- 


passing on Gitksan territory. You are stealing our tre 
It is our land, our resources and our laws." 

Spokesperson for Luulak, T'ax Ts'ox (tangled) stated 
that: "We gain nothing from the removal of trees from o 
territories. Our quarrel is not with the individual lo 
It is the Crown who gives logging permits to people to 
destroy our trees. The method of present day logging i 
one of rape and carnage. Clearcuts destroy our trap- 
lines, our hunting grounds, our medicinal plant gatneri 
areas; our sacred places. Clearcuts affect the water, 
creates erosion and destroys fish habitat. The natural 
cycles are broken. Not only is the land clearcut, but 
is then burned, scraped and sprayed with pesticides. 


This has got to stop now. The land cannot absorb this 
punishment. We are a caring and peaceful people. We 
care about our children and the health of the environment 
they will inherit. Both Indian and non-Indians have a 
moral responsibility to be proper guardians of the land." 

The Hereditary Chiefs now realize that to continue to 
submit to alien state control of their territories, is 
not only see the destruction of the land and people, it is 
also to be used against them in court by agents of the 
same state, They have begun to assert control by block- 
ading roads, confiscating logging equipment or demand- 
ing the removal of hardware from territory. On February 
llth: The Gitwasgak Chiefs announced today that the Pro- 
vince of British Columbia can no longer alienate resources 
on their House Territories without their consent. 

"We are asking the logging contractors if they have 
obtained the permission of the chiefs to log on Gitwangak 
House Territories, and if not; notice is given today for 
the contractors to stop logging until the contractors 
come before the Gitwangak Chiefs for permission", the 
Gitwangak Chiefs said. 


In March the Chiefs of Kispiox (the hiding place) 
blockaded the road in their heavily logged valley that saw 
a truck loaded with logs, leave every ten minutes. B.C.'s 
Attorney General, Brian Smith, responded with a show of 
force that brought 35 RCMP from throughout the northern 
region to repress this exercise in hereditary jurisdict- 
ional control. 

In many ways, the Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en have al- 
ready won this case and made history. Ardythe Wilson 
states: "When we started to prepare, we didn't prepare 
to take the governments to court. We prepared to make 
our people stronger. We do the work as much as possible 
at home. We rely on a lot of professionals for their ex- 
pertise, but in the process, all the people who have been 
beaten and subdued by the imposed systems of the reserves 
and everything else that goes along with it, have picked 
themselves up and dusted themselves off, and have seen 
that maybe there is hope, maybe there is life after death. 

"Now, people are becoming trained and skilled. Re- 
gardless of how the court case turns out, the movement has 
Started to take place and we are now becoming skilled. 

The Gitksan and Wet'Suwet'en have become very strong in 
the process simply because we have had to. Simply to 
address this court case." 

The court battle, barring unexpected developments, 
will continue for several years, with the loser of the 
first trial appealing to the B.C. Court of Appeal, whose 
outcome will then uncoubtably be appealed to the Supreme 
Court of Canada. After that it is possible for the World 
Courts to hear a case if needed. 
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Other national eyes will also be on the outcome of the 
Gitksan - Wet'sunwet'en case. The millions of people who 
constitue what has been called the Fourth World -  Austral- 
ian aborigines, Maoris of New Zealand, Indian peoples 
across United States, the so-called Tribals of the Indian 
sub-continent as well as hundreds of cultures in South 
America and Africa - all share a long-standing claim on 
the nations by which they find themselves surrrounded. 
All the societies of the Fourth World seek recognition 
for their jurisdictions, lands and, in some cases, their 
right to exist at all. 

The Gitksan Wet'suwet'en Tribal Council would appre- 
ciate very much, a show of support through attendance at 
the trial in Vancouver. Testimony resumes April 25th and 
continues through the end of June, every weekday from 
10:00 to 12:30 and 2:00 till 4:00 in courtroom #53 of the 
Law Courts on Hornby Street. 


This middle-class, white male writer can testify that 
there is much of interest, inspiration and knowledge to be 
gained by those of the occupying society's attendance at 
the trial. 

The Tribal Council is also in dire need of other forms 
of support, both material, moral and financial. For more 
information write: Head Office: P.O. Box 229, Hazelton, 
B.C. VOJ 1YO. Tel: 842-6511 Fax: 842-6828. 

Vancouver Office: #303 - 865 Hornby, 
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2G3. Tel: 682-1990 Fax: 682-8752. 


Ardythe Wilson, GWIC (604) 682-1990 


Glen 


"I'm changing my plea and uh, in terms of 
reasons, the left hand side of my face is kicked 
in, I'm blind in one eye, I've got a broken 
eardrum, my left collarbone sticks out, I've 
got twelve holes in my guts, I've got four cuts 
on my feet, and I'm tired. So I'm copping a 
guilty to all charges. There's your reason and 
there's my plea." 

"Mr. Gallant, I take you're pleading guilty 
to all three charges." 

"All three charges." 

The trial for the murders of the three guards 
on July 25, 1982. 

Jason Gallant, one of the prisoners held in 
segregation and tortured in the aftermath of 
the incident in Archambault Penitentiary. 


On July 25th, 1982, Archambault Institution, 

a maximum security penitentiary in Ste-Anne-des- 
Plaines, outside of Montréal, Québec, was the site 
of a violent incident that left 5 men dead. As 
with any incident of this kind, much regarding 

the events themselves remains unclear. However, 
five subsequent inquiries (see resource list at 
end of article) allow us a certain degree of clar- 
ity as to what actually occurred. At approximately 
11:00 PM, as prisoners were returning to their 
cells from the yard or gym, Christian Perreault, 
23, and Yvon Martin, 39, both of whom were serving 
25 year minimum life sentences and whom had been 
refused a sentence appeal in the previous week, 
took two guards hostage in an escape attempt. The 
two prisoners then demanded that they be allowed 
to leave the prison with their hostages, whom they 
claimed they would otherwise kill. The officer in 
the Control Unit refused to open the doors. It 
was at this point that Perrault and Martin all- 
egedly killed their two hostages, David Van Den 
Abeele, 36, and Denis Rivard, 27. 

At approximately this time a prisoner broke 
the glass of the Control Unit window with a broom 
handle and the guard responsible fled. This al- 
lowed prisoners free access to the prison. Some 
prisoners armed themselves with tools from the 
industrial section, and acetylene torches were 
used to start fires. 

At around this time the 'Commando du Group 
d'Intervention’ (Emergency Response Team - an in- 
ternal prison riot squad) arrived on the scene, 
followed shortly thereafter by ambulances and 60 
squad cars of le Surété du Québec (Québec Provin- 
cial Police). By this time Perreault and Martin 
had committed suicide using cyanide capsules, in 
what was allegedly a pre-arranged pact in the 
event that their escape bid failed. 


At approximately midnight the authorities re- 
gained control of the prison, evacuating five dead 
men (two prisoners and three guards) and two woun- 
ded men. The prisoners were removed to the yard, 
forced to lie face down, individually searched, 
and returned to their cells by armed guards one 
at a time, in a process that lasted the remainder 
of the night. 


The following day inmates were again searched 
and their cells were stripped of all possessions, 
with the exception of mattresses. Upwards of 150 
men were thrown into the 'hole'(segregation) for 
varying lengths of time: about fifty of these were 
eventually alleged to have been involved in the 
incident. The remaining prisoners were accused of 
participating passively and having been socially 
responsible, and were penalized as a consequence. 

Immediately following the incident the inmates 
were subject to a variety of forms of harassment, 
deprivation and torture. Prisoners were unneces- 
sarily awoken in the night with noise and lights. 
Meals consisted of a cup of milk and two sandwiches 
twice a day, and were delayed and often adulter- 
ated by guards pissing or spitting on them. Pris- 
oners requests for their rights due them were of- 
ten ignored. 

Consequences of even what might appear to be 
petty harassment cannot be underestimated in a 
closed and controlled environment such as prison. 

Deprivations included prisoners being denied 
the right to shower, denied toilet paper, towels, 
toothbrushes, soap and changes of clothing, as 
well as writing paper, pencils, cigarrettes, combs 
and reading material. Prisoners were refused visits 
with their lawyers, Classification Officers (the 
workers with whom they have most direct contact), 
and the Chaplain. This continued until mid to late 
August. During this time family and friends were 
not allowed information or contact with the in- 
mates. On September 9th, Reverend Clarke MacDonald 
of the United Church of Canada visited the peni- 
tentiary at which point basic ammenities had been 
restored,however, in piecemeal fashion: eg, thirty 
inmates were sharing five pieces of paper and four 
pens, and were showering one at a time. 


B D i P H a_p E -— 
Prisoner signals to journalists touring Archambault Institute. 


Prisoners were also subjected to two forms of 
torture; torture as it is generally understood and 
so-called 'clean' torture, which means it leaves 

no physical marks on the body. 'Clean' torture in- 
cludes all the above mentioned deprivations along 
with incidents of forced masturbation, of inmates 
being urinated upon, uses of excrement, as well as 
being gassed, often directely into the face. This 
constituted sensory deprivation, de-personalization 
and humiliation, causing profound anguish at being 
utterly vulnerable to the violent exploits of the 
guards. This often leads to suicidal feelings and 
veneful anger. 

Torture, as we generally understand it, included 
Systematic beatings, often of long duration, being 
suspended by arms or cars, squeezing of the tes- 
ticles and suffocation by having ones head forced 
down a toilet. 

À ream of inquiries was initiated by the lawyers 
who first got in to Archambault after the incident 
to find prisoners threatening suicide if something 
was not done to improve their situation. They re- 
quested, as did every report made in the aftermath, 
that the government of Canada launch a full and 
independent inquiry. Under pressure from these 
reports Solicitor General Kaplan finally, a year 
later, requested that Inspector General Ron Stewart 
conduct an inquiry, which could neither be said 
to be full or independant, as it was commissioned 
by, and turned in to Kaplan, who witheld the re- 
sults until things in Archambault could be cleaned 
up a bit. He released the report along with a 
three page press release where he contradicted 
the report in denying all allegations of physical 
brutality. Kaplan said right from the beginning 
that a full and independant inquiry would not be 
neccessary and that the matter should be settled 
in court - which, needless to say, is a costly 
and lengthy procedure and will hardly deal with 
the full dimensions of the issues involved. These 
inquiries, including an International Commission 
of Amnesty International, The United Church of 
Canada, The International Federation of Human 
Rights and The International Human Rights Law 
Group, also deduced that prisoners suffered "cruel 


E z 
and unusual punishment" (as opposed to cruel and 
usual punishment that is a way of life in Canada's 
penitentiaries). The Maleville Report (Internat- 
ional Federation of Human Rights) points out that 
in legal terms the systematic deprivation, hara- 
ssment and torture of prisoners in the aftermath 


3 of the incident was a violation of the Canadian 
; Charter of Rights, of Resolution 345 (XXX) adopted 


by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
(known as the Declaration on the Protection of all 
Persons Against Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Pun- 
ishment or Treatment).and the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights. Even the Inspector General's 
Special Inquiry (a case of the system examining 
itself), While tamer than indepedent inquiries, 
was forced to concede that the guards' behavior 
was unproffessional and unnecessarily violent 
(which is deemed as unfortunate but, under the 
cicumstances, understandable). 

If one wishes to really understand what is 
behind the incident of July 25, 1982, one must 
look at the structures of prisons themselves. 

It is reasonably clear that the 25 year minimum 
sentence played a vital role in the unfolding of 
events on July 25th. This sentence, which came Ln- 
to being as the punishment for First Degree Murder 
after the death penalty was struck down, can per- 
haps be best described as a form of walking death 
penalty, as there is no possibility of parole for 
at least 25 years. The prisoner must come to grips 
with spending a lifetime in prison. The fact that 
this will create a sense of desperate rage and 
that, as the Malville Report notes, "Those impris- 
oned under the new 25 year no-parole sentences may 
feel they have nothing to loose.", can only lead 
to instances of intense confrontation. As long as 
such a sentence exists, there will doubtless be 
more and uglier examples of violence. With a pro- 
jection that Québec penitentiaries alone will hold 
upwards of 400 prisoners serving the 25 year min- 
imum, the scenario is not good. 

Nor should the impact of mixing short term and 
long term prisoners go unacknowledged. The Inspec- 
tor General's Report itself states,"Lifers are be- 
friended by other inmates who, in as little time 
as some months are being transferred to lesser 
Security and closer to the street. Predictably, 
this would have the effect of driving the lifers 
closer to despair. This may well explain what 
motivated inmates Perreault and Martin to do what 
they did." (pg 59) 

The Malville Report also notes the impact of 
the general incompetence of the staff, quoting 
Robert Van Der Abelle, brother of one of the slain 
guards as saying that his brother chose his pro- 
fession "to avoid unemployment" and "because it 
was the best paying job at the time." The report 
concludes "that training of a maximum security 
establishment's personnel leaves much to be de- 
sired." (pg 2) The low standard of acceptance as 
a guard in Archambault (as in all other prisons) 
does not supply people equipped to deal with such 
a complex situation, and the aftermath of July 25th 
bears this fact out. One finds badly trained men 


seeking money and, one would presume in many cases 
power, introduced into an extremely tense and ex- 
plosive environment to run loose in an exercise of 
retributive machismo against unarmed, caged men. 
There is little reason to believe, as such, that 
their behavior before the incident would have of- 
fered any model. 

Regarding programs available at Archambault at 
the time of the incident, the Malville Report states: 
'If one adds the problems which accoding to the 
prisoners are caused by the decrease in work and 
the loss of salaries, one realizes that the appar- 
ent harmony on July 25, '82, hid deeper tensions 
related to the future prospects the establishment 
was offering to the prisoners."(pg 2) 


Finally, the Malville Report concludes it's at- 
tempts to understand the source of the incident 
with some observations that offer an overview for 
understanding the problems and tensions within 
prisons that make future events akin to July 25th 
inevitable: ‘Are not the shackles on prisoners the 
same as those on all humans without power over 
their lives? When it is no longer possible to 
speak or understand, when one no longer wants to 
submit, then one turns to violence to affirm that 
one.still exists." (pg 3) 

As a result of the July 25th incident and it's 
aftermath, several legal procedures have been in- 
itiated; the obvious one being that of the crown 
against nine prisoners for the murder or attempted 
murder of the three prison guards. But, also there 
have been three avenues attempted in order to gain 
Some legal retribution for the prisoners in respect 
to abuses suffered at the hands of the guards dur- 
ing the period of the aftermath. 

Individual allegations of torture by guards bro- 
ught to the magistrates office (the first step in 
initiating legal proceedings) were rejected on 
grounds that prisoners could not name the guards, 
as the guards refused to wear name tags. Voluminous 
testimony was submitted to the magistrate claiming 
that incidents of torture had occurred, but he did 
not feel this to be enough grounds to have photos 
of guards provided for identification by prisoners. 
To this day guards at Archambault refuse to wear 
name tags, which is contrary to penitentiary rules 
following the commissioner's directives, and those 
handed down by the Solicitor General. 
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Guards man Archambault contro! room-where,prisoneys broke windows and cut metai bars. 


The other court action, the most significant, 
was launched in the Québec Superior Court seeking 
to sue the Warden at Archambault, André Lemarier, 
personally, in a Class Action Suit. This suit for 
18 million dollars, represents 424 people, and is 
financed by the Class Action Fund of the Québec 
provincial goernment. 

The Class Action suit in the Québec Code of 
Procedure under section 1003 is an action taken 
by an individual on behalf of a class of people, 
asking that one judgement be rendered on behalf 
of all. The Class Action can only claim for damages 
that are identical or similar for everybody, and 
thus does not deal with individual cases perhaps 
connected but extraneous to the basis of the suit. 

The former Vice-President of the Inmates Commit- 
tee at the time of the July 25th incident, Roger 
Lasalle, is the petitioner of the Class Action 
Suit on behalf of the 424 prisoners in Archambault 
and the CDC (Correctional Developement Centre - a 
high maximum security segregation unit where many 
of the prisoners in Archambault at the time of the 


incident were sent) during the aftermath. He is 
claiming for moral, punitive and exemplary damages 
resulting from the aftermath of the incident; events 
that took place from the 25th of July until the 3rd 
of September, 1982. These damages are being claimed 
in connection with the deprivations previously 
mentioned, but don't involve any of the allegations 
of torture under the Charter of Rights and the 

Civil Code of Québec. 

The Class Action Suit has only been recently 
authorized, (early '88) which is to say that in 
Appeal, the case has been judged well founded en- 
ough to merit a full scale trial. The trial itself 
has not yet begun. Originally Roger Lasalle had 
applied also to take a suit against Solicitor Gen- 
eral Robert Kaplan, but that was denied on a tech- 
nicality. In an unclear ruling by the Court of 
Appeals a personal suit against Kaplan is deemed 
the same thing as a suit against the Federal State, 
and the Federal State cannot be sued in a prov- 
incial court. (very convenient. ed.) One cannot 
take out a Class Action suit in a Federal Court, 
which renders Kaplan and the like in practice, un- 
touchable. 

This is the first time that a Class Action Suit 
on behalf of prisoners has ever been accepted. 
While it does not allow for the surfacing of the 
depth of abuse within penitentiaries a full and 
independent inquiry would have, it does represent 
a victory in making the Warden potentially person- 
ally liable for general abuses such as those at 
Archambault during the critical time period. A 
trial will give the right to be heard on every- 
thing that has been alleged, permitting testimony 
from prisoners and other witnesses such as the 
people from Amnesty International and the Inter- 
national Federation of Human Rights, who will give 
evidence on the results of there respective inq- 
uiries. The trials will be open to both the public 
and the media and may help expose some of the at- 
rocities suffered by the prisoners at the hands 
of the institution. Given that guards were walking 


` around in gas masks for several days, and that as 


per regulations medics checked on but then did 

not formally report the condition of prisoners 
there, the trial hopes to prove that the Warden 
must have been aware and therefore responsible 

for the conditions at the institution at that time. 


Prisoners will be able.to collect benefits if 
the Class Action Suit is won. Once the final jud- 
gement is rendered, on the hypothesis that it is 
succesful, a notice will be published informing 
those represented by the suit where to claim. It 
will be possible for prisoners to opt out of being 
treated in the class action; there will be a noti- 
fication printed in various newspapers and posted 
on Federal Peitentiary bulletin boards across 
Canada, explaining the procedures to be followed 
Should one wish to opt out. Prisoners who are not 
interested in the suit will have a certain period 
of time to make it known, otherwise they will be 
automatically included. The notice is in the pro- 
cess of being formulated by the Superior Court of 
Québec and will be forthcoming in the months to 
come. Those prisoners affected by the suit are en- 
couraged to make contact with the lawyer (address 
at end) so they can be kept informed. It is also 
important to note that the trial which will not 
begin until approximately 1990, could last until 
1995 or 2000, exhausting all appeals, before a 
final judgement is handed down. It will then take 
several years to sort out the prisoners! claims. 

Finally, out of the nine prisoners brought to 
trial for the murder of the guards, two were con- 
victed and one, Jason Gallant, admitted guilt, 
which at certain points was withdrawn only to be 
readmitted under strong suspicion as indicated in 
his testimony that he suffered torture before and 
during the trial. Yet these allegations of torture 
were not allowed as evidence in the trial. All 
these prisoners had been transfered to the CDC 
after July 25th and have claimed to have been at 
the mercy of the guards there. Observers from ^ 
Amnesty International said the trial of Daniel 
Boulet, where the Attorney General bypassed the 
normal procedure of a preliminary hearing which 
allows for a preparation of a defense, was a 
political trial. Since then Daniel Boulet has won 
an appeal overturning the murder conviction. 


by Terra Jovi and Frank Verity, Montréal, PQ 


Lawyers Robert St-Louis, 420 Laurier Est, Montréal, 
Québec, H2J 1E5, tel: (514) 286-9135 


Resource List 


Regarding Archambault; 


- A Report to the International Human Rights Group, 
presented by Charles E M Kolb 

- Report from the Moderator of the United Church of 
Canada the Right Rev Clarke MacDonald on Visits 
to Archambault Prison, Sept 9 - Sept 30, 1982 

- The Malville Report, (International Federation of 
Human Rights) 

- Amnesty International Report on the Allegations 
of Ill-Treatment of prisoners at Archambault 
Institution, Québec, Canada 

- Report of the Inspector General's Special Inquiry 
into the Riot at Archambault Prison, July '82 


Regarding Prisons in Canada - General; 


` - 'Barred From Prison - Claire Culhane 


- 'Still Barred From Prison' - Claire Culhane 
- 'Prisoners of Isolation' - Michael Jackson 
- 'Go Boy' - Roger Caron 


Canadian newspapers/ journals dealing with prison; 


- Bulldozer/The Marionette,c/o PNS Publishers 
PO Box 5052, Stn A, Toronto, Ont, M5W 1W4 

- Wimmins' Prison Support Network, PO Box 6326, 
Stn A, Toronto, Ont, M5W 1P7 


`- Network, Box 2193, Kingston, Ont, K7L 5J9 


- ABC - Toronto, Box 6326, Stn A, Toronto, 
Ont, M5W IP7. 

- ABC - Vancouver, c/o Tragic Bandit Publishers, 
Box 2881, Vancouver, BC, V6B 3X4 


Prisoner Advocacy Groups; 


- Prisoners' Rights Group, 2075 E. 12th, apt 303, 
Vancouver, BC, V5N 249 
- Office des Droits des Détenus, 1030 Cherrier, 
no 303, Montréal, Québec, H2L 1H9, tel 522-5965 
- Quaker Committee on Jails and Justice, 
60 Lowthar Ave, Toronto; Ont, M5R 107, ph 922-6128 
- Elizabeth Fry, (phone book) 
John Howard, (phone book) 
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Greetings, since the last (No Picnic! we at 

the Vancouver Anarchist Black Cross have 

been continuing our work, which at this point 
is centred around writing letters to prison- 
ers, to the authorities on their behalf,mak- 
ing contact with other prisoner support groups 
putting out a newsletter( free to prisoners, 
and S.A4,8.E, for others), and working on pub- 
licizing, demonstrating etc, for K. Omori. As 
well,some of us are involved in a weekly, half 
hour radio show(Stark Raven ), where we regul. 
arly cover the situation of prisoners supperted 
by the ‘Anarchist Black Cross , locally and Int- 
ernationally. 


Recently we reprinted Carl Harps prison diary, 
Love and .Rage, this 50 page booklet is made up 
of excerpts written by Carl during his incarc- 
eration at San Quentin and Walla Walla , he 
and fellow prisoners were responsible for the 
Anarchist Black Dragon, prison rag that came out 
of WallaWalla during the late 70's and early 
80's . We added an epilogue to the booklet which 
describes how Carl was found dead in his prison 
cell. Most likely murdered by the prison filth. 
This edition ef.Carls book was compiled by the 
pirates at ‘Tragic Bandit Publishers' as a means 
of raising funds for Black Cross prisoner supp- 
ort work.( $2.50 individual/ $2,00 for bulk & 
distributors ) 


Shane Green who was a member of the original An- 
archist Black Dragon collective is compiling info, 
for a best of’ A.B.D., Since the last issue of 

"No Picnic ', Shane has been transferred to Walla 
Walla .Send letters of support, and if you want to 
help him out, send some stamps.(Robert Shane Green 
# 628148 I.M.U. E-7, P.0.Box520 Walla Walla, 

Wash, 99362) 

As of this printing we are participating in the 
International Day of Action for Omori(Mar 29 88) 
by helping to organize a demo, at the Japanese 
Consulat that date, 

For people interested in Anarchist Black Cross 
prisoner ‘support work you can write us and we'll 
send you a more detailed list of Black Cross 
prisoners, i.e. how you can help, and if any of 
you out there can send money to help out some of 
these prisoners , write to us and we?1l tell you 
where to send it, or you can pass it on to us 

and we'll send it oft, The Vancouver Anarchist 
Black Cross can be Written to at;Box 2881 
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3X) 


DEER 
KEE 


“It is not the wrongs and crimes punishable by law that cause the 
greatest evil in the world. It is the lawful wrongs and unpunishable 
crimes. 

"Stifled and protected by law and government, they fill the earth 
with. misery and want, with strife and conflict, with class struggle, 
Slaughter and destruction. " 

—Alexander Berkman 


Prior to their arrest,conviction(for 

armed robbery and shooting a'have-a- 
go-reckless cop)and sentencing to life 
imprisonment in 197l,Noel and Marie 

Murray were active Black Gross militants 
who helped comrades and organized fund- 
raising for prisoners.Thirteen years 

later they are still in prison but have 
determinely kept in touch with Black Cross 
activities.They would have been released 
some years ago if it had not been for 

the political climate peculiar to Ireland, 
Their imprisonment continues without reason 
except to prevent Marie from having a 
child.We owe it to them to see that all 
efforts are made to fight for early release. 
Inaction is the same as complicity. 

A major campaign battle has been for con- 
jugal rights.Marie is now 39 years old and 
wants desperately to have a child.Unfort- = 
unately their long campaign has been marred 
by the inaction of greedy lawyers who have 
done little but overcharge them for their 
'services'.Several legal experts agreed to 
offer their services for free or on the 
receipt of any court costs awarded to the 
Murrays. 

The case finally went ahead in May 1985 


Irish Anarchists Need Our Help 


oners would have to be granted them too. 
Àn appeal is now being sought,but is 
being blocked by bureacratic inefficiency. 
The Murrays solicitor has gained little, 
financially from his representations, 
hardly covering costs,but if the appeal 

is to proceed then costs will have to be 
found for Counsel.1f no funds can be found 
then it is possible that the Appeal might 
not go ahead.Àny further delay may make 

it virtually immossible for Marie to bear 
children. Funds, therefore,are of the essence, 
We are therefore launching à new appeal 
for the Murrays.We ask comrades to raise 
money locally through benefits,raffles 
and any other means. In the meantime the 
Black Cross (London)is sending £ 100 to 
the main fund.Any further contribution 


can be sent to them and they will 
forward it on. 

It is vital that the funds are 

raised.Noel and Marie are comrades 
second to none,We must see to our | 
own. Without mutual aid we are noth 

ing. LA, BAD, London) 


Noel Murray,limerick Gaol,Limeric 


From this issue The Anarchist Black Cross 
(London) intends to publish a series on 
Anarchist prisoners around the globe curre- 
ntly in need of support, and recommend our 
readers in turn to send messages of solidarity 
to these prisoners by simply writing to them 
directly at the address supplied below. 

Number 1 in our series highlights the case 
of Pablo Serrano Serrano, a Spanish 
Anarchist from the region of Aragon. 
Serrano was arrested on 22 August 1984 and 
subsequently charged with assassinating 
company director Luis Ascaso on 30 July that 
year. In November 1985 Serrano was not 
only convicted of his killing, which he 
denies, but also of planting a bomb in a bar in 
Zaragoza frequented by US NATO perso- 
nnel. He is currently serving a 30-year 
sentence. 

Serrano first acquired what he calls a 
*political consciousness' at the age of fifteen 
following employment as an electrician's 
apprentice working for the ‘Electricidad 
Mazon’ company (his first job). He was 
outraged at the way he was expected to act as 
an errand-boy as well as carry out his other 
duties as an apprectice and soon fell foul of 
this employer who eventually sacked him for 
rebelling. At seventeen he got another job, 
this time for the *Electricidad Doma' 


Loadon Chapter ABC BM Hurricane 


and it was lost on the grounds that if eras ay,Mountjoy Prison 
conjugal rights were to be granted then Dublin, Ireland i P 
a precedent would be set and other pris d ] 
Pablo Serrano Serrano company, but again lost the job after arguing 


with his employer over demands for a decent - 
wage. By now finding it difficult to find work 
on the mainland Serrano ‘got on his bike’ and 
went to Mallorca, where he worked for a 
short time in a number of different hotels unti! 
he and a friend had a slight altercation with 
one hotel manager, culminating in a plate of 
lentils being thrown! 

After a stint in the ‘mili’ (compulsory 
national-military service), he got more 
temporary work and in 1980 was briefly 
arrested for allegedly beating up a policeman. 
In June 1982 he was sacked for the sixth time 
after reporting the firm he was working for 
('Electro- Aragon") to a health and safety 
officer. By now no-one would employ him so 
he got active in local unemployed/claimants 
groups for a while then - in his own words - 


` ‘went on to other forms of struggle’ until his 


arrest in 1984. From 1977 until just before his 
arrest he belonged to the CNT (Spain's 
anarchist syndicalist union). 

In court Serrano stated: ‘I am being put on 
trial partly due to the fact that we have an anti- 
terrorist law that forces people like me to 
confess to actions they never committed, 
although I happen to be ideologically in 
agreement with them’. 

Pablo Serrano Serrano can be contacted c/o 
Penal de Sorio, Apdo. Correos 42071, Prison 
Provincial, Soria, Spain. 


London WCIN3XX England ` 


Fav Naftel 
( update ) 


Anarchist activist Avi Naftel con- 
tinues his struggle to obtain a 
transfer back to the United Kíng- 
dom, Avi is presently incarcerated 

at Florence in the Arizona State 
Penitentiary, The prison administ- 
ration is refusing to allou Avi 

( who is a citizen of the U.K. ) 

the possibility of filling out tr- 
ansfer application forms. A port- 

ion of the policy regarding Int'l. 
Transfers states :'Prisoners con- 
victed of crimes involving violence. 
or threatened violence are not el- 
igible for transfer'. (Internal 
Management Policy No.502.1, section 
4.1.4. ) Avi's original sentence is 
in fact for an act of threatened 
violence,under the appropiate stat- 
utes. However,this policy statement 
is strictly a prison administration 
procedure and is not included in the 
transfer Treaty between the U.S, and 
the U.K. The prison is using an arhi- 
trary method to keep Avi from ap- 
plying for the transfer, so that they 
can respond to his letters that since 
no application has been filed, they 
can't do anything about it . A real 
catch-22 situation. l 

This is only bureaucratic prison pol- 
icy and not law, This statute wasn't 
even in place when Avi first applied 
for transfer, and was added shortly 
after Avi's application, 

To get the administation to change or 
override this policy , you can 

help Avi by writing and phoning 

the appropriate officials. 

The reason that the transfer should 
be disregarded in Avi's case are ‘as 
follows; 

1. The section of Pelioy h.1.4 is 
arbitrary and capricious and does 

not have any articulable governmental 
reasoning to justify its use; 

2, The section of policy singles out 
certain prisoners and places them at 
,8n unfair disadvantage, forbidding 


them to take part in the treaty bet- 
ween tho U.S. and the U.K.,the treaty 
was designed for transfers, and should 
be used without unnecessary inter- 
ference; ; 

3. Most of the prisoners seeking to 
take advantage of an international 
transfer are ones who have a lengthy 
sentence or sentences, which are more 
often than not a result of a danger- 
ous or violent, or threatened type of 
offense. The policy is, in fact, more 
limiting than the Treaty Agreement. 
Letters should include all or one or 
whatever of the above you feel is cor- 
rect ; or if you have other reasons, 
write to Avi and share them, Send hin 
a stamp so he can write back, 


" I would like once again to 
thank all of you who partic- 
ipated in last years efforts 
which showed that together we 


'can fight the State , Never 


before have I witnessed per- 
sonally the power of the writ- 
ten word. I am grateful and im- 
pressed. Thankyou all;and pleas 
se do continue". 

( The full text of Avi's letter 
is available from A.B.C. Vanc- 
ouver, 


Avi Naftel, P.O, Box B-l,5207, 
Florence AZ. 05232, USA 


Please send letters of protest to; 


Acting Governor, lose Mofford 
1700 W. Washington, Phoenix AZ. 
USA 


Mr. Sam Lewis, Director, Arizona 
Dept. of Gorrections,1601 WU, 
Jefferson, Phoenix, AZ,85007, USA 


Ms. Jody Ferrusi,US Dept of Justice 
Office of international Affairs, 
P.O. Box 7413 Ben Franklin Stn, 
Washington DC, 200), USA 


Home Office, Criminal Policy Dept. 
Queen Annes Gate, London, SW1II9AT, 
England, 


Katsuhisa Omori 


On January 21st Katsuhisa Omori was again sentenced 

to death. Omori is a Japanese political prisoner who 
has been in solitary confinement for the last eleven 
years, Omori was sentenced to death for supporting 
actions undertaken in support of oppressed minorit- 
ies in Japan. His convictions were based on flimsy 
circumstancial evidence.( contact us for further info.) 


T 


AN7/88 IN SUPPOR F OMORI. 


Message From Omori : 


ate power has decided that they pronounce a 
Kee on me on Thursday, January 21 / 68 
They have absolutely no evidence to convict me. It's 
sure, however that the state power who regards CH i 
thought to be a dangerous one will uphold the d c 
by the Sapporo D ie aie will again find me 

ence me to death. 

e ee give in. I shall continue to fight 
to the bitter end toward the realization of a hor- 


izontal stateless society. 
I send warm greetings of solidarity to our comrades 


overseas. KATSUHISA OMORI 28/ 12 /81 
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Rehab Or Rehash 


( ex- prisoner speaks out.) 


When one thinks of all the 
the corrupt tentacles of the 
government in Canada, one th- 
at comes to mind surely must 
be the prison facilities oper- 
.ated throughout the natión.In 
& society moving at such a rap- 
id pace we still choose to 
leave the penal system in the 
dark, Unfortunately,society is 
either ignorant or indifferent 
to what a prisoner must go thr- 
ough while in a maximum or min- 
imum security system. 

When an offender is sent to 
prison,it is for the purpose of 
rehabilitation. Yet more often 
than not, the average prisoner 
is admitted, given his/her cell 
and that's it, that's rehabilit- 
ation. In June of 1985, I was 
serving six months in Oakalla 
I was eighteen years of ‘age and 
very confused in the new surr- 
oundings, Oh but how that chan- 
ged when some of the guards , 
sick and dehumanizing in char- 
acter, decided I would be an 
excellent target to vent their 
frustrations on, This was my re- 
habilitation. 

Now, almost three years later 
I am still trying to come to » 
grips with what the institution 
has done to me, and what I saw 
it doing to others. I sense a 
great need to change the perver- 
sity of the prison system. 

The physical and mental torture 
alot of Prisoners are subjectedto 
conjures images that the majority 
of Canadians would only believe 
to be happening in politically 
unstable Third world countries, 


This, I can attest, is not true, 
and is why the public should be 
edified in the area of prison re- 
form. Society in general needs to 


be aware of what is really happen- 


ing inside it's prisons, and to 
know why incidents like riots and 
hunger strikes are a continual 
occurrence, 

It is my belief the objective of 
most riots and hunger strikes is 


to focusithe public eye. It is the 


only way in which they (the pris- 
oners ) can air their grievances 
and, under the public's scrutiny 
eventuate a change. And it would 
make more sense for the adminis- 
tration to listen to the prison- 
ers, and avoid the confrontation 
rather than the narrow-mindedly 
conferring rules "ipse dixit" 


If,on the occasion a prisoner 
has a complaint about a rule of 
thumb in the system,she/he is 
given four choices of investi- 
gating it : The R.C.M.P., the 
Ombudsman, Inspections & Stan- 
dards, or it can be "discussed" 
Internally. All of these are 
governmental departments, For 
the prisoner, it hardly makes 
sense to have one governmental 
department investigate another 
The prisoner is classified'sec- 
ond class! right off the bat, 
his/her opinions hold little 
weight. This type of biased 
policy must be changed. One 
alternative would be private 
organizations for internal in- 
vestigations. 


The after affects of prison 
life can tear one down, ment- 
ally and physically. It's res- 
idue; will carry with it a pro- 
grammed consciousness of dep- 
ression and alienation and low 
self esteem. A "rehabilitated" 
person leaves prison with a 
complete misconception of soc- 
iety and will, nine times out 
of ten ,carry on the social 
life she/he lived in the pris- 
on. The one out of that ten 
Will stay sway from the prison 
Society as well as stand out- 
side observing the "norm" This 
person may commit suicide, In 
this respect, a grester need 
for rehabilitation programs is 
in order, inside the prison 
and outside. Basic life skills, 
and the chance to apply their 
potential through education & 
incentives for determination 
to succeed, 

The more the public becomes 
involved or knowledgeable 
about the truth of prison re- 
form the better chance of re- 
structuring it to fit the 
needs of everyone. To aspire 
to a perfect society, and we 
do, we must start at it's 
source, the prisons of our 
minds. And make no doubt 
about it, our reform systems 
perpetuate that, 

Help Us Stay Free! 


( submitted by:) 
Steven G. Dickson 


All-white jury finds racist Gosset - 'Not Guilty' 


Montreal cop Alan Gosset was aquitted of a lesser 
charge of manslaughter for the murder of unarmed Black 
youth, Anthony Griffen. 

Initial media reports told of Grifen Being slain by 
Gosset, a known racist, as he tried to escape custody. 

A subsequent coroners inquest showed that the bullet enter- 
ed Griffen's forehead from close range. Shot between the 
eyes from close range while running away! The real story 
unfolded later. 

19 year old Griffen was picked up by Gosset and partner 
Kim Campbell after a call from a cabbie saying he was 
being stiffed for a $26 fare. Griffen was taken into 
custody when a computer check connected him somehow to a 
break and enter warrant. He was put in the back of the 
squad car without being checked for weapons and rode 
alone in the back seat with the two bulls up front with 
their backs to him. Obviously he was not considered to 
be dangerous by the pigs. Testimony then showed that he 
bolted from the two constables as hewas let out of the 
car at the back of the station. He was ordered to stop, 
which he then did, turning and facing the officers with 
both arms at his sides. Gosset then pulled his gun, 
cocked it, aimed it at Griffen's head and fired the weap- 
on, literally blowing the black man's brains out. 

Other information has come to light since then, that 
leads even the die-hard supporters of police power to 
question the arming of these psycopaths. 

Gosset had a history of racist brutality within the 
police force. In '82 he was fined $8,000 for the vicious 
beating of Daniel Otchere a black Montréaler from Ghana. 
'In that incident Gosset seized Otchere "for no apparent 
reason" and shouted "damn nigger" at him. He held the 
man while the same woman, constable Campbell, smashed 
her long handled flashight into Otchere's face. He was 
repeatedly struck in the stomach, legs and shoulder. 
Otchere was beaten unconscious and had his nose and jaw 
broken and was blind for two weeks, almost losing an eye. 

Montréal's Black community are outraged at the aquittal 
of this racist murderer, who may well be re-armed and 
back on the street in a very short while. 

Over 1,000 people, mostly blacks, marched on Station 
15 in the Notre Dame de Grace part of Montréal to demand 
jstice for the slaying. They were greeted at the station 
with a squad of riot police in full gear behind the locked 
doors of the station. 

After the slaying it took 10 days for Goset to be 
charged at all. The eventual charge of manslaughter was 
a less serious offense and also harder to prove than 
marder. He was tried as a civilian, and aquitted of 
criminal negligence by an all-white jury who agreed with 


cop Gosset - racist and murderer 


the defense council that Gosset's weapon, aimed between 
the eyes of Griffen, went off 'accidentally.' Strong 
reaction to that outcome, forced the injustice system, 
sensitive to the bad press it was receiving, to go ahead 
with an appeal of the verdict. This procedure cah take 
years with the murderer able to return to work in the 
meantime. A decision by Montréal Police Chief Roland 
Bourget, has not yet been made as whether or not to allow 
Gosset back on the "beat". 

Reports from Montréal have the cops mounting a highly 
visble Public Relations project to clean up their badly 
tarnished image. There are only six black police officers 
in the Montréal Urban Commity (MUC) Force out of a total 
of 4,481 officers. Yet since the slaying, the cops have 
made sure that a black officer is present whenever there 
is an incident that will draw media attention. 

Tenants recently occupied an apartment block, to re- 
sist eviction and gentrification by greedy developers. 
Knowing it as an issue that draws much media coverage and 
also public sympathy,the head cops' got a black officer 
to arrest tenants and supporters at the Overdale apart- 
ments, while the cameras rolled. 

Radio, newspapers and other media drivel on about-how 
the "morale" of the force has never been so low. A self- 
pitying pig on the radio told of how his bro's are so 
down, they don't go out boozing anymore but spend time 
at home with the wife and kids. Pity their families. 

But police attempts to sweep their dirt under the rug, 
won't satisfy the black community, who demanded, and have 
now received a full and independent inquiry into this 
brutal slaying. 

"With everything he did in the past, now they're going 
to put him back out there?" said Anthony's mother Augustus 
"What's going to happen to the public? .If something isn't 
done soon, to eliminate police racism, there's going 
to be a breakdown." 

This latest incident is only one of many incidents of 
racially motivated oppression, people of visible minori- 
ties are subjected to by Montréal's racist cops. Small 
wonder crowds at a demonstration on February 27 chanted 
"Hey: Hey!.Ho! Ho! The killer pigs have got to go!" 


We be watching to see how the filth try to get out of this 
one, 
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Alert: The moral of the police is at it's lowest: 
We can't get it up to fire a shot" 
( Rock LaForest was a carpetlayer machine-gunned 
to death while he slept by police in a case of 
mistaken identity' a couple of years ago.) 


COMMUNITY 


& RESISTANCE 


Anarchists consider their proposal essentially 
an organizational one, They seek a society that 
is organized non-hierarchically, for need and not 
for profit, etc. Banners and posters and buttons 
all proclaim that anarchy is not chaos, 


I am often asked: " How would society be orga- 
nized if anarchists had it their way?" and " What 
group is going to bring it about?", Apparently 
they imagine the following scenario: I explain to 
them whet anarchism is, what it would be like, and 
then, if they are satisfied, I tell them where to 
Sign up. We are suddenly brothers and sisters 
dedicating our lives to strengthening our organi- 
zation ( party, union ) so that eventually we can 
crush our opponents and win the game. This unfor- 
tunately is the scenario that authoritarians, or 
those unwittingly in service to the ideology of 
authoritarianism, also imagine, Anarchists, 
however, usually claim that they would rather see 
a more decentralized mass movement devellop. They 
i@acribe a situation whereby many different 
anarchist groups federate, as equal partners, 
rather than submit to the bureaucracy, hier- 
archy and authoritarian tendencies that are inher- 
ent in a centralized organization, like a party 
for instance, 

In my opinion, how. i 
ever, all organizat = 
ions share those same 
tendencies. 

When people do ask 
about anarchism, I ex- 
plain it not ss an 
anarchist, but rather : 
as a pro-anarchist. I 
have to confess I have 
no answers, but I do 
have desires and dreams 
and observations that 
I would like to share. 
I have come to realize 
the authoritarian 
social function of ex- 
perts and have no 
desire in ever beco- 
mming one. They are all 
empty handed in any ' 
case, Their message is 
Simple: " Let me tell Se 
you how it is " or " How it will or should be," 
Just as our submission to authority needs 
addressing as much as authority's domination of 
us does, so too must our expectations of having 
someone hand us a blueprint or program be as cri- 
ticized as our thinking we should have one to 
offer. We do not need patronizing exverts on the 


radica] transformation of societies to tell us what 


we want. We've been convinved from birth through 
authoritarian conditioning, that someone else 
knows best. Our parents/guardians, teachers, those 
older than ourselves, our men, our politicians, 
our experts. There has always been someone there 
to tell us what we want and often to organize us, 
ostensibly, so that we can get it. Usually, how- 
ever, the organizers become the new oppressors. 
Unfortunately many anarchists are not aware that 
they act out both roles, Either they accept being 
organized or they want to be. organizers, The 
point is to organize yourself/selves. 


My idea is that free, egalitarian societies 
would be based on the fullfillment of what I per- 
ceive to be a universal desire. That is for a 
world of communities, Now, given that the 
Structures we choose to struggle in should and 
probably will, prefigure revolutionary Society, 
then an ongoing critique of those structures is 
as essential as critiquing the society we feel 
forced to live in. Therefore if our goal is to 
create societies in which autonomous, self- 
directed activity is natural, then the movement 
that will create it must also be autonomous and 
Self directed, Furthermore, if a planet of 
communities is also our goal, then shouldn't 

‘community! be the 
basic unit of resig- 
tance? In this respect 
it seems ethnocentric 

" to suggest that a par- 
ticular organizational 
form is the best or 
only revolutionary one, 

A tribe is as valid ag 

a collective, for 

instance. 

The destruction of 
community is quite 
possibly the founda- 
tion on which this ci. 
vilization is built, 
If this is so, then it 
is obvious that every. 
thing that has come 
after the decimation 
of the original ( hün. 
teregatherer ?) comm- 
unity is what should 
be destroyed. Every- 


thing that is except the links to that community, 


We must defend what little is left of the few 
existing authentic, natural, satisfying societies, 
for instence the traditional indigénous peoples 
cultures, as well as the non-human eco-communi- 
ties that constitute our planet in its natural 
state, 


I am not talking about returning to a roman- 
ticized golden age that existed pre-civilization. 
Community exists inside ourselves, It exists out- 
side of academic his-story and language and other 
separations from our existence, Community is a 
longing that we all have now for collective free- 
dom and love, for sharing and giving, a desire 
for connection and belonging. We ere prevented from 
re-touching it by the whole authoritarian complex 
of patriarchy, hierarchy, capital and anthropo- 
centricity. 

Realizing the extent to which we are daily 
encircled and crushed by this monstrous civiliza- 
tion our hatred is visceral. We know we are not 
alone in our anger or in our idealism. 

It is my opinion, as stated earlier, that 
anarchists and other anti-authoritarian rebels 
should not propose anything too specific about 
how societies should be organized and how 
we should get there. Rather, folks can decide 
together, for themselves, at their workplace, 
in their neighborhood, etc., what they want 
and how they are going to get it. 


Personally I see community 
i 


as an obvious common 

thread that links us all% 

As it has literally been 

beaten out of us we seem 

to have no choice but to 
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begin building new commu- 
nity and to attack that 
which is based on our misery 
and subjugation: civilization. 
Though it is clear that a 
position of defense is not 
sufficient, it is not equally 
clear what targets within 
civilization should be priori- 
tized in terms of immediate 
attention. However, my opinion 
is that eco-defenders and warth- 
warriors should be defended as 
much as possible, including of 
course by engaging in direct action 
environmentalism ourselvesd 
Although watching strands of grass 
and wild chamomile pushing through 
the pavement makes me optimistic 


about the regenerative ability of the planet, I am- 


not at all convinced that this observation is a 
valid excuse for not actively defending the earth. 
There are critical points, irreversible damage, 
wounds that even time does not heal. 


Inspired by this I think that urban sabotage 
and monkeywrenching could also be effective. 
Activity that combines a serious commitment to 
security with effectiveness in stopping the machine. 


Again, how people organize themselves within this 
resistance will determine if the results will be 
truly liberatory. 

Of course publicizing and sharing our under- 
standing of this nightmare is also of primary 
importance. Perhaps a few words about the 'systew' 
will help tie this rather loosely organized 
essay together. 

At this point I understand the bourgeoisie to 
be functionaries of capitalism in the same way 
that many males are functionaries of the patri- 
archy. In appearance only do they manage their 
respective dictatorships. Both 
groups do benefit from their real 
power, ( though much of their per- 
ceived power is illusory), but 

only materially, physically. They 

too are condemned to a life in 
which their spirituality, their 
emotional self, their dream 
state, their desire for commu- 
nity, are robbed from birth. 
Through propaganda and & 
variety of confrontational 
strategies, some will reluc- 
tantly, though quietly acqui- 
esce to our logic or to their 
A own inner rebel, if only they 
Ñ can come into contact with 
KI either, Unfortunately, for 
the rest, they will find 
themselves on the wrong 
side of the barricades. 

Militancy is not 

only physical, action 
oriented activity and 
: without love, passion and thought 
it is innefective. On the other hand, 
theory and discussion are empty without a 
serious commitment to action. 


Dake Ctd- 


Racoons Everywhere! 


We wanted to print this submission from 'Racoon' 
because we feel there is a need to develop a discus- 
sion of the physical conditions we exist, move and 
struggle within. Hopefully it will help to stimulate 
this developement. We look forward to other views, 
comments and experiences that readers may have. 


I wanted to make some personal observations on 
the general topic of 'militant actions! as it applies 
to the situation here in Canada and especially here 
in Vancouver. I think the word 'unique' sums up how 
I feel about the conditions that should be taken into 
consideration. Then again, any situation is unique in 
it's own way, any place you might chose to look at, 
anywhere on earth. So here's some of the main things 
that I see influencing activities in our society. 
Before I go on, I wanted to mention two things; The 
vast majority of us in this state, are (materially) 
comfortable. Shelter, food and clothing are easy 
enough to come by for the average Joe(anne), and 
there's usually some income left over to spend on 
lots of things we're convinced we want. Also, there 
is no mandatory military service here in Canuduh. 
Comrades with knowledge of hardware and tactics are 
few and far between. Two basic considerations. 

Now, given the desire for radical change, first 
and foremost of all factors, in my mind, is the dis- 
tribution of the population. If we compare the dis- 
tances between the centres of population here, to 
other industrialized states in which exist large num- 
bers of individuals and groups that are active, we 


ean see clearly that the geographical isolation in 
Canada is extreme, to say the least. 

The sparcity of population affects us in various 
ways. One eannot, simply, keep in personal contact 
with friends or comrades in, say Toronto or Montréal. 
It's no simple matter of an hour or so on the road. 
We can not expect support from people, for pro- 
jects, actions, demos, etc, who live anywhere but 
where we do. Generally, communication becomes limited 
to mail and phones, and these have obvious fundamental 
Security problems. Nothing compares with eyeball to 
eyeball contact. 

Not only are urban centres light-years apart, but 
the level of isolation within our cities is, I think, 
developed to a extreme degree. North American cities 
are designed for the automobile. Especially those in 
the Western part. They are more recent blights on 
the Earth's surface and the main growth here happened 
about the same time as Mr. Ford's advances in the 
dehumanization of workers. This was coupled with the 
seemingly endless supply of land to utilize creating 
Serious isolation of distances even within a given 
metropolitain area. 

We, in Canada, more than anyone from any culture 
that I've ever encountered, need our 'personal space'. 
The elders in our society are separated from the 
community to the isolation of their own prison/homes. 


At home with our parents, we usually had our 'own!' 
rooms. We leave the oppresion and isolation of the 
nuclear family as soon as possible to live on our 

own or with friends(or strangers) in a rented box, 
more often than not, no short walk from other friend's 
homes and such neccessities as the bar or a grocery 
Store. As a society our abilities to live together, 
understanding and respecting our differences, and 
sharing common projects and space, are underdeveloped 
because of our life experiences. 

Here in Canada, especially the West, maybe more 
than anywhere else, our sense of tradition has been, 
for the most part lost. Add to that, any vestige of 
& tradition of radical dissent, rebellion or revolu- 
tion that does remain, has probably been rewritten 
So as to be harmless or else completely obliterated 
as a part of our culture. 

We have no popular radical tradition. Period. It 
is not an issue. Alienation from each other and com- 
munity increases hand in hand with the developement 
and sophistication of popular forms of 'soft' control. 
In the past several years we've witnessed a bad sit- 
uation go badder. Much badder. An example: The mar- 
keting of home video decks has kept even the Holly- 
wood movie zombies at home with doors locked, stares 
fixed and minds vacant. Meanwhile video games for 
the kids have effectively cleaned up the streets of 
those remaining potential humans. They're all down 
at the 7-11 exercising their 'freedom of choice! on 
what flavour of Big Gulp to buy while playing Green 
Beret or He Man. O Thank Heaven. 

What about the politicals? Well, there are some. 
But don't talk too loudly of militant action. They're 
all on their way to a workshop on non-violent civil 
disobedience. Yeah, look around and it's quite obvious 
that potential allies and sympathisers for activities 
that ACTUALLY THREATEN THE RULERS are few and far 
between. I do not, neccesarily, include pacifists as 
potential allies. 

If we could take Canada's population and concen- 
trate it to the degree of say West Germany or Great 


Britain, that shit disturber in Hamilton night get 
to know those people from Moose Jaw. And the womyn 
in Nelson could work with that collective in Moncton. 
Silly? Well this is what we're up against. 

And then there's the streets.... Straight, wide 
and empty. Not full of people that one can kind of 
melt into. No crowds to mix with. Not narrow and 
winding with passageways and lanes here and there. 
There is no street culture. The remains of street 
culture that still exist amoung some of the more 
visible minority communities is soon capitalized on 
as a quaint spectacle for the lifeless ones. The 
Street is well lit. It's ordered, clear, and every- 
thing is locked-up. Urban cores become lifeless zones 
after business hours as the zeks return to suburbia. 


Anyone moving in this zone after hours becomes a 
target of suspicion and control, and control they do. 
All of this is leading up to my main point which 
is: If one is to partake publicly in projects and/or 
actions that call for a SOCIAL REVOLUTION, you should 
expect to be noticed. You will stick out like the 
proverbial sore thumb. You see there's very few of 

us. CSIS has their Counter Subversion Branch and 
these trained professional are adding more names, 
faces and information to their files daily. 

This is my point. The more one takes part in public 
radical dissent, the more one limits their possibility 
to securely involve themselves in illegal and/or mil- 
itant action. This is true in any society, but it is, 
I would say, acutely true in the in the great white 
North. We stick out. There's not many of us. 

That's what I was getting at and the reason I 
wanted to say it is because for those individuals 
that desire revolution, but have yet to be filed, 
photographed and categorized, consider that public 
activity limits the potential for secure activities 
in other areas. 

The intention of this is certainly not to create 
paranoid reactions. Along with all this, the unique 
situation also includes a number of circumstances 
peculiar to our reality that allow for great possi- 
bilities. Even within our given set of realities the 
opportunities are endless. This is the land of oppor- 
tunities is it not? 

You must choose how you will be active. Inform 
yourself. Be cool. Keep your mouth shut. Bon chance! 


Raccoon 
suggested reading; Without a Trace, Towards a Citi- 


zens Militia, Ecodefense, Various classified govern- 
ment publications. 
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OAKALLA BREAKOUT 


The public was once more exposed to the barbar- 
ity of the prison system, after 13 people made 
a mass exit from Oakalla Jail, 

The series of events leading up to the break- 
out begun on Dec 27th when guards apprehended 
David Dean,30, for talking during a religous 
service, this turned into a scuffle with guards 
in which Bean received a cut to the eye that re- 
quired seven stitches to close. The abuse didn't 
stop there, the guards continued to fight with 
Dean when they brought him back to his cell, 

At this point a riot erupted in which 50 pris- 
oners began setting fires , pulling sinks and 
toilets from the wall . Prison officials estim- 
ated the damage at $80,000-1100,000. The next 
day prisoners began to riot again, after they 
were refused entry from their cells into the 
common area, Inmates said that the guards spray- 
ed them with fire hoses, opened the windows and 
turned off the heat. Later, 200 inmates in the 
east wing joined in , but a ih-man tactical 
squad with tear gas quelled the outbreak, 
December 29th guards began moving inmates in 
the south wing to the other cells. The so call- 
ed 'trouble-makers' were placed in segregation 
(the cow barn) . The cow barn which is referred 
to by prisoners as'the hole! has cells that meas. 
ure little more than four square metres and con- 
tains a thin mattress that lies on the floor and 
8 plastic bucket which alternates as a night table 
and a shit bucket. The escape began when Bruce 
McKay figured out how to spring the latch of his 
lock . At this point he grabbed a guard as he 
passed by his cell and forced himmto pass on the 
keys using 2 homemade knife for influence, 

Then Bruce McKay opened up the cells to his fell- 
ow inmates and they made off on their short 
jaunt to freedom, on New Years Day. 

All of the prisoners have been caught , some 
being picked up quickly after the escape others 
lasting out longer. A 'judicial inguiry 1 to 
look into conditions at Oakalla and the break- 
out , have begun but it's hard to see anything 
positive coming out of it, as the person cond- 
ucting the inquiry is a judge, someone who has 
profitted. off the judicial process, which re- 
affirms the prison industry. 


PRISONS, B.C.S #1 INDUSTRY 


In Maple Ridge a new 250 cell institution is being 
built which will bring the number of cells in that 
municipality up to 611 more than anywhere else in 
the province. The plan is to have the prison oper- 
ational by 1991. Residents in the are disturbed by 
the decisiün as they feel this new prison will 
bring a general deterioration to the quality of 
life in their community. 

No doubt it will, there!ll be more police cruising 
the streets, that means more harrassment of youth 
for minor offences, less community control as the 
police presence increases people will be made more 
and more to feel that they need protecting. Also 

as more prisons are built a greater number of peop- 
le will suffer the results of incarceration. The 
new prison in Maple Ridge means more people of 
that community and the surrounding area will be im- 
prisoned, 
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WOMEN ATTACKED IN WEST GERMANY 


West German Secret Police pulled off simultaneous raids 
on 33 different women's groups, on December 18th. 

Heavily armed, the Bundeskriminalamt burst into the 
offices and homes of feminist critics of genetic and re- 
productive technology at 4:30 pm and proceeded to ransack, 
photograph, steal and abuse all those present. Fifteen 
to thirty of them would run into every room with their 
guns drawn. 

The women raided were then forced to undress. All 
'non-changeable' marks (scars,moles, etc) were noted in 
police records. Cops seized drafts of the wimmin's speech- 
es, papers, video and audio tapes, scientific articles, 
pamphlets and private address books. 

They were especially looking for those from the groups 
Revolutionaren Zellen (Revolutionary Cells) and the fem- 
inist Rote Zora (Red Zora). 

In 1985/6 Rote Zora attacked the facilities of the 
Gene Centre in Heidelburg, the Max Planck Institute for 
Reproductive Research in Koln, and the Human Genetics 
Institute of the University of Munster. Two women, Ulla 
Penselin and Ingrid Strobl, were arrested and are now in 
prison, charged under Paragraph 129a, "Support for a 
Terrorist Organization." 

In Germany today the mere criticism of something is 
enough to bring gangs of terrorist-hunting police to your 
door. German feminists have developed a strong critique 
of reproductive and genetic technology as a weapon of social 
control and its' role in the world marketing strategies 
of the multinational corporations. Police were interested 
in information on prenatal diagnosis, 'genetic councelling', 
development in the pharmaceuticals industry and the involve- 
ment of universities and institutions: in research. 

IT... we see no benefits," said Beate Zimmerman, a phy- 
sician whose office and research archives were raided. "We 
have to warn about the risks. In this sense we are radical. 
We stand clearly against reproductive and genetic engineering. 
We think they are trying to criminalize against this po- 
sition and say: If you are radical against this, then it is 
a verbal radicalism which is very near to being an active 
terrorist." 

Feminists issued a statement after the raids saying, 
"These raids serve to frighten, shut up or criminalize those 
who work critically against reproductive and genetic en- 
gineering." They asked supporters to write letters to 
Frau Prof. Rita Sussmuth, Ministerium fur Familie, 

Frauen and Jugend, 5300 Bonn, Federal Republic of Germany. 


Source: Off our Backs, Mar. 88 
- see also Open Road, Spring 88 
and Kinesis, April 88 


Fines Program Unfair 


According to recent provincial Justice Department figures 
almost half of the wimmin jailed in Saskatchewan in 85-86 
were behind hars because they did not pay fines levied as 
alternatives to prison. Also known as paying your way 
out of prison, poor wiimin, including single parents who 
can barely afford childcare, simply cannot or will not 
pay the fine. No class war here. 


POLISH ROCK CONCERT 


At a Polish rock concert recently, the lead Singer of 
a band called Perfect belted out the lyric "don't be 
afraid of this....." and 30,000 fans screamed "Jaruzelski." 
The premier Polish group made it's Warsaw comeback 4 years 
after disbanding in frustration over battles with the 
censors, bans on performing and the pittance it received 
for work that made the government big money. Besides 
jibes at General Wojciech Jaruzelski, enthusiastic fans 
danced around the playing field and lighted torches made 
from rolled up copies of communist party newspapers, 
laughing when guitarist Zbigniew Holdys joked that the 
band could play freely because the bureaucrats were all in 
Moscow attending a festival on Polish culture. 
Source: On Gogol Boulevard 
151 First Ave., #62, New York,NY 
10003 


Source: Toronto Ecomedia 
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OMORI'S SUPPORT GROUP RAIDED 


On December 26, 1987, police officers of the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) invaded and 
searched residences of eleven comrades of the Omori 
Support Group. This search was on the suspicion of 
helping Mr. Osasmu Maruoka, a Japan Red Army 
activist, to forge false Passports. On the same day, 
they searched approximately sixty places in various 
parts of Japan. None of the persons searched has 


anything to do with the Japan Red Army. They are relief ' 


groups for other cases, groups working for the abolition 
of the. death penalty, workers’ groups active in San’ ya 
skid row area, groups who are in solidarity with the 
Palestinian people, and nine anarchist activists. 

. Mr. Osamu Maruoka was arrested by MPD in 
November 1987, when he re-entered Japan. 

s The Police told newspapers and television 
stations they had searched Supporters of the Japan 
Red Army. MPD also misinformed media that the Red 
Army was planning to hi-jack airliners,occupy Japanese 
embassies and businesses in various countries, and to 
take hostages to have Mr. Maruoka released. The 
security of Japanese embassies has been tightened. 

MPD took away personal notebooks, letters, mailing 
lists from many places that they searched. 
A campaign has been started to appeal that the said 
searches were unjust. 
( Toronto Echomedia ) 


Abortion Campaign News 


In Spain, abortion can only be obtained in very 
few circumstances, like "proven" rape, and wimmin must 
go through a long, humiliating bureaucratic procedure. 
This has forced the formation of clandestine 
abortion services, and the feminist movement in 
Barcelona announced that they are performing their own 
secret abortions. On Nov. 6, the Caspe Clinic in 


closed down. Two Dutch wimmin, Tosca and Anna 
Valckx, were arrested and held two days on suspicion 
of giving abortions. They were released without charge, 
although the police claim that the Clinic had performed 
over 4000 abortions and had given the wimmin fake 
certificates to say that the abortions were done in 
Holland. While the two wimmin were held, feminist 
groups picketted the police Station, and the following 
week 500 wimmin marched through the city, spray paint-. 
ing graffitti and demanding the right to free legal a- 
bortions on demand. 

On the weekend of Nov. 25, the Wimmin's 
Assembly of iruna mobilized people to protest the trials 
of wimmin who had had abortions, and 60 wimmin 
chained themselves in front of the court house. 


Cop/Rapist Released 


In Badalona, an industrial suburb of Barcelona, 
militant demonstrations were held to protest the freeing 
on bail of a policeman, who is twice accused of raping 
his neighbour at gunpoint. The cop's home was Pick- 
etted, and the court was occupied by 15 wimmin, 
including the victim, who locked themselves in and 
demanded to present a 2000-name petition calling for 
the cop's re-arrest. The officer has not yet dared return 


to his home. (Echomedia Barcelona ) 


Direct Action In Spain 


Last summer in the area of the 60 villages of Salamanca 
a region in Spain, effigies with business suits and 
brief cases were hung from powerlines, Next to each a 
sign was hung saying : "This was a member of ENRESA 

( the Spanish nuclear waste agency ), who tried to bu- 
ild a nuclear waste dump beren, The Salamancans learn- 
ed of the project from the Portugese press in February 
87. They feared the nuclear waste lab would contaminate 
the Duero River less than a Kilometer from the proposed 
Site. They also resented the governments contempt for 
rural peoples and the land where they live. In March : 
the villagers formed an anti-nuclear co-ordinating com- 
mittee which took advantage of an existing network 
based on rural schools with contacts in each village. 
They also used general assemblies in the villages., After 
the government refused to give information on the lab, 

a large and spontaneous action arose. The villagers spot- 
ed a government official in the area who had come to in- 
spect plans for the project. People rushed to the town 
hall to get some of their questions answered, this took 
two nights and &;day as those present had decided in a 
general meeting not to let the man go. People from oth- 
er villages made their Way to Aldeadaville on hearing 

9f the action, finally there were were 15, 000 people 

in the village waving their fists and chanting" We 

want life and not the shit", Bells rang constantly 


and no one went to WOrk, Riot police using rubber bull- 


ets had to break down the door to the city hall in ord- 
er to free the official, 

In May a tower holding a 100,000 volt powerline was 
blown up. Nobody knows who did it, but for several 


Weeks villagers prevented repairmen from reaching the 
site, 


On October 16 the Spanish government announced that it 


(Toronto Echomedia ) 


COAL TRAINS 


Reports are still coming in of coal hijacking in 
south wales(U.K.). Pissed off miners lying in wait 
for trains coming by, full of the Stuff, The coal 
is then being distributed for free or very cheaply. 

Police are concerned.... ( London Echomedia ) 


We need your favorite anarchist protest, anti-nuclear, feminist, 
: gay, lesbian, drinking; animal liberation, bOB aVAKIAN, etc. 
Hlp songs for the first edition of the anarchist-songbook,to be 


ANARCHIST SONGBOOK 
c/o Wooden Shoe Books 
-112 S. 20th St. : 
Philadelphia, PA, 19103 


available in spring 1988. Send your songs and melodies to: 
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ANTI-PRISON ACTIVITIES IN FRANCE 


In France, the past few years have seen the appearance 
of a number of journals and groups which are specifically 
devoted. to prison support work. It has also been a per- 
iod of high tension in the prisons, and frequent take- 
overs and revolts have occurrred, such as those at Bois 
d'Arcy, Saint-Maur, des Baumettes and de Fleury. As in 
other countries in the west, prison support activities 
are limited in scope and a recent editorial in Cavales 
laments the all-to-familiar "feeble interest which pris- 
oners struggles still arouse in this country." The follow- 
ing is a list of projects involved in anti-prison strug- 
gles, 

The Commission Prison-Repression has a 24-hour number 
(42-46-59-30) and has been concentrating on organizing 
information meetings. A recent one inParis attracted 
120 people and others have been held or are planned in 
other cities. The Commission's journal Breche (Breach) 
has been coming out for threeyears. Write to: Commis- 
Sion Prison-Repression, c/o CDR, BP 771, Paris Cedex 
03, FRANCE. 

Otages (Hostages) has published 9 issues. The most 
recent contains an analysis of the prison revolts and 
prisoners! texts. Write to: Otages, B.P. 37, 59651 
Villeneuve d'Ascq Cedex FRANCE. 

Cavales (Escapes) has reappeared after a year's ab- 
sence. The most recent issue has an interview with the 
Commission Prison-Repression and an article on new iso- 
lation units that are being installed. Write to: Cavales 
CDR, B.P. 771, 75123 Paris Cedex 03 FRANCE. 

The APAD (Association of Prisoners' Family and Friends) 
publishes a bulletin, does tracts and interviews and or- 
ganizes demos. Write to: APAD, 29 rue Stephenson, 

75018 Paris FRANCE. 

Up-to-date info on prisoners is available in Le Monde 
Libertaire, the weekly journal of the French Anarchist 
Federation. Write to: Le Monde Libertaire, 145 rue 
Amelot, 75011, Paris, FRANCE. 

The January, 1988 issue of Courant Alternatif, the 
journal of the Organization Communiste Libertaire contains 
an extensive dossier on prisons. Write to: OCL/Egregore, 
B.P. 1213, 51058 Reims Cedex,FRANCE. 

In Switzerland, the ADPS (Association in Defense of 
Swiss Prisoners) can be contacted. The state has used 
the recent prison revolt in Bochuz as an excuse to try to 
destabilize ADPS by separating and dispersing 30 of its 
members to different prisons. Their external support 
group can be contacted by writing to: ADPS, B.P. 129, 
1000 Lausanne 17, SWITZERLAND. 


EAST GERMAN CRACKDOWN 


There's been a recent internal crackdown by . East 
German authorities against the independent new left, 
ecology, human rights and peace movemnt activists. Some 
of these people face treason charges. 

On January 17th, 100 to 150 indepedent East German 
activists joined an official state parade commemorating 
the assasinations of the revolutionaries Rosa Luxemburg 
and Karl Liebnecht. The activists regard Rosa Luxemburg 
as their own for her anti-statist socialism and oppose the 
government's recuperation of her name for state propoganda 

All were detained and over 50 of them expelled from the 
country. A number of activists did not even make it to 
the demonstration as they were arrested enroute or had 
been already placed under house arrest. Some of their 
names are Regina and Wolfgang Templin, Barbel Bohley, 
Werner Fischer, Ralph Hirsch, stefan Krawczyk and Freya 
Klier. 

On January the 25th these people were taken into cust- 
ody and are being investigated on charges of treason. 


All of them are prominent and respected activists. 

In the spirit of the growing movement of rank & file 
activism from below we demand that the repression of our 
political counterparts in East Germany cease. 

Protest letters can be sent to: 
Marx-Engels Platz, Berlin, GDR. 

Source: 


Erich Honecker, 


Neither East Nor West 


MACHINE GUNS SIEZED IN ALBERTA 


A shipment of 900 machine guns were seized by Canada 
Customs. No one will confirm where the fully automatic 
weapons came from or where they were going. Roy Cardinal, 
government spokesperson in Calgary would only say they did 
not come from the States. Police and customs officers 
are still investigationg the "ultimate end use" of the 
arms. The first thing that comes to mind are the racist 
Aryan Brotherhood groups that seem to flourish in the 
toothills..... 
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ATLANTA 


A meeting was held on January 16th and 17th of this 
year in Atlanta, Georgia, which brought people from all 
over Canada and the States to try and develop projects 
and networks of anti-authoritarians from all over the con- 
tinent. Besides partying, energies were put towards find- 
ing out what things we all had in common. A series of 
separate meetings were held over the two days covering such 
topics as; prisoner support work, co-operative publishing, 
anti-racism struggles, AIDS, indigeonous peoples struggles, 
boycott campaigns, a network newsletter, alternative and 
pirate radio, polysexuality and a planning meeting for the 
Anarchist Unconvention that takes place in Toronto from 
the Ist to the 4th of July. à 

There was a wide range of ideas, attitudes and approach- 
es, which included a number of people who chose not to 
attend on principle because they felt that merely organ- 
izing a networking meeting was exclusive and elitist, 
with attendance out of the question for those who are 
tied to jobs, offspring or who have limited funds. 

Overall the meeting was a success if only for the per- 
sonal contacts made with others working on similar issues. 
A description of the meetings will be included in the 

network newsletter called "Mayday." 


The next Mayday should be out in April. Write them 


at: Mayday  /o Gabriella 

P.O. Box 3266 

El Segundo, CA., Send Amerikkkan $$$ 

90245 — 8366 : 

CREEPING FASCISM 
B.C.'s new anti labour legislation, Bills 19 and 20, 

were compared to similar laws under Italian Fascist 
leader Benito Mussolini. Dave Werlin of the Alberta 


Federation of Labour said, "It is in fact the cutting 
edge of a fascist police state" He said B.C. has the 
most reactionary labour laws in Canada and other govern- 
ments are watching the situation carefully to see what 
can be gotten away with. "It'll spread like a disease, 
like a plague across this country." he said. 

The Sun 


MARIJUANA OR GUERILLAS? 
US DEFOLIATES GUATEMALA 
ee SUAIBHALA 


Between April and June 1987, the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) sprayed vast areas of Guatemala's north and 
western regions with highly toxic defoliants, ostensibly to 
eradicate marijuana, Poppy fields and the fruit fly. 

Approximately one third of Guatemala was sprayed with 
glyphosate (RoundUp), used extensively in the forests of 
B.C., and malathion by U.S. pilots, authorized by the 
Crezo government. As of mid-June, 14 people had died and 
hundreds were poisoned after drinking contaminated water. 
The University of San Carlos condemned the spraying of 
the country's greates wildlife reserve and the largest 
area of untouched rainforest in Central America. It is 
reported that the insecticiéé paraquat and the fumigant 
EDB were also used. The Spraying will cause extensive 
ecological damage and, because it was carried out in the 
rainy season, stands to contaminate the ground water. 
Hundreds of cattle were reported dead. 

Since the targetted areas are not used for marijuana 
cultivation, the reason for the Spraying seems to be mil- 
itary: the Guatemalan government is involved in "counter- 
insurgency" operations there against a number of anti-govern- 
ment groups. Also a larger than usual number of fires in 
the area has people Suspecting that napalm has also been 
used to deliberately defoliate the forest. 


Akwesasne Notes, Fall 1987 


SLASH BURNING 


"There has been a 
Spring and the haze 


lot of slash burning out here this 
has cooled our spring down abnormally. 
It also caused some strange occurances with the new foliage, 
which just withered up and is all Spotty, if not dead, 
after the first rainfall. It could have been acid or light, 
don't knov yet as we are just having the tests done and are 
doing some studies into weather modification from slash burn- 
ing. From the satellite photos, it is quite evident that 
we have created our own little weather system over the 
coast and up into the Charlottes. It is criminal. Some 
major happenings are causing much concern about the sur- 
vival of the remaining rainforest, and I wonder if we haven't 
just gone too far for it to sustain itself. 
We will keep you informed about the results of tests." 
Susanne Hare, Wickanninish Island, B.C. 
PO. Box 394, Torino, B.C. VOR 220 


WARNING 
CHEMICAL 
STORAGE 


AUTHORIZED PERSONS 


ONLY 


IN CASE OF FIRE USE 
EXTREME CAUTION 


PESTICIDE CONTHOL BRANCH 
BRITISH COLUMBIA MINISTRY Of ENVIRONMENT 


ANTI-PESTICIDE VICTORY IN KOOTENAYS 


After widespread public protest the B.C. Environmental 
Appeal Board revoked C.P. Rail's permit to spray the herb- 
icide Spike 80W along its tracks in the Slocan Valley. 
Thousands of residents lined the tracks on June 17th '87 
and took Environment Ministry officials on a tour to show 
how the herbicide would leak into drinking water. It's 
only the 3rd time since 1982 that the Board has revoked 
a permit. 

In the summer of '86, the Ministry of Forestshalted the 
application of the herbicide "Roundup" (Glyphosphate, the 
same one the U.S. is using to defoliate Guatemala, manu- 
factured by Monsanto) after widespread Direct Action. The 
Kootenays is a region where a higher than average number 
of ex-urban 'back to the landers' have settled. After the 
termination, a sympathetic worker inside the Ministry 
leaked a government document dealing with the issue. It 
seems the government, alarmed at the growing dissent, 
hired two consultants to advise them on how to deal with 
protests. They advised immediate halts to the application 
of chemicals in the West Kootenays in order to stop the 


spread of protest boiling over into all of the other regions 
of the provice, where the spraying goes on without problems. 


The policy seems to have been effective. 


Source: ecomedia 


CHARLOTTE RESIDENTS FIGHT 2,4-D USE 


The same Environmental Appeal Board that revoked spray- 
ing permits in the Kootenays for 'Roundup', approved the 
use of 2,4-D to spray forests in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. 2,4-D, or Agent Orange, used extensively as a 
defoliant in Vietnam by the Amerikkkans, is a mutagen 
that has turned that South East Asian land into a death 
trap. Board chairman Ralph Patterson declared that the 
application of 5 metric tonnes of 2,4-D by MacMillan 
Bloedel and the Forest Ministry to control the growth 
of alder, "will not cause an unreasonable adverse effect 
on mankind or the environment." Patterson dismissed 


| 
| 
| 


concerns by Haida Indians and other residents about con- 
tamination of fish, game and traditional herbal medicines. 

Council of Haida Nations vice president Frank Collison 
testified "there are serious problems with the health of 
our people and we believe it is due to the use of chemi- 
cals on the islands." 

À Cancer Control Agency of B.C. study shows the 
Charlottes ranks third out of 75 school districts in 
the cancer death rates. 

Islands Protection Society spokesperson Susan Williams 
called the Board's approval of spraying "a mockery." 


We wonder how much Patterson gets on the sly from Dow 
Chemical. 


Source: ecomedia 


VIVA LOS CASEMAKERS! 


The Vancouver Parks Board has turfed a plan to spray 
the controversial chemical 'Malathion' on trees in the 
Eastside to control the spread of Oak Ribbed Casemakers. 

East 2nd resident Stephanie Boggan contacted neigh- 
bours to try to stop the pesticide application. Malathion 
exposure brings on flu-like symptoms and leads to a break- 
down of the nervous system, changes in the brainwaves 
and ultimately to sterility, paralyses, birth defects and 
cardiac arrest. Board policy is to use "organic, non- 
toxic solutions" on infestations. 

The plan would have had workers Spray the poison with 
hoses onto the trees, some of them 25 metres in height. 
Stephanie Boggan has trees six metres from her home. So 
it seems the caterpillars will be left alone for now to 
Spin their silken webs. The birds will like things better 
this way too. 


Source: The Echo Mar. 16th 


HOLOCAUST IN BRAZIL 


Brazilian environmentalist and tropical rainforest ex- 
pert Jose Lutzenberger, speaking in Victoria in November, 
said that rainforest demolition now stands at 100,000 
square kilometres a year. In Brazil this represents "the 
biggest biological holocaust in the history of life, and 
the disappearance of the rainforest Indians is perhaps one 
of the greatest tragedies of our times." 


Source: 
9, 1987 


Sierra, Nov.-Dec. 1987 & Times-Colonis, Nov. 
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NO TOXIC TRASH AT CACHE CREEK! 
ee A OALE CREEK 
BEAR SLAUGHTER IN BC 


The Bonaparte Stuctwesemc Band and the Lower Mainland 
Natural Alliance have joined forces to stop the dumping of 
300,000 metric tonnes of Vancouver's waste on the sacred 
burial grounds and berry gathering areas of people of the 
Shuswap Nation living on the banks of the Bonaparte River, 
300 kilometres Northeast of Vancouver. The plan would see 
garbage, including toxic waste containing chlorides, sodium, 
phosphates, solvents, oil, gas and pesticides dumped just 
outside Cache Creek where these people have lived for un- 
told generations. 

They have issued a statement which reads: 

"We are the link between our Ancestors and Future Cen- 


Because of last fall's drought in B.C., the bears' main 
Source of food - the berrycrop - failed, leading bears to 
wander farther afield than usual. Inevitably, they came 
into contact with farms, campgrounds and towns. Possess— 
ing an exaggerated fear of bears, many people then called 
in Conservation Officers, or shot bears themselves. The 
result was an extensive massacre, especially in the dry 
areas (Prince George, the Lake District, the Cariboo/Chil- 
cotin and Fraser Valley). 

According to the Quesnel C.0., over 100 so-called 
à "nuisance bears" in both the Quesnel and Williams Lake area: 
erations and we call ourselves the Stuctwesemc People of were shot by early September, and some estimates put the 
the Shuswap Nation. number of slaughtered bears (black and Grizzlies) as high 

When settlers first came to the territory we welcomed as 3000-5000. About 90% of the "nuisance bears" are shot 
them and taught them how to use our survival skills and on sight, not because they have done damage to property or 
resources; we are a sharing people." people. By November, it was estimated that 20 to 30% of the 

Once again it has been prophesied that we must share blackbear population had been wiped out. In addition, pre- 
our survival knowledge with others, for if we do not, none ssure on the bears has been mounting from sports hunters, 


of us will ages ; Ad with "open seasons" on black bears in many areas. Research- 
The Creator of Life gave us an important responsibility. ers point out that it is not correct that the number of 


" We E d Eus = ee Co ER and Ead black bears has been rising in B.C.; rather, human encroach- 
ance the Natural wor or it has been said: VOUT ee ment on the wilderness is setting the stage for more fre- 
stroy the Mother, you destroy the Children of the Mother." quent encounters with bears. It is also not correct that 

We have been BLVeR these lands, lakes and rivers to bears will stay around in one place. If bears are sighted 
wv x eU UE BC researchers advise people to give them a day or two to 

3 Sege move on — not to reach for the rifle straight away. 

Hydro's Hat Creek Project (coal mining) and against the Source: the New Catalyst ? d 
B.C. Government's plan to place a toxic chemical dump in 
a lake above our homes. 

Our immediate responsibility is to protect our burial 
grounds near Cache Creek from a G.V.R.D. - WesTech plan 


for a massive garbage dump. 
We cannot and will not allow the contamination of the ypeeee—————— 
Salmon and the other life through the poisonous chemicals onm 


that will surely drain into the Bonaparte, then the Thomp- 
Son and Fraser Rivers. 

With an effective recycling effort it is not necessary 
to place a garbage dump on anyone's land. This threat is 
another prime example of the continual mismanagement of 
the Earth's resources. 

Our intention is to join with the other First Nations 
and organizations, environmental and human rights organ- 
izations, and the general public of like mind in preven- 
ting this further assault against life. 

And we do not plan to stop there. It has come to our 
attention that poisons have entered the Thompson and Fraser 
Rivers from many locations. These poisons are entering 
the Salmon, Oolichans, Sturgeon - and ourselves. The long 
term effect is hard to determine, but certainly we must 
learn more about how the soil, water and air are being 
contaminated, and join with ohters in reversing this on- 
going destruction. 

Please help. It is not too late. We are asking fin- 
ancial, moral and active support from the general public 
to continue the battle against this mega garbage dump. 
Call or write to Bonaparte: 

Stuctwesmc Band, Attn Natural Alliance, 

Box 669 Cache Creek, B.C., 

VOK 1HO Ph. (604) 457-9624 
Also: Lower Mainland Natural Alliance, 

8305 Agean Crecent, 

Vancouver, B.C. 

V5S 4H9 Ph. 437-3634 or 467-6795 


Source: Ecomedia 


low-level flights in BC 


The filth have started it here... The first run 
was March 9th. Long range, high speed, low level, 
bactical nuclear weapons anpouult braining. Ol'-15 
fighters. F-15s. FB-111 bombers. B-1Bs and B-52s, 
cruising only 100 metres above Earth. Ten, twenty, or 
thirty of them over the widerness. 

I was somewhat familiar with the fact that the 
Innu and Dene peoples of Nitassinan ("Our Land" in 
Innu; northeastern Quebec and Labrador) have been 
terrorized since 1979 by tactical fighter and bomber 
training over their territory. But I didn't know many 
details seme When it all started, the filth said 
that they just wanted to do a few flights; some in 
each of the seasons. It's like somebody walks up be- 
hind you and clubs you in the back of the head. Once 
you're down, you're politely asked if you've got any 
complaints. Meanwhile, they're taking another swing 
at you.... The Innu and Dene peoples of Nitassinan 
were not aware of what lay in store for them. 

Over in the East, there's not too many white folks 
live in the bush up there. Except around Goose Bay. 
The folks there are mostly military filth, their fam- 
ilies or parasites who provide services for the filth. 
The rest of the peoples, the first peoples, were not 
asked about the flights. Well, actually, they were 
asked, but then that's the democratic way. The veneer 
of democracy. You know how it works. Oh yeah, and 
they did do environmental impact studies. Well sure: 
The Department of National Offense did ono. Tt would 
have an impact they said. Makes noise. Causes stress. 
But.you see, the whites in Goose Bay wanted the flights, 
and so did the DNO. the generals. And so did the 
AmerKKKans. Soooo.. fuck the Indians. 

They've escalated from a few flights in '79, to 
over 6,000 flights last year. 6,000 flights means 
more than 15 a day, average, everyday. Now, not just 
the Canadians and AmeriKKKans, but also the British, 
West Germans and Dutch are training killers over 
Nitassinan. 

The Canadian government is now modernizing facil- 
ities in Goose Bay in an effort to encourage NATO to 
build a Tactical Fighter Weapons Training Centre there. 
The Turkish government is promoting a site there, near 
Konya. If the Canadian site is too be chosen (the de- 
cision is to be announced soon), it would establish the 
first NATO base on Canadian soil. It would mean a 
dramatic increase in the number of flights, and also 
the creation of bombing ranges for the boys. 

There has never been a treaty signed with the Dene 
or the Innu. The Innu claims roughly 300,000 square 
kilometres of territory. They had been living with 
the caribou as a way of life before the white invaders 
arrival. Since then they've been forced onto reser- 
vations. They've had their language and religion 
stripped from them and made illegal. Enormous reser- 
voirs behind hydroelectric power installations have 
flooded immense regions, upsetting weather patterns, 
and destroying the cycle of life. The people are 
thrown in jails for hunting the caribou. The original 
peoples have suffered greatly here. They say the mil- 
itary flights disrupt further the migrations of the 
caribou. The DNO is doing an environmental impact 
Study... The rulers assure us Lat the war makers are 
Studying the effects on the Earth. A Newfoundland 
governmental task force study of 'The Health Effects 
of Low-level Flights warned in it's conclusion of 


the "increasing probability that VIOLENCE could occur 
given the rising levels of tension in Goose Bay over 
the military flights." They saw this as a "signifi- 
cant public health concern," 

Now they've started over here. Super(Sonic) Nat- 
ural BC. The flight corridor stretches from the North 
end of Vancouver Island, past Ocean Falls, by Bella 
Bella, over vast regions of ‘uninhabited bush', cros- 
sing highway 16 near Burns Lake, up past Fort St John 
and then on to the Primrose Lake Air Weapons Range. 

Primrose Lake. Also known as Cold Lake(name of the 
base). In '53 the Feds leased 4,600 sq miles to the 
DNO for 20 years so that they could test Air Weapons 
Systems. Five Cree Metis bands were cleared from their 
traditional hunting, trapping and gathering areas. A 
sacred burial ground was lost to the might of the 
military. In '57 the Feds were forced to compensate 
the Metis, as they'd already paid off the white trap- 
pers and fishermen of the area. The Metis were given 
$800 each. The people understood that they would be 
given their traplines back after 20 years. They were 
not told that the filth's lease was renewable to 
perpetuity. The Dene Metis on the Norther border of 
the range were never compensated for their loss. 

The new flight corridor, Route IR-910, is 1,387 
kilometres long and 15 wide. Archie Pootlass of the 
Oweekneno Kitasoo Nuxalk tribal council of Bella 
Coola BC said, "...hunting, fishing and trapping is 
our sustenance and it shouldn't be disturbed because 
our people are so disadvantaged." Birds reproductive 
cycles are disturbed. The flights will affect moun- 
tain goats, sheep, caribou, elk and moose, causing 
panic reactions and interfering with mating. These 
are only the most spectacular results. The overall 
effects run deeply through the entire life cycle. 
Every living thing is disturbed in some way. 

The US Air Force - Strategic Air Command also com- 
missioned a report on the impacts of the flights. 
Their consultant says residents and wildlife 'could' 
suffer. These types of flights are not allowed over 
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US airspace. They illega 
"accepted some of the recommendations and will take & 
measures to lower impacts" such as raising the alt- 4 
itude of aircraft over towns and wildlife "wherever a / 
possible". Impossible. Native peoples are wary and An 
cynical. Pootlass wasn't told beforehand about the ZU? 
war games. e 5 

The Innu tell stories of birds laying eggs in mid- 
flight and of caribou birthing spontaneously on the 
run. Stu Reeder of the BC Wildlife Federation said, 
"Helicopter skiing in the Kootenays(Southwestern BC), 
9curoo tho mountain goats oo much they fall off the 
mountainsides and kill themselves. This is obviously 
what we're up against except much more serious." 

The AmeriKKKans hired the firm Environmental Sciences 
Ltd to do their own impact study of IR-910. Wayne 
Dorval, the president of ESL and the one responsible 
for the report said, "It would be mindless for us to 
say that flying right over nesting birds and goats 
wouldn't cause significant concerns, but our client 
(the US Air Force) recognizes this and has been com- 
pletely cooperative and flexible.... assuming our 
recommendations are accepted, the military exercises 
are benign(have no effect) providing safeguards are 
in place." How nice. 

If all of this isn't enough for you, another low- 
level flight corridor was created in the North West 
Territories a couple of years ago. The Territorial 
Assembly (all of it's elected members are independant, 
and not members of the big three political parties) 
rejected the flights unanimously. They have gone ahead 
regardless of the opposition. It was stated by one 
member, "The aspect of the flights not acceptable to 
me is that of helping American bomber pilots become 
effective at the job of delivering nuclear weapons 
tobe dropped on another country or countries." US 
Strategy requires that it's pilots be good at drop- 
ping nuclear weapons on foreign countries. This all 
part of the new NATO 'Deep Strike' strategy which 
is the doctrine of deep penetration of Warsaw Pact/ 
Soviet territory in an attempt to 'win' a decisive 
victory. Official policy states that weapons may be 
either conventional or nuclear. One can only assume 
that the Soviets would not wait to see which type of 
weapons are to be used. The chances of all out nuclear 
war have been greatly increased. 

Yet another low level corridor has been proposed 
in the region over Lake Superior in Northern Ontario. 
This one may be operational soon. 

One day of flights has now taken place in BC. 

Below is a list of some statistics released by the 
fiin l 

- Proposed Low-Level Route Activity. Normal 
activity along each route will consist of the fol- 
lowing four exercises per year(one day per exercise): 


H 


GLOBAL SHIELD exercise (daytime) will occur 
during 15 May - 20 June. The one day exercise will 
include & maximum of 25 bombers and 15 fighters. 


SHOWTIME exercise (daytime) will occur during 
15 November - 20 December. The one day exercise will 
include & maximum of 15 bombers and 15 fighters. 


SAC exercises (daytime and nightime) will occur 
during March and September (one day each month). Each 
exercise will include a maximum of 15 bombers. 
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The following are actual altitudes and speeds to 
be flown by Strategic Air Command on both proposed 
Canadian routes (BC and NWT). 


B-1B 580 mph average 
350 feet Above Ground Level (AGL) 


B-52 450 - 475 mph average 
400 — 500 feet AGL 


FB-111 530 - 580 mph average x 
400 — 500 feet AGL 


* The investigation of all US military aircraft 
accidents in Canada will be accomplished by US auth- 
orities. The make-up of the investigation team is 
the responsibility of US authorities; however, a 
Canadian observer will be part of the team. All re- 
quired follow-up actions will be the responsibility 
of US authorities but will be coordinated through 
the appropriate Canadian agencies. 

* Comments and questions regarding the proposed 
Low-Level routes can be referred to; Media Liason, 
Department of National Offense, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1A OK2 


As you can see, exact dates of the tests are not 
given. The is the same policy used with the cruise 
missile tests in the North. An effective method to 
diffuse dissent. 

As the Monster of civilization continues to crumble, 
the Empire steps up it's offensive. The war machine 
must be smashed. The military filth calling the shots 
are sick... insane. Their humanity has been bludgeoned. 
They must be stopped. 

Nowhere to go. Nowhere to hide. 


Contacts; Committee for the Demilitarization of 
Nitassinan, Montréal, Québec. 
phone: (514) 274-0604 (version francaise 
aussi disponible) 


North Atlantic Peace Organization- Québec/ 
Labrador Updates, PO Box 13392, Stn A, 
St John's, NFLD, Canada, A1B 4B7 


Caribou Presbytery, c/o Box 55, Vanderhoof, 
BC, Canada, VOJ 3A0 (a coalition recently 
formed in BC) phone:(604) 5672653 or 567-3383 


Nobody predicted it... Oh sure, later, the specialists all 
pointed to so-callec "objective conditions", and described how 
this condition and that and the other brought about "the moment". 
But still, no-one predicted it. It came as a surprise. A great 
,Shock to some. Those who had something to lose. To others ii was 
an explosion of freedom, of power, a celebration of life and love. 

Large student movements had developed in Japan, West Germany, 
the United States, Italy and elsewhere. In France it quickly grew 
into a mass movement that sought to overthrow the socio-economic 
structure of capitalist society. The University of Nanterre in 
Paris was shut down by the Dean on May the 2nd. The next day the 
Sorbonne was closed and riot police were sent in to attack stu- 
dent demonstrators. This set off a chain reaction. Students ej- 
ected from their universities, took to the streets, drawing layers 
upon layers of new people into the struggle. For a week the de- 
monstrations grew larger and more militant. On May 10th some 
50,000 decided to occupy the traditional student part of the city 
the Latin Quarter. They built over 60 barricades in the streets 
with newspaper stands, automobiles, construction equipment and 
whatever else was at hand. The police were ordered to clear the 
streets. The resulting battle lasted several hours, with repeated 
charges by club swinging riot police firing a deluge of phophorus 
grenades and teargas at the students who responded with molotov 
cocktails, homemade smokebombs and cobblestones torn from the 
KA streets. Hundreds of police and demonstrators were injured, many 
3 of then:serioosly. 

Up to this point, the newspapers, including the Communist 
Party organ, L'Humanité, had characterized the student movement 
UTE dE x as "tiny groups" and "adventurist extremist". After the brutality 

: of the 10th, the Communist Party led union, the CGT, called for 
a general strike. On May the 13th over 800,000 people hit the 
streets of Paris to demonstrate against the state repression; 
ihese were no tiny groups. The next day the factory of Sud Aviation 
was taken over by it's workers who held the chairman hostage. On 
the 15th, numerous plants were taken over by workers, including 
the automobile producer Renault. Students and workers occupy the 
French national theatre, the Odeon, and plant revolutionary red 
and black flags on it's dome, announcing an end to a culture 
limited to only the economic elite. 

Students have taken over the universities and are organizing 
comittees of action and factory occupations continue to spread 
while the radio stations continue to broadcast that the students 
are concerned only with final examinations and workers only with 
improving their salaries. 

Inside the liberated universities, the state, the ministries, 
the faculty and student government bodies are no longer recognized. 
A vast experiment is taking place. Laws are now being made in the 
lecture halls and auditoriums by "general assemblies". There is a 
great explosion of creativity. Art and posters quickly cover the 
walls everywhere. Spray paint is the most popular medium of com- 
munication. Walls now captured the imagination of passersby with 
their scrawled words, much of it inspired by the Situationists. 
"Power to the imagination!" "Forbidding is forbidden!" "Only the 
iruth is revolutionary!" Posters reflected the deeply libertar- 
ian philosophy; "Humanity will only be happy when the last capi- 
talist is strangled with the guts of the last bureaucrat!" 
"Culture is disintegrating. Create!" "I take my dreams as reality 
for I believe in the reality of my dreams!" University corridors 
sprang to life with poster wisdom;"Workers of all lands, enjoy 
yourselves!" "Those who carry out a revolution only halfway, 
merely dig their own graves.(St. Just)" "Long live communication! 
Down with telecommunication!" "We will claim nothing. We will ask 
for nothing. We will take! We will occupy!" 

Action comittees established contacts with striking workers 
and leaflets informed them of the experiences of direct democracy 
taking place at the universities. 
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20 YEARS AGO 


The insurrection quickly spreads throughout Paris and the rest 
of the country. France is brought to it's knees. The impossible, 
the unimagined has happened. The world is shocked. De Gaulle 
orders the army and the police to stay in their barracks and 
stations, for their safety cannot be guaranteed. 

But something is amiss. The worker-student action comittees 
are met at factories with the gates closed. The Communist union 
reps inside tell the comittees to go home. Workers, isolated in 
their homes and locked out of their factories, through radio, 
T.V. and the papers, hear only of workers demanding pay raises. 
No talk of workers demanding self-control over factories and an 
end to the bougeoise-capitalist state. 

Inside the factories the reactionary union bosses control the 
loudspeakers and the presses, repeating over and over that their 
leaders are working hard, negotiating to increase their wages 
and improve working conditions. Workers are told to stay away 
from the student "provocateurs". 

The trade union heirarchy were a negative force on the revo- 
lution. They had but one objective; to strengthen their own 
position of power within the existing social system. 

At this point the insurrection began to die. De Gaulle called 
in all of the troops at his disposal, including the Gaullist 
Action Civique - hundreds of thousands of petite bourgeoise 
supporters frightened by recent events hit the streets where the 
workers still had control. Riot police re-occupied factories. 


"The explosion which paralyses France in May 1968 was a frus- 
trated revolution and a clear warning. It represents a frustrated 
revolution to the students and workers who were rushing, almost 
blind with joy and enthusiasm, into a new society. But the revolt 
and the strike are a warning to all ruling classes, a warning 
to capitalists and bureaucrats, to governments and unions. The 
frustrated revolutionaries are beginning to take stock of the 
accomplishments and are attempting to pinpoint the shortcomings. 
However, the revolutionaries are not the only ones who are taking 
Stock. The forces of repression are also undertaking the task of 
analyses; they too are taking stock of the accomplishments, or 
rather the dangers unveiled for them in May '68. And the revol- 
utionaries will not be the only ones who will prepare for the 
next crises; the ruling classes will also prepare, and not only 
in France. Politicians, bureaucrats and capitalists will define 
the forms of the May revolution, so as to prevent their re-appear- 
ance; they will study the sequence of events, so as to prevent a 
recurrence of May 1968. In order to remain ahead of the forces of 


CONFERENCE SUR LES OPERATIONS 
ELEMENTAIRES DE MAINTIEN DE L'ORDRE 
ET EXERCICES PRATIQUES 

PAR LES n 


UNITES D'INSTRUCTION 
du FORT de CHARENTON 


From a police manual, instructions in riot control, France, 1970. 
Lessons in the elementary tactics of law enforcement and practical exercises. 
By the training corps of the Fort of Charenton. 
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reaction, the May. revolutionaries will have to provide more than 
Souvenirs; they will have to see the general models behind the 
specific sequence of events; they will have to analyse the con- 
tent behind the forms. 

The sequence of events which led to a sudden confrontation 
between French state capitalism and a determined revolutionary 
movement caught both sides by surprise. Neither side was prepared. 
But the moment of hesitation was fatal only to the revolutionaries 
the ruling class took advantage of the brief pause to extinguish 
the fire. The fact that only one side gained from the pause is 
understandable; the revolutionaries would have had to rush into 
the unexplored, the unknown, whereas the "forces of order" were 
able to fall back to well known, in fact classical forms of re- 
pression. 

The revolutionary movement rushed foreward at a tremendous 
speed, reached a certain line, and then suddenly, disoriented, 
confused, perhaps afraid of the unknown, stopped just long enough 
to allow the enormous French police forces to push the movement 
back, disperse it and destroy it. Reflection now begins on both 
sides. Revolutionaries are beginning to define the line which 
was reached; they are determined to go beyond it "next time", 
They had come so close and yet were pushed back so far! To many 
it was clear that steps into the unknown had been taken, that 


‘the line had in fact been crossed, that the sea had in fact begun 


to flow over the dam. To many it was not surprising that the dan 
should be reinforced, that efforts to stem the tide should be 
undertaken. What they had not expected, what they only. slowly 
and painfully accepted, was that sea itself should begin to ebb. 
They accepted the retreat with pain because they knew, as they 
watched the waters recede, that as high as the tide had risen, 
that as close as the flood had come, the sea would have to gather 
much more force, the tide would have to rise far higher, merely 
to reach the level of the dam once again. 

The ruling classes have been warned; one must assume that they 
will take the necessary precautions. Analyses of the particular 
cracks in the dam through which the floodwaters rushed will be 


undertaken by both sides. Such analyses will be a documentation 
of & perticular event, a history of a revolution that failed. On 
the basis of this documentation, ruling classes will prepare 
themselves to prevent the recurrence of the same event. This is 
why revolutionaries cannot use the documentation as a basis for 
the preparation of a future event: the same cracks will not be 
found twice in the same dam; they will have been repaired and 

the entire dam will have been raised. A future tidal wave will 
find new cracks in the dam, cracks which are as invisible to in- 
surgents as to defenders of the old order. This why conspiratorial 
organizations which plan to rush through a particular crack in 
the dam are bound to feil: no matter how ingenious their "central 
committees," there is no reason to assume that the "directors" 

or "leaders" of the conspiratorial group will be able to see a 
crack which the directors of the established order cannot see. 
Furthermore, the established order is far better armed with tools 
for investigation than any conspiratorial group. 


Historians will describe through which cracks the sea rushed 
in May 1968. The task of revolutionary theory is to analyse the 
sea itself; the task of revolutionary action is to create a new 
tidal wave. If the sea represents the entire working population, 
and if the tidal wave represents the determination to re-appro- 
priate all the forms of social power which have been alienated 
to capitalists and bureaucrats at all levels of social life, then 
new cracks will be found, and if the dam is immaculate it will 
be swept away in its entirety. 

At least one lesson has been learned: What was missing was 
not a small party which could direct a large mass; what was nis- 
sing was the consciousness and confidence on the part of the 
entire working population that they themselves could direct their 
Social activity. If the workers had posessed this consciousness 
on the day they occupied their factories, they would have proc- 
eeded to expropriate their exploiters; in the absense of this 
consciousness, no party could have ordered the workers to take 
the factories into their own hands. What was missing was class 
consciousness in the mass of the working population, not the 
party discipline of a small group. And class consciousness cannot 
be created by a closed secret group but only a vast, which dev- 
elopes forms of activity which aim openly to subvert the existing 
social order by eliminating the servant mentality from the entire 
working population." 


F. Perlman 
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With the events of May/June 68 an epoch came to an end. An 
epoch in which people could say "it can't happen here." Another 
epoch began: that in which people know the revolution is possible 
under the conditions of modern bureaucratic capitalism. 

For Stalinism too a period ended: the period in which the 
Communist Parties of Western Europe could claim they remained 
revolutionary organizations, but that revolutionary opportunities 
had never really presented themselves. This notion has now been 
irrevocably swept into the proverbial "dustbin of history." When 
the chips were down, the French Communist Party and those workers 
under it's influence proved to be the final and most effective 
"brake" on the revolutionary self activity of the working class. 

There are no hard and fast rules to be learned from what hap- 
pened in France in 68. We must discuss the successes and the 
failures and develope new analyses to keep up with an ever changing 
world. 

There is a danger here. If the revolution is only an explosion 
lasting a few days (or weeks) the established order - whether it 
knows it or not - will be able to cope. What's more - at a deep 
level - class society if it is to continue to exist even needs 
such jolts. This kind of revolution "permits" the society to 
survive by compelling it to transform and adapt itself. This is 
the real danger today. Explosions which disrupt the imaginary 
world in which alienated societies tend to live - and momentarily 
bring them down to earth - help them eliminate outmoded methods 
of domination and evolve new, more sophisticated and flexible ones. 
Our problem is now to destroy the social context in which these 
new forms of domination exist. 


Mostly plagiarized from various publications. 


For two excellent reports and analyses from eyewitnesses in Paris: 
"Worker-Student Action Committees, France May '68" 
published by Black and Red - Detroit 


and "Paris - May 1968" Dark Star, Rebel Press - London 


STSAYN (STEIN VALLEY) 
THE LAST NL'AKAPXM WILDERNESS ? 


"At Lytton is the middle of my house, and I sit there. 
All the country to the headwaters of all the streams run- 
ning into the valleys between these posts is also our ter- 
ritory in which my children gather food. We extend to 
meet the boundaries of the hunter, territories of other 
tribes all around over all this country I have spoken of, 
I have jurisdiction. I know no white man's boundaries or 
posts. If the whites have put up posts and divided my 
country, I do not recognize them. They have not consulted 
me. They have broken my house without my consent. All 
Indian tribes have the same as posts and recognized bound- 
aries, and the chiefs know thém since long before the first 
whites came to the country." 

CExpentlEm, "Head Chief", 
The Nl'akapxm Nation, 1858 

The fight to keep clear cut chaos out of the Stein 
watershed in Southwestern B.C. has entered a new phase. 

A moratorium has been called, halting road building by 
multinationals into the last major unlogged watershed in 
this region. The destruction has been halted until the end 
of April pending negotiations between the provincial gov- 
ernment and the Lytton and Mount Curry peoples. The state 
was faced with an overwhelming show of support for these 
people's determination to save their land, "...whatever it 
takes." 

The government was under intense pressure after it had 


told the bulldozers and blasters that they could begin build- 


ing a road into the valley. This go-ahead was a complete 
contradiction of recommendations made by a commission of 
their own bureaucrats which, after looking into the dis- 
pute, issued a statement saying that no logging should take 
place in the Stein without formal agreeement with the Lytton 
and Mount Curry Indians. 

The state had made no attempts whatsoever to even enter 
into discussion with the guardians of that part of Earth. 
Instead they formed an alliance with corporations and 
launched the "Share the Stein" campaign. Share the Stein 
meant taking out 90% of ‘harvestable’ timber from the 
heart of this last jewel of the natural world Northwest of 
Vancouver. 

The moratorium is seen by insiders as a public relations 
trick to enable the state to justify the slaughter by show- 
ing they attempted to negotiate an agreement. The two 
Sides have not yet begun negotiations but are preparing 
their positions. The state will undoubtedly orchestrate 
a misinformation campaign helped by, the media and then 
attempt to begin the rape, claiming the original people's 
demands to be 'unreasonable.' The corporations are up 
against a strong adversary. 


"As the direct descendants of those aboriginal people's 
who have inhabited, shared, sustained, and been sustained 
by the Stein Valley for tens-of-thousands of years down to 
the present, our authority in this watershed is inescapable. 
The responsibility we bear for protection of the Stein has 
been pased us by our ancestors from our earliest memories, 
and should not be lightly dismissed. We, ourselves, have 
never dismissed this obligation: we have never entered an 
agreement with any nation or government which would abro- 
gate our authority and responsibility in the Stein water- 
shed. 

It is our forebearers who developed the sustainable 
patterns of resource management in the Stein which leave 
the valley in its unmarred state today. Our tread has 
been deliberately light, but the spiritual and physical 
"footprints" of our peoples are evident for all to see 
throughout this watershed. to us, the valley is like the 
pages of a book upon which thousands of years of our his- 
tory are written. There is no other record in the Stein 
Valley except our own, and we can never willingly abandon 
our committment there. 


We can wait no longer for other governments to come to 
their senses. For us to exist as a people and a culture 
we need to preserve certain of our lands, the only right- 
ful place we have on this earth, in their natural state. 
We must continue to exercise our responsibility to protect 
these lands as we have since time began. 

Our position, which will never waver, is to maintain 

the forests of the Stein Valley in their natural state 
forever; to share our valley with other life forms equally, 
but also to share the valley with those people who can bri: 
to the Stein a respect for the natural life there similar 
to that taught us by our ancestors. 
We will seek and form alliances with other native nations 
in the defence of the Stein watershed and in opposition to 
the common thread of aboriginal injustice which we suffer 
along with indigenous peoples everywhere. 

Under the cooperative authority of our two bands we wil? 
maintain the Stein Valley as a wilderness in perpetuity 
for the enjoyment and enlightenment of all peoples and the 
enhancement of the slender life-thread on this planet. 

In so doing we are but honoring those ancestors whose 
legacy to us is the Stein Wilderness, and in our turn we 
will extend this same opportunity, legacy, and responsi- 
bility to generations yet unborn." 

Lytton Chief Ruby Dunstan 


info: Western Canada Wilderness Committee 
1103-1520 West 6th Ave., 
Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1R2 Ph. (604) 731-6716 
and: Stein Co-ordinator, Lytton/Mt. Curry Tribal 


Council, Box 1420, 


VOX 1VO 


Lillkooet, B.C. 


TEARS OF THE EARTH 
"Paint this way and thus not die soon." 


Nl'akaxpm Elder as told to him 
by his Guardian Spirit 


Nl'akapxm face paintings carry important messages for 
the people. this painting was of a mystery lake with two 
colours of water, (represented on the chin). This lake 
was to be found nestled in the mountains and trees, (rep- 
resented on the right side of the face). This man's guar- 
dian spirit was an earth spirit, (the tears of the earth 
are represented on the left side). The wilderness was the 
tonic for the people's health. As the Earth Spirit told 
this man, paint this way "and thus not die soon." 


Recorded c.1900 
Fieldnotes of Jimmie Teit 


and cultural-actiyities, the subtle signs and mytholegies 
ignored.: So ingrained-was this notion of human nature, 
that when the cave paintings at Altamira were discov- 
ered in 1679, they were denounced as a hoax by arche- 
ologists on the grounds that Ica Age hunters would 

not have.had either the leisure (due to the “struggle 
for existence") or the mind (since sophistication is 
revealed only through a complex technical apparatus) 
to create such a graceful art. Now the commonplece 

is to confuse a part with the whole, to regard human- 
ity as a sort af inngte technician. This view ignores. 
the complex rituals, languages, the dream: 
work of primitives, and fixates on their technics, see: 
ing àll evolution of culture, all "advancement" asa ` 
"function of revolutions in technical activities. It 

looks at the numerology, the baskets, and the stone 
tools of primitives as just simplified forms of cy ber- 
netics, nucleat containers, and laser cutters. Techno- 
latry demands that everything be called by ifs name. 


Technology Is A Way Of Life 
But to identify technology simply as tools or as 
machines, to say that technology is all physical exer- 
_tion towards creating material objects (as recent cor- 
respondents do), is to render the word incomprehens- 
ible, and to skirt the overwhelming fact that life has 
totally changed, that the technological apparatus has 
transformed human relations entirely, recreating us in 
its image. i i 
By calling technology the why in which human be- 
ings do everything from picking fruit to firing missiles 
into space, by. claiming that a society in which every 
sphere of human endeavor is ruled by technology is 
essentially the same as a society witha limited, bal, ` 
anced technics, this consciousnass conceals the fact 
that technology is a way of life, a specific kind of so- 
ciety. This is how the technocratic consciousness 
functions, objectifying and amputating the world so 
that on one hand, technology is seen as ubiquitous 
and universal, and yet on the other, it is reified into 
an object outside of social relations, hence “neutral,” 
quantifiable. (Which is why most discussions on tech- 
nology collapse into inventories and piecemeal analy- 
ses of tools, machinery, and techniques, which is ex- 
actly, because.technologital consciousness operates in 
this way.) e S 
Just as capital has been confused with the industrial 
apparatus and accumulated wealth, when in reality it 
is mofe than industrial plants and wealth, but social 
relations, so has technology been confused with ma- 
chines and tools, when it is in reality a complex of so-. 
cial relations, a “web of instrumentality,” a qualitative- 
ly different form of domination. Technology is capi- 
tal, the triumph of the inorganic, humanity separated 
from its tools and universally dependent upon the 
technological apparatus. (Critics of technology are 
commonly accused of being opposed to tools, when 
in reality it was modern technology, during the mechan- 
ization of life, which destroyed tools, and in this way 
degraded human labor.) - ` 
It is the regimentation and mechanization of life, 
the Universal proletarianization of humanity and the 
destruction of community. It is not simply machines, 
it is not even mechanization or regimentation alone. 
As Lewis Mumford pointed out in Technics and Civil- 
ization, these phenomena are not new in history; 


“what is new is the fact that these functions have beer 
projected and embodied in organized forms Which ~- 
dominate every aspett of our existence:"’-.. 


Smashes Down "Every Chinese Wall" 

One of the myriad activities of human beings has 
been the use of tools and simple machines to accomp- 
lish tasks. But until the emergence of modem techno- 
logical civilization, technics represented only a part of 
an orgàriic whole. Jacques Ellu , who uses the word 
"technique'' in a way which overlaps with the use of 
“technics” and “technology” in this article, and which 
he defines as “the totality of methods rationally arriv- 
ed at and having absolute efficiency (for a given stage 
,of development) in every fietd of human setivity,”” - 
writes in The Technological Society, that at one time, 
“technique was applied only in certain narrow, limited 
areas. . .Even in activities we consider technical, it was 
not always that aspect which was uppermost. In the 
achievement of a smal! economic goal, for example, . 


| the technical effort became secondary to the pleasure 
4 of gathering together... The activity of sustaining so- 


‘ cial relations and human contacts predominated uve: 
the technical scheme of things and the obligation to 
` work, which were secondary. 

"Society was free of technique,” he continues. 
With relatively simple tools, human beings created the 
things around them with remarkable sensitivity and 
ability. “This was a kind of technique,” says Ellul, - 
"but it had none of the characteristics of instrument- 
al technique. Everything varied from man to man aC-: 
cording to his gifts, whereas technique in the modern 
sense [in this way we separate that which constitutes 
-tools and technics from technology which, is a socia" 
order and generalized condition] seeks to elimiriate 
such variability." Now technology is dominant, in- 
vades every domain. Whereas before, limited, diversi- 
fied, local technics bore the stamp of the culture and 
the individuals from which they emerged, technology 
now changes all local and individual conditions to its 
own image. It creates a single, vast, homogenous 
technological civilization which smashes down "every 
Chinese wall," creates a dispossessed, atomized and 
deskilled human subject which is identical from Lap- 
land to Taiwan. à ; & 
~~ No single machine, no specific aspect of technology 
is responsible for this transformation, Rather, it is: 
the "convergence on man of a plurality, not of tech- 
niques, but of systems or complexes of techniques. 
The result is an operational totalitarianism; no longer 
is any. part of man free and independent of these tech- 
iques." It will be helpful to list some of the traits-of 
technology which Ellul calls characteristics of tech- 
nique. 


Characteristics of Technology —— 

First of all it is automatic, selecting the means to be 
employed by its own laws. It constricts choices in : 
this way because it makes them automatic, making 
human intervention unnecessary and meddlesome. 

It "objectifies." Secondly, it is self-augmenting. In 
other words, it grows beyond human control by mak- 
Ing geometric leaps. By replacing traditional methods. 
of doing things, and by creating whole new technology- 


dependent spheres of activity, it tends toward irrevers- 


ibility. Once.certain skills disappear, they rarely are re 
vived. Thirdly, it is unitary, which is to say, it com- 
bines to form a whole; it is an "ensemble of practices.” 
It is absurd to talk of technology separate from 


its use: "Whether the techniques involved make possi- 
ble the erection of a bridge, the promotion of anew . 


hairspray, or a heart transplant, only their precise 
measurements differ, not their psychological force or 


their internal makeup,” says William Kuhns, one com- 
mentator on Ellul, in The Post-/ndustrial Prophets. 

A process of synergism takes plate in which the effects 
of technology are revolutionized exponentially: as EL 
lul says, there is a "necessary linking together of tech- 
niques," which make a whole system. One area of 
technology combines with another to create whole , 
new systems at a rapid tate. The latest advancements 
in cybernetics, satellites and fiber optics make this 
description clear. 

Fourth, it is universal, In that it produces the same 
results everywhere. Fifth, it is autonomous, toler- 
ates no judgment from without and accepts no limita- 
tion.” It is not neutral because it brings with it its 
own “method of being used.” Every development in 
technology, even technical development Which seeks 
to “curb” certain deleterious: technological effects, 
will bring with it other unpredictable, even more dis- 
asterous effects, Se 

Even the techniques employed to “adjust” human 
beings to thé superhuman demands of the technologi- 
cal environment, the demands on the human psyche 
made by massification and mechanization, by the dis- 
cipline of labor and the collapse of comrnunity, only 
serve to integrate humanity into the technological mil- 
lieu and make it more subservient to machines, hence 
more threatened, more anxiety-riddeh, more demor- 
alized. Attempts to hümanize this environment 
through human techniques” such as education, 
amusements, commodity consumption, psychological 
conditioning, propaganda and medicine only serve to 
squander what remnants remain of our human inde- 
pendence, our resources arid our skills. 


A Depepulated World of Matter and Motion: 
Technology has replaced the natural landscape 
with the dead, suffocating surfaces of the modern 
Technopolis, a cemetery of^"Bounded horizons and 
reduced dimensions," Space has undergone an “in 
verse revolution.” Time, too, since the rise in the use 
of the weight-driven clock, is bounded and quantified. 
“The clock, not the steam engine,” writes Mumford 
in Technics and Civilization, "is the key machine of 
the modern industrial age. . . "Time took on the char- 
acter of an enclosed space." This quantification of 
knowledge and experience takes place on several lev- 
els, in the rise of standarized weights and measures, 
which accompanies the rise of the centralized state; 
in the spread of clocks and time-keeping, in the “ro 
manticism of numbers," which accompanies the rise of 
the money economy and its abstract symbols of ' 


wealth; in the riew scientific methods foreseen by Gal- 
iléo in confining the physical sciences to the so-called 


"primary qualities" of size, shape, quantity and mo- 


tion; and in the methods of capitalist book-keeping 
and the reduction of everything to exchange value. 
“The power that was sciehce and the power that was 
money," writes Mumford, "were, in the final analysis, 
the same kind of power: the power of abstraction, 
measurement, quantification. 
“But the first effect of this advance in clarity and 

sobriety of thought," he continues, "wás to devaluate 

every department of experience except that which 
lent itself to mathematical investigation. . .With this 
gain in accuracy went a deformation of experience as 
a whole. The instrurtients of science were helpless in 
the realm of qualities.: The qualitative was reduced to 
the subjective: the subjective was dismissed as unreal, 
and the unseen and unrneasutable non-existent. . 
What was left was the bare, depopulated world of mat. 
ter and motion: a wasteland.” ` 


Swordsmiths Turn Into Factory Laborers: - 
Although there, has been controversy, over whether 


new technologies and timekeeping spurred early | 
capitalist mercantilism, or whether the reverse was the" 
case, there is no reason to choose one interpretation 
over the other, Synergism was hera in effect: techni- 
cal development and capitalism went hand-in-hand, 
creating in their wake the technological civilization.of 
today. This system moves by way of the mechaniza- 
tion and the dubious “rationalization” of all life ac- 
cording to normative, technical criteria, reducing the . 
complex of human activities to a series of procedures. ` 
It isn't concerned with forma! and juridical "owner- ` 
ship” of the apparatus, nor with the characteristics of 
specific machinery, nor whether particular materials 
are used in production.. It is a combination of social 
regimentation and arrangement of machines, and there- 
fore a new world outlook, a technical culture which 
tends towards the absolute destruction of local com, 
munities and technics and towards the penetration of 
the megamachine into every aspect of life. Ellul writes, 
"When Andre Leroi-Gourhan tabulates the efficiency 
of Zulu swords and arrows ín terms of the most up-to 
date knowledge of weaponry, he is doing work that is 
obviously ditterent from that of the swordsmith of 
Bechuanaland \ sho treated the form of the sword, The 
swordsmith's choice of form was unconscious and 
spontaneous; although it.can now be justified by nu- 
merical calculations, such calculations had no place 
whatsoever i in the technical operation he performed." 
Technology transforms this process into a more 
efficient, more rationalized industrial process, and ail 
the swordsmiths into factory laborers. 

It is in the factory that we see the process of mech- 
anization at its height. Siegfried Giedion observes in 
Mechanization Takes Command, “Mechanization could 
not become a reality in the age of guilds. But social 
institutions change at soon as the orientation changes. 
The guilds became obsolete as soon as the rationalistic 
view became dominant and moved continually toward 
utilitarian goals. "This was the predestined hour for 
mechanization.” Murray Bookchin - writes (in 
“Self-Management and the New Technology,” Telos 
No. 41), "Of the technjcal changes that separate our 
Own era from past ones no single 'device' was more 
important than the least ‘mechanical’ of all—the factory. 


At the risk of casting all caution to the wind, | will aver 
that neither Watt's steam engine nor Bessemer's steel 
furnace was more significant than, the imple process 
of rationalizing labor into an industrial engine for the 
production of commodities. Machinery, in the con- 
ventional sense of the tefm, heightened this process 
vastly, but the systematic rationalization of labor in 
ever-specialized tasks totally demolished the technical 
structure of self-managed societies and ultimately of 
workmanship, the self-hood of the economic realm 

. .. The distinction between artisan and worker hardly 
requires elucidation, But two significant facts stand 
out that turn the transformation from craft to factory 
into a social and characterological disaster. Tha first ~. 
fact is the dehumanizatjon of the worker into a mass ` 
being; the second is the worker's reduction into a 
hierarchical being.” .- 


Technology "Neutral"? ` 


The notion: of the. ""neütrality'" of technology, based ; 


as it is on the refusal to admit that the massing of 
technology hes led to a qualitative change in its char- 
acter and hence in that of the environment around it, is 
patently ridiculous. The fact that massive-technolog- 
ical structures would take on corresponding human 
structures and modes of thought and experience is 
self-evident. Despite his productionist leanings, Marx 
makes this clear when he asks (In /ntroduction to the 
Critique of Political Economy), "Are nor singing and 
reciting and the muse necessarily put out of existence 
by the printer's bar; and do not necessary prerequisites 
of epic poetry accordingly vanish?” If the printing 
bar was powerful enough to retire the muse and put 
an end to singing and storytelling, what i$ to be said 
about the effects of the cathode ray tube, the com- 
puter, the pseudo-urbanization of the landscape, 

and the extreme specialization of human activity? 

The automobile, for example, was seen as simply a 
replacement for the horse and carriage, but mass pro- 
duction techniques combined with Ford's new con- 
ception of mass distribution gave the automobile a , 
significance that no one foresaw. In the case of the ` 


automobile, Ford's revolution actually came at the end a 


of a long period of technical preparation. Mass assem- 
bly-line production and interchangeability of parts 
dated back to the end of the eighteenth century; by 
the-end of the nineteenth century the process of 
mechanization was relatively stabilized, and produced 
a rise in expectations (exhibited in the popularity of 
the great international expositions on industry) ', 
which created the terrain for an enthusiastic reception 
to the automobile as an article for mass consumption. 
The expanding role of the state was also to play an , 
important role, since it was only the state which would 
have the means to create a transportation system based 
on the auto. Taking the automobile as an example, . 
who tan deny that technology creates its own inertia, 
its own direction, its own cultural milieu? Think how’ 
the automobile has transformed our world, our 
thoughts, images, dreams, our forms of association, 

in just the span of a few generations. The automobile 
has uprooted our communities, underrhingd our farm- 
lands, changed our very styles of eating (or contributed 


to changes already taking place through mechanization), 


redistributed our values, contaminated our sexual 
lives, polluted our air, both in the process of manu-. 
facture and of use, created a generalized ritual of sacri- 
fice, on the assembly line and on the road. But the 


automobile is only.one invention of thousands. Who - 
would have thought that within just a few years pf the 
inventien of television millions of human beings would 
spend more time in front of the cathode ray tube than 
in any other activity? Who would have thought that ` 
the world would become a radioactive nightmare, ` 


“wired for destruction,” within a few years of the 


Manhattan Project? And what do the new “revolu- M 


tionary” technologies have in store for us? - 


More Than The Steam Engine and the Cotton Gin 
Technology transmutes our experience, of this 

there is no doubt. Won't it also result in undermining 

our very organism, rather than continually improving: 


SR upon it, as it promisesd John Diebold, a generally pro- 


technology writer, points out the impact of technology | 
in Man and the Computer: Technology as an Agent of | 
Social Change, observing that it affects “not only the ` 
means but also the ends of individual and societal ac- 
tions." The Industrial Revolution was a revolution 
“because it created a new environment tor mankind, 

a new way of life.” It meant more than the steam ` 
engine and the cotton gin, but “a new tempo, a new ` 


RL ` outlook.” 


did, the new technologies will have even wider effects, 
since as Diebold notes, “they deal with the stuff of 
which society is made information and its communi- 
cation.” A recent popu arization of the new technolo- 
gies, The Techno/Peasent Survival Manual, an exceed- 
ingly pro-technology book, in speaking of the new 
science of neuromatics, describes an electrode helmet 
hooked up to a microcomputer which is able to snal- 
yze and measure the activity of the humen brain, 
“studying its electrical output in uniteàf 500 mili- - 
seconds . . . With this ability to quantify human 
thought, the technocrats are not only learning haw 
we think, they are in the process of challenging our 
very definitions of intelligence." 

This lame description, which treats the sameques- 
tion of the quantification of thought which began with 
Galileo's primary qualities, displays the mystification 
inherent to technological consciousness. What is 
changing is indeed a definition, a description, a way of 
looking at something which the technocratic structure 
cannot really comprehend without transmuting its. _ 
very nature. It represents the imposition of the tech- 
nology on the human mind, & procrustean bed which 
will “revolutionize” thinking by forcing it to conform 
to the parameters of the machinery. This description 
will reshape thought, which is always mutable and flu- 
id, and will become “true” by force, as the railroad 
became» more true than the buffalo, and the sheep - 
enclosure more true than the commons. ` 


The Diagram Group, which wrote The Techno/ 
Peasant Survival Manual, knows much better than the 
Marxists, who still argue the neutrality of technology, 
what these new developments portend: " Technology 
is happening now," they write =- " in your life 
and it will change the quality, if not the nature, of 
everything. Your job and your worklife will not be the 
same. Your home will not be the same, Your thoughts 
will not be the same...We are talking about an in- 
crease in the rate of innovation unprecedented in hu- 
mah history, what some svientists are now calling 
spiral evolution, Says Robert Jastrow, Director of 
Nasa's Goddard Space Institute, ' In another 15 years 
or so we will see the computer as the emergent form 
of life. " 

Over a hundred years ago, Samuel Butler expressed 
the same idea as satire, in his ironical utopian novel 
Erewhon, which lampooned^the positivist populariza- 
tion of Darwinism and the widespread belief that 
mechanization would usher in paradise. Butler sugges- 
ted that the theory of evolution was also applicable to 
machines. " It appears to us that we are cresting our 


own successors," he wrote. “We are daily adding to ` 
thé beauty and delicacy of their physical organization; 
we are daily giving them greater pt wer and supplying 
by all sorts of ingenious contrivances that self-reyulat- 
ing, self-acting power which will be to thém what in- 
tellect has been td the human rate " No tonger döes 
Butler's humor seem so humorous or fat-fetched. 
What starts out as farcé ends up as tragedy. Perhilps 
humanity will firíd itself eVeri further redübét frólfr 
being a mere appendage to the machine to. being a 
hindrance. ` 
Thé common beliéf of the techno-mysticism is that 
modern technologies, mechanization and computer 
communications systems diversify experience. But in 
reality, technology has represented a universal im- 


If industrial technology had the great effect that It ce. esse cox geen 


poverishment and homogenization of human experi- 
ence. , Mechanization has narrowed our horizons by ` ` 
standardizing our cultures into techno-culture and by. 
destroying all subtlety. Nowhere is this perhaps more 
evident (and mort invisible to those who have nothing 
to compare with their own experiences) than in the 
mechanization of agriculture, one example being the _ 
cultivation of fruit trees. As Giecion points out in. - 
Mechanization Takes Command, * The influence of 
mechanization ; . . leads to standardization of the fruit 
into few varieties `. . We have seen an orchard of 
42,000 McIntosh.trees; and the apples were so uhiform 
that they might have been stamped out by machine.” 
This was not always the case. He refers to a noted 
landscape architect of the first half of the nineteenth 
century who recommends 186 varieties of apple and 
233 varieties of pear, and who for the keeper‘of a 
small orchard recommends thirtv different kinds of c: 


apple " to kipen in succession" -names which are still 


relativery common in Europe where massified fruit 
cultivation has not taken place as it has in the U.S., 
where many of the varieties have become extinct, 
“The consumer is educated to rem fin content with 
little variety," writes Giedion. "The large red apple, 
which attracts the customer's eye, is especially favor- 
ed, and bred less for bouquet than for a resistant skin 
and stamina in transit. The flavor is neutralized, 
deliberately, it would seem." 


Redüced To Contemplating Computer Screens 

The disciples of mechanization now tell us that a 
computerized world will make it possible for us to. 
choose what information and products we wish to ré- 
ceive, that if one kind of information or commodity 
does not please us Wè can simply choose another. But 
this will not be much different from “changing the 
channel.” All df the information will be identical be- 
cause the technology will remake knowledge in its own 
image. And the experience of using it will be the same 
everywhere. 

We may think that we are choosing intprmetion on 
tribal peoples (who no longer gxist) over. minute:by: ` 
minute seismological surveys of the San Andreas, Fault 
| or traffic conditions in Tokyo, or French wines over, . 
Indonesian masks, but the truth of the matter is that 
we will be reduced to the experience of contemplating 
; computer screens, maintaining computer systems, 

; feeding the monster, reducing ourselves to its terms, ` 

What can fit into the computer, what is conducive 
to being transmitted by the techfology, will remain— 
what'cannot conform to its contours will vanish. That 


which remains will be transformed by its isolation from 
that which does not, and we will be changed irrevoca- 
bly in the process. A pseudo-community linked across 
an electonic void will take the place of traditional face 
to face culture; what remains will be a pulverized ag- 
gregate of units as terrifying in their "Seen as they 
are in their sameness. 

As in 1984, language will have to bs reshaped 
along with daily life." Certain modes of thinking, cer- 


tain words and notions, will simply become atrophied 
and disappear, like exotic and specialized species of 
birds. Later generations will not miss what they never 
had; computerese will say everything which is neces: , 
sary to say, for the domain of language and meaning 
will be the domain of the computer and the video . 
screen. History will be the history which appears on 
the screens—al! personal, idiosyncratic history will be 
erased. 

Even “personal” and cultural history which is pre- 
-erved will take on the configurations of the computer 
ianguage. Anything else, any subtiety which does not 
fit, will be incoherent. Memory will come to resemble 
the computer, human beings will imitate and everrtually 
resemble the machines that we have created. We 
won't be a hindrance to them, perhaps, since they will 
have absorbed us. Language is not “neutral” any more 
than information. Language is meaning and meaning 

represents power; to control and to shape meaning i$ 
& sontrot and to shape the human subject. 


Sims of the TE of the Future. 
^ Preposterous! say the deferiders of the megama- 
Chine. "Technology is not a thing which has escaped 
human control, it is simply something we do, and 

` furthermore it is an activity tn: which we engage be- 
cause we choose (o do so. No nne:denies that;choicé 
is involyed. But there are gly two choices: to accept 
technology’s terms or our own. But you anthropomior- 
phize this thing technology! howl the tethnomatons. 
How cari technology enslave us? Technology doesn’t 
enslave péople, people enslave people! This is not the 
place or time to discuss whether or not the technozóons 
which will compose the sinews of the megamachine of 
the future will be accurately described as human. Of . 
course technology is not a thing outside of human jn- 
teractions. It is a mutated form that these interactions . 
have takeft; future modes of domination wil! not take 
place in a vácuum, The form which they will take is 
now emerging. . 

Our total dependence on technology is the other. 
side of our dependence on the political state. The 
technologies, once “interfaced” (to use their own 
grotestjue word) with the technica? bureaucratic state, 
will create a qualitatively original form of domination. 
The nuclear-cybernetic police state will appropriate 
and coordinate the complex of technologies and mech- 
anisms of social control which previously had func- 
tioned in a competitive, chaotic manner. 

. We are only a step away from the universal comput- 
erized identification system. South Africa has already 
begun.to develop a system of computerized national 
identification and the fingerprinting of rts entire popu- 
lation, in order. “to fimit as far as possible the increas- 
ing attempts to infiltrate strategic installations and 
national key positions with a view to espionage and/or 
sabotage," in the words of its Interior. Minister. 


In the United States, a congressional commission 
recently voted in favor of national identification for 
citizens and "legal'aliens." Eugene Camps, St. Louis 
Chief of Police, has called for a computerized system 
to list "dangerous persons” in a national file to sur- 
véil "millions of people with problem backgrounds 
who have been allowed to move aróund freely and 
then have committed acts of violence," Many of us. 
ate already on government and corporaté cómputers.' 
It is only a matter of time for them to tink up the var- 
ious data banks into one enormous bank of informa- 
tion which will record every interaction we have, be 
it through travelling, purchases, legal problems, cen: < 
sus, political dissidence, bank transactions, or My 
number of possible activities: which the computer 
touches. 

A pamphlet recently published, The Atomic State 
and the People Who Have To Live In It, which des- 
€ribes this process in West Germany, emphasizes, 
“One has to assume that the worst things we can 
imagine, thé most páranolac thoughts we can have on- 
ly represent half of the plans the police departments 
really have. . In particular, the incorporation of mo- 
dern technology, of electronic data processing, and of 
computers has given a.hew dimension to the function 
of thé police force. : 


Freedom Is Not An Absolute 
But surveillance and regulation will not be necessary 
where there is no- threat. "Technology is already pre- 
paring the ground for much more pervasive farms of . 
control than simple data files‘on individuals. As such 
forms of control as total computerization, polygraph 
tests, psychological conditioning, subliminal suggestion, 
and electronic and video eavesdropping become part 
of the given environment, they will come to be per- 
céived as just as natural as superhighways and shopping 
centers are today. Freedom is not an absolute, ahistor- 
ical notion-any more than community is, Martin Shu- 
bik, in an article which defends computerization as a 
protector of "democratic values” while noting its 
dangers, concludes, “What freedoms do we intend to ^ 
preserve? Perhaps it Would be more accurate to ask: 
What rlew concepts of freedom do we iriterid to attach 
the old hàmes to?” 


Eventually computer technology may have no need 
of the methods it employs today and which seem so 
advanced to us. According to Lewis M. Branscomb, 
Vice President and Chief Scientist of IBM, the "ulti- 
mate computer’’—the "'picoprocessor," a trillion times 
stronger than today's best microprocessor, and con- 
structed of molecule-sized circuits—will be biological, 
patterned on DNA and cultivated in a petri dish. “If 
such a computer could be integrated with memory of 
comparable speed and compactness, implanted inside 
the skull and interfaced with the brain," write the 
Diagram Group authors blithely, human: beings would 
have more computer power than exists in the world 
today." Genetic engineering, cloning, integrating the 
human brain into cybernetic systems—lIs there any 


doubt at all that these developments will render the . "e 


human being obsolete just as industrial technology 


undermined human community? There will no long- 
er be any need to monitor an anarchic, unruly mass, 
since all the controis will be built right in from the 
start. It will be a world made by and-for technology, — 
a synthetic universe in which diversity and asymmetry" 
will be suppressed, in which local and individual pecul- 
iarities will be programmed away, a self-winding terrain 
managad by cybernetic clones. The “irrationality” 
of culture, of love, of death will be conquered. The 
computer will lull all into an eternal, dreamless, sleep. 
But if technology is effective in creating directly or 
indirectly ever more powerful modes of domination 
in its wake, it is not nearly so successful when used to 
curb its development and the conflicts, devastations 
and crises which ensue, According to the technocrats, 
technology can be curbed and made to serve human 
needs through “technology assessment." “Futurist” 
Alvin Toffler (who has made it his particular swindle 
to give $200-a-head seminars for executives where he 
speaks on technopianning for managers), argues that 
it is necessary to anticipate harmful secondary effects ` 
of technologies and prevent them from being devel- 
oped. "It is, for example,” he writes in typical : 
scientific-managerial fashion, "sometimes possible to - 
test new technology in limited areas, among limited 
groups, studying its secondary impacts before releasing 
it for diffusion." The scientistic stupidity and the 
technocratic authoritarianism of this statement are as 
obvious as its erector set methodology. But this is 
precisely the methodology employed by the manager- 
ial technocrats and their "consultants." Their short- 
sightedness at least reassures us that technology may 
self-destruct (taking us with it) before they can con- 
struct their Brave New World. Toffler’s reification of 
technology into a simple system which can be used in 
an isolated area, at the discretion of experts and man- 
agers, fails to understand how technology spreads, 
ow it transforms the environment, and most import- 
antly, how it is already trapped within its own pro- 
cedural inertia. It seems clear on the face of it that 
the new technologies appearing everywhere simultan- 
eously could not be isolated so that their effects 
could be seen. It is the effects of the whole system 
that must be taken into account, not the laboratory 
eftects of an isolated component. 


Technology s Social implications 

Technology cannot be isolated from itself and stud- 
ied with its own techniques. The laboratory experi- 
ments in a given geographical or social area performed 
by the huge, powerful, bureaucratic hierarchy of tech- 
nicians and managers Ze technology and-carries its 
social implications within it. The results of innovation 
will necessarily have multiple and unpredictable sig- 
nificance to the different sectors of the megamachine. 
By its enormity and its stratification, it has alleady 
removed what were once local, traditional activities 
from the controt of individuals and communities and 
made all dependent upon the apparatus. But by re- 
ducing the living activities of human beings to its pro- 
cedural “rationality,” it creates its own inertia and 
its own “laws of motion.” 

Giedion shows clearly in his discussion of the 
mechanization of bread baking how technology, by 


becoming trapped within its own instrumentality and 
centered on the hyperraticnality of procedure, not 
only shifts an activity beyond the capacity of individ- 
uals to have control over it, but ultimately undermines 
the very ends that it starts out to accomplish. How 
did bread, which was produced locally and on a smali 
scale, succumb to the large mechnization of the cor- 
porations, asks Giedion. But more importantly, how 
was it that public taste was altered regarding the 
nature of the "staff of life," which had changed little 
over the course of centuries, and which "among food- 
stuffs, ... has always held a status bordering on he 
symbolic"? Mechanization began to penetrate every 
province of life after. 1900, including the organic. 
Agriculture and food fell under the sway of.technol- 
ogy. As téchnology demands increasing outlays and 
sophisticated machinery, new methods of pushing 
consumption, “revolutionary” forms of distribution 
and consumption are devised which eclipse the local 


baker, Massification demands uniformity, but uni- 
formity undermines bread. “The complicated ma- 
chinery of full mechanization has alteréd its structure 
and converted it into a body that is neither bread nor 
cake, but something half-way between the two. What- 
ever new enrichments can be devised, nothing can 
really help as long as this sweetish softness continues 
to haunt its structure.” 


How taste was aduiterated, how “ancient instincts 
were warped,” cannot be easily demonstrated. Again, 
what is important is not a specific moment in the 
transformation of techniques, or that specific forms 
of technology were employed, but the overall process 
of massification by which simple, organic activities are 
wrested from the community and the household and 
appropriated by the megamachine. But bread baking 
represents a part of a large cycle which begins with 
the planting df wheat, Mechanization invades every 
sector of the. organic and undermines it, forever 
altering the structure of agriculture, of the farmer, of 
food. Bread is not only undermined by mechanization, 
the farmer is driven from the land. Giedion asks, 
"Does the changing farmer reflect, but more conspic- 
uously, a process that is everywhere at work? ... 

Does the transformation into wandering unemployed 
of people who for centuries had tilled the soil corres- 
pond to what is happening in each of us?” j 


Technology Beyond Contre! CZ 

The managerial notion of “technology assessment” 
is comparable to attempting to stop a car careening 
out of control by referring to a manual concerned. 
with its manufacture or repair. The efficiency of 
technology is inefficient, and its engineering is myopic 
and stupid. Each technical sector pursues its own ends 
separate from the totality. Each department of the 
bureaucratic machine trles to maintain its power and 
its influence. The very nature of the technical- 
bureaucratic apparatus which technology demands 
undermines its own planning, making it chaotic and 
irrational. There is never enough information to make 
proper decisions; the megamachine creates a social 
opacity which undermines its controls and its methods, 
A computer coughs in the Kremlin or in Washington, 
and millions die. Information is undermined by its 
Own over-rationalization just as bread is negated by 
its own mechanization. Who can say, as Ellul has 
questiqned, that he is truly in contro] of nuclear 
technology? Meanwhile tne system speeds along at 
an ever faster pace. = 

Even defenders of technology admit that it tends 
to move beyond human control. One writer favorable 
to technology- (Melvin Kranzberg, in "Technology and 
Human Values”) attacks the “technophobia” of its 
critics, and centers the problem in human beings who 
have not learned to master the “freedoms” which 
technology grants. Technology is “an enabling factor, 
not a compulsory mechanism,” according to this 
sanguine apologist, and the real problem is human- 
ity's ability to “master” itself. The absurdity of this 
argument is obvious. Technology has given us the 
freedom tó serve technology, the choice to act within 
the technological milieu. It is compulsory because it 
is an environment, an environment which suppresses 
all others. Even the question of "self-mastery"' 
becomes problematic in the face of the changes 
wrought in character by technology— what will define 
humanity in a hundred years if technology holds sway? 

R. J. Forbes, in an attack on Ellul (In The Conquest 
of Nature: Technology and [ts Consequences), admits, 
"Even without recognizing Ellul’s demon, it is possible 
to see a tendency in the political-technological com- 
bination to take on a gestalt of its own and to follow 


~AT 


its own ‘laws, and ends by concluding that we can 
only rely on “the inner faith of the men who make 
the basic inventions." But we have relied on their 
“inner faith” for too long, and even their best inten- 
tions work against us. . 

Another writer favorable to technology (Don 
Fabun, (“The World Alters as We Walk In It”) refers 
to the metaphor of the automobile speeding out of 
control common to the | terature, arguing, “The 
forces of change ... . are amenable to our guidance. 

If we seem to be hurried into the future by a runa- 
way engine, it may be that the main reason It is run- 
ning away is that we have not bothered yet to learn 
how it works, nor to steer it in the direction we want 
it to go.” 

This statement is reminiscent of a similar one made 
in relation to the political process. Isaac Deutscher, 
in an essay on Lenin, records that at the last party 
congress attended by the Bolshevik leader, in April 
1922, Lenin remarked “that often he had the uncanny 
sensation which a drjver has when he suddenly be- 
comes aware that his vehicle is not moving in the direc- 
tion in which he steers it, ‘Powerful forces,’ he 
declared, 'diverted the Soviet state from its "proper 
road," Among the most powerful forces of all, of 
course, was the hypnosis of the authoritarian polit- 
ical process. Similarly, the same "powerful forces” 
of authoritarianism and technological optimism are 
in operation today. In the technological society, 
technology will remain in command. The “human 
factor" cannot be programmed into the computers 
as a protective measure against their power over us; 
it can only succumb. The “automobile” is out of 
control. . $ 

The Diagram Group writes in its panegyric to tech- 
nological progress that “you and | . . . are as ignorant 
of how our universe is changing as fieldhands in the 
time of Galileo." Perhaps the odds against our finding 
our way out of the technological wilderness are even 
greater than theirs were in preventing its emergence. 
But we can begin by at least demolishing the myth of 
technology as sacred and as irrevocable. We must learn 
to recapture our skills, reconstitute our communities, 
become independent of yechnology. We must start 
to overturn ali of the unquestioned presuppositions 
of this civilization, resist the demolition of wilderness 
and the universal triumph of progress, oppose the 
greater intervention of gadgetry and innovation in our 
lives, turn off the political and technological propa- 
ganda apparatus. We are proposing nothing less than 
the radical deconstruction of society, but this cannot 
come about through a political and technological 
program with its blueprints and its agendas, for that 
would be more of the same. We can only attend to 
first things first: and that is to begin by cefusing to 
accept the idiom of technology, and to look at the 
world once more with the eyes of human beings and 
to articulate its promise in human terms. - 


.—T. Fulano 


Originally published 
in the Fifth Estate 
BOX 02548, Detroit MI 
8202 USA. 


Rewriting History 


The New York Times calls him: The 
preeminent political playwright in the 
Soviet Union." Five of his plays are 
Currently appearing on the Moscow circuit, 
One aspect of Mikhail Shatrov's success, 
though, is particularly noteworthy: he 
Seems to have built a career around an 
uninterrupted denunciation of Stalin, 
According to Shatrov, " Stalinism is 
taking some blows these days. But blows 
from literature are not enough. Facts 

are needed," 

Facts which, presumably, he has set 
out to provide. But in the hands of the 
new official chroniclers is glasnost more 
than an obligatory rewriting of history? 
As today's rulers, the good guys, are cast 
in a predictably positive light, the past 
is filtered through a typical ideological 
wringer. Shatrov's method is like a see- 
saw: the harder Stalin is hammered down, 
the more persistently Lenin pops up on the . 
other side! 

Shatrov's anti-Stalinism is visceral, 
as his family history reveals: " My father 
participated in the revolution. He joined 
the party when he was seventeen. He took 
part in the Civil War, then studied and 
became an engineer, a chemist. He was the 
director of a celulose plant. He was arr- 
ested in 1937 at the height of the Stalin 
purges. For what? For what? For nothing. 
My mother wes arrested in 1919. For what? 
for being the wife of her husband 12 years 
earlier, " 

An uncle, Aleksei Rykov, confessed with 
Bukharin at one of Stalin's show trials 
and was executed in 1938, 

Shatrov cut his teeth in the first wave 
of official anti-Stalinism, becomming a 
professional playwright shortly after 
Kruschev's famous denunciation of Uncle 
Joe at the twentieth party congress, 

" Onward,...onward...onward...," his 
most recent in a series of historical 
reconstructions, consists of dialogues 
among the Bolsheviks, who look back on hist- 
ory with a full knowledge of what came 
later. In the play Stalin is accused of 
masterminding the 1939 murder of Lenin- 
grad party chief Serzei Kirov, an event 
Stalin used as a pretext for a wave of 
reprisals. 


But Shatrov'v works seem to fall into 
a repetitive pattern: " If you read my plays 
you will see that all of them are in essence 
about the same thing. Stalin is not Lenin's 
heir. Stalin is a criminal of the kind the 
world has never known. He is not a Communist 
for me, because if he is a Communist, I have 
to leave the party immediately, " 


Mikhail F. Shatrov 


Here we have come full circle: the 
Stalin cult becomes an anti-Stalin cult; the 
all-seeing father figure becomes an all- 
purpose ogre/scapegoat. Wielded by the 
state, Stalin's ghost ironically plays an 
identical role to that of bureaucrat- 
crushing fantoms cranked out during the 
20's and 30's. The hallmark of the machine 
created by Lenin and updated and refined 
by each succeeding generation of rulers is 
it's continuity. Having taken care of 
business ( of nuts and bolts control), 
infinite variations of surface noise are 
possible; the art bureaucracy's training 
Will probably be sufficient for it to in- 
tuitively pluck the aporooriate fare. 


For example, there's the " growing 
camoaign in the Soviet press and theatre 
to praise Bukharin and to see him officially 
rehabilitated." Poet laureate or whatever 
Yevgeny Yevtushenko weighs in with a poem 
called " Bukharin's widow." in which we 
discover ( surprise) thet " the revolution 
has been betrayed by false heirs," This 
irritatingly throbbing refrain plays an 
essential role: without the Lenin myth, the 
entire construct collapses; in fact, 
everyone else is perhaps dispensible. Lenin 
can be moulded to any occasion. Clean, 
adaptable, user friendly, Lenin is a 
constant reminder that the end justifies 
the means. 

Which brings us back to the " facts". 
As any good propagandist is aware, it's 
always best to tell the truth whenever 
possible. Shatrov's flurry of facts is 
strictly subservient to a political dis- 
course. The big lie technique, unable to 
induce the desired level pf productivity, 
was bound to give way to a more sophis- 
ticated form of domination. 


There are many groups and organizations that have begun to use the term 
action.” It has been used to encompass 


ambiguous enough to suit the needs of the definers. 


Never missing a chance to praise the 
wonders of capitalism these days, the 
Soviet introduction of " free speech" in 
the form of letters of complaint printed 
in official organs should be taken with 
more than a grain of salt. It's wise to 
allow people to let off steam- as long as 
they don't do anything. 

If the limits of glasnost are what 
would really threaten the state, it does 
not imply the inexistence of a certain 
room to manoeuvre; communication may 
well be facilitated at times despite a 
variety of manipulations and recupera- 
tions and what eases the pain in a 
more general sense cannot be simply 
shrugged off. And institutionalized 
anti-Stalinism, of course, hasn't 
cornered the'market', But after 70 
years, it's certainly hard to be 
optimistic about Russia. 


“direct 
many types of actions and its meaning is 


Direct action has many motivaticns 


and unfortunately has come to mean either self-directed action or action directed from 


above. Direct action therefore needs some defining. 

The primary consideration for direct action is the idea that it is self-directed. 
Action grows out of the desires and needs of people to finally express themselves beyond 
official channels. It. can either be spontaneous | or an outgrowth of a theoretical or 
philosophical opinion. What is crucial is that it emanates from the people who are 
committing the action, whatever it may be. It must be an expression of the people doing 
the action or the action is either meaningless or manipulated. 


The self-direction stems from the decisions reached by the people/person involved in 
doing the action. It is only then that action takes on the form of self-direction. It 
is not enough that people follow the ideas of someone else without total involvement in 
the decision to commit action, the planning and the reasons. If people are merely 
following others or the ideas of others, the self-direction is negated. It becomes 
directed activity. This is the ultimate destruction of direct action. This is the 
danger of leaders or national organizations or a "central committee." 


The leaders justify "directed action" as expedient and efficient. They criticize 
self-directed action as being too cumbersome and too time consuming, that it interferes 
with actions that need to be done. They then impose the notion that "direct action" 
means simply--people taking action, and not being passive or apathetic. Therefore, 


anything that quickly motivates people to action is good and all else becomes too much 
wasted energy. 


: Posing "directed action” as the spontaneous desires of the grass roots, these 
manipulaters are actually imposing their will upon followers who think that their own 
personal desires happen to coincide with the leaders’ desires. The leaders then presume 
to not only speak for people, they begin to direct the activity of people and finally 
"think" for people. It is really the authoritarian mindset that exerts itself in the 


form of "directed action.” We must begin to counter these authoritarian notions of 
directed action" with the anarchist idea of self-directed action. 


Without going into a lengthy discussion, it is sufficient to say that there is truth 
in the criticism of self-directed action. Direct action emanating from the full 
participation of all involved can indeed be cumbersome and many times fall short of pure 
efficiencies, but it is necessary to point out that the end does not justify the means, 
rather, the end is the means by which we achieve it. We are searching for methods of 
struggle that allow for the most egalitarian participation possible. We will take the 
immediate inefficiencies and the cumbersome methods over authoritarianism any day. We 


must understand that anarchism is a process of learning how to become efficient and 
effective with egalitarian methods. 


Mass action and how it is self-directed is a major consideration for anarchists. Mass 
action tends to become directed activity due to our societal conditioning to follow 
leaders and we must be wary of this. There are no easy answers or blueprints for us. It 
is necessary, however, to say that it is the ongoing practice of small groups--the 
outgrowth of individual activities--that should lead us to mass action. The flow of 
self-directed activity comes from the individual finally merging with larger and larger 
groups, but still having full and direct participation in all phases of the struggle. In 
our society, anything that attempts to negate that flow of activity becomes a form of 
authoritarianism, subverting self-directed action. 


We think, therefore, that small group activity is preferable to mass activity at this 
time. We must build our confidence as individuals working with small groups overcoming 
our inability to identify our desires with others (alienation) and translating 
individualized actions into affinity group action. This is the building stage of direct 
action that we are in. 


i i i ification of the 
Anarchism is the outgrowth of prolonged struggle, overcoming the glorifica 

individual and the mass authoritarian mindset. That prolonged struggle by the 
individual, by the affinity group, and finally by masses of people rebuilding 
relationships, overcoming alienation, and all forms of dominance 1s the basis, the very 
essence of what we call direct action. 


Au EN- Marten 
P.O. Box 10122 
Olympia, WA 98502 


Tntemational Big Dourtainbvech “prilo-16 1988 


Traditional Peoples are the caretakers of Mother Earth. If 
they are to survive, they need our help and support. 


66TO MOVE AWAY MEANS TO OISAPPEAR 
ANO NEVER 8E SEEN AGAIN." 
-Piuhne VWAicesinger 


DON'T SHOQT 


Don't shoot d 
til you see the whites of their eyes, 


That was the order. 

Was it memt to ensure death 

or save ammunition? 

Distance, horsespeed 

and gunshot equation. 

Cigarette smoke rose 

on an unnatural grassy slope 

in a park 

down the street from where you live. 

Jean jacket, black leather jacket 

and beer bottles passed. 

Whose eyes would signal shots to be fired 
when some of us wouldn't stand up, 

some of us couldn't stand up, 

some of us couldn't be bothered to stand up 
and there weren't many whites of the eyes? 


Don't shoot ; d 
til you see the whites of their eyes. 


Smoke filled bars 

and not enough sleep. 

Working all day in poison particle spray. 
ieading blurred order forms 

in fluorescent light - 

wear, glare and tear - 

and there weren't many whites of the eyes. 


Don't shoot d 
til you see the whites of their eyes. 


Whose eyes would signal shots to be fired? 
Whose eyes would s;gnal the 

inevitable confrontation? 

Whose eyes could see far enough into the future 
when there weren't many whites of the eyes? 


Don't shoot E 
til you see the whites of their eyes. 


Jan Smith 
MECCA NEMAL 


À voice with those imprisoned for 


questioninz the system that opores- 


ses us all, either throuzh direct 


action o 
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Security's illusion 


the walls that you've created 
are built upon illusion 
Slike countless mirrors 
reflected on your self 
jso you don't have 

to question 

to question 

to guestion 

i quest on 

we question 


` Elek you don't give an answer 


“cuz you can't even hear 
the drumbeat in your heart 
to question 
to question 
to question 
i question 
we question 
what do you really feel? i 
ifor all that you have shown usl. 
¿fis concrete, guns and steel 
money is your lang 
'every moment has a price tag 
peach feeling boxed away 
mSO you don't have 
: ‘to guestion 
to guestion 
to question 
i question 
we question 
why you've raped the earth 
ruined air and water 
one of it you've borrowed 
?* bought or even traded 
gie payments come as death 
for those that want 
i to question 
to question 
to guestion 
i question 
we question 
ut you don't sive an answer 
uz you can't even heer 
nthe drumbeat in vour heart 
i to question 
to question 
_ to ouestion 
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The tears have dried and the media circus winds down — as good a time as any to 
step back and take a second lock at the career of René Lévesque. The question, of course, 
was never whether Lévesque was sympathique. Whatever their Ideology, the ability of 
politicians to seduce us is simply yet another example of the emotional impoverishement 
that permits their existence: if we were really alive, we would live without them. 


Lévesque, the media inform us, incarnated a vision. But there is nothing visionary about 
forming a state (a system of domination). As Fredy Perlman points out, “Nationalism is 
the opposite of imperialism only in the realm of definitions. In practice, nationalism is a 
methodology for conducting the empire of capital.” (4) A new elite emerges and pushes 
out the old. "Our" bosses replace "their" bosses. And the misery of daily life goes on. 
As the ravages inflicted upon community by Industrial capitalism continue to increase, 
nationalists have only false communities (states) to offer. 


The left and right wings of national liberation movements are simply expressions of the 
left and right of capitalism. Nowhere here are the state, money, work and industrial civiliza- 
tion — the pillars of modern domination — questioned and rejected. At the extremes of 
this ideology one finds the various national socialisms (Castro, Hitler, Mao, etc.) or na- 
tlonalisms without pretensions of socialism (Pinochei's Chile). In between. is everyone who, 
as Perlman says, “wields or aspires to wield a portion of capital.” If the more pedestrian 
Parti Québécois’ left/right coalition eventually blew apart, a regrouping of sorts seems 
to be taking place around L’ Aut’ Journal (20,000 copies/issue), where FMLN press releases 
bump against full-page articies by the president of the ultra-reactionary Société Saint- 
Jean-Baptiste. Left or right, cultural/political vanguards never seem to know their place 
— the garbage’ dump of history. 


Ironically, nothing is more deadly to culture and community than the alienated, rapid- 
ly industrializing model championed by Lévesque and the Parti Québécois. As the myth . 
of progress crumbles, though, it is more and more apparent that humans are no longer. 
the initiators, the subjects of technological change: we have become the objects of a 
megamachine that is totally out of control. And when the Sandinistas (2) and the IMF pro- 
pose the same. seemingly universal model of industrial development, it only proves how 
deeply the logic of capital has penetrated. 


It would be mistaken, therefore, to interpret the apparent demise of the Pari Québécois 
as a positive event, Nationalism remains very much alive and the reigning mood of 
cynicism cannot be considered equivalent to an aniti-political critique: people were easily 
taken in by the next racket (MCM) to come along. Only when the edifice of power itself 
is rejected will real change become possible. 


Montréal, November ‘87 
PRIMITIVE NATURE 


(1) The Continuing Appeal Of Nationalism. by Fredy Perlman, is available from Black and Red. P.O. Box 02374, Detroit, 
Michigan 48202. USA. 
(2) See Sandinista techno-bureauerat Jaime Wheelock's book Entre La Crisis Y La Agresión. 


you think are relevant. ( ed. note: 
Paris'68 spread lemon on their skin- 
Confirmation anyone? ) 


This is an attempt to document the response of author- 
ity to the growing challenge it faces from the young pe- 
ople which it attempts to hold sway. Except in so far as 
the word 'spy' is something of an overstatement,we have 
intended to become spies 'for the people!,putting this 
information about with no specific response in mind -for 
most people it will hopefully be a form of entertainment 
for song it play a part in future battles, that's up to 
you. Ive got sufficient faith in peoples intelligence to 
believe they can 'cope! with this 'freedom of informat 
ion', None of the material printed here is'secret', but 
in order to have access to it you have to search long and 
hard and be prepared to tell a few -embarassing lies along 
the way, as Richard Clutterbuck put it, "books about sec- 
urity and hardware are understandably restricted. The 
best sources of detailed information are the security 
firms and consultants. Before releasing such information 
these firms will, quite properly, require to know some 
things about the applicant and the uses to which he/she 
will put it." 

There is plenty of documetation and analysis of public 
disorder available, and it's well worth getting hold of, 
but the intention of this piece is to provide little 
more than raw information, a short handbook of the riot 
control industry. However one or two preliminary points 
ought to be made : - 

In 190? alone there were, according to police testimony 
30 mini-riots situations of 'Brixton'81 potential'. So 
there's a lot of it about, they were nipped in the bud 
by the filth's new'instant response’ ‘district support 
unit' system. Secondly the police are bound by their own 
tunnelvision despite the desire, exspressed ad nauseum, to 
‘understand' this phenomena that they might more success- 
fully overcome it, 

In the absence of leaders to effectively mark with dye 
shoot at, snatch out of the crowd,etc,police create imag- 
inary leaders of'normal! members of the community, scratch 
their heads when the looting does'nt stop,and then talk 
about smashing people legless with plastic bullets in or- 
der to cope with the failure of their own authoritarian/ 
centralized attitudes to stick to the situations they face. 
In the absence of leaders who agree with the police,they 
draw forth the churchmen, and youth workers employed by 
local churches and government to win over young peoples 
sllegiances by patronising to their alleged 'needs! (ie. 
somewhere to'play!): they simply refuse to understand 
that the majority of these morons command absolutely no 
respect what so ever. In the absence of leadership the 
press impose their mythology of 'Moscow trained hit squads 
anarchist and communist agitators who are somehow rep- 
resented, unlike the police, as coming from somewhere 
else, when they are involved, and therefore having no 


claim to concern in 'local! issues. Captain Swing, Cap- 
tain Swinge ....a thousand other spellings ... Captain 
Labour first struck fear in 1831, against technology, 
against the exploitative power afforded by ‘authority's: 
the fight goes on, no one knows who 'he! is, as no-one 

as everybody,it does'nt matter. The aim of the fight is to 
Chamge , Reform is the mechanism by which those in control 
save their own skins from the militancy of those who they 
control reform is inevitable, it can come in short, easy 


Riot Control Technology! 


THis is an edited version of an article on NoneLethal. Riot Control Technology. 
available to police forces in Britain. We have, for reasons of significance 
and space, edited the names and addresses of British Suppliers and some of the 
weapons that sdem a bit far fetched. Many of the items are also available and 
in use here in Canada. Please send along additional information or experiences 
apparently people battling the cops in 
to help protect themselves from CS gas. 


matter how benevolent it may be the rulers Will reassert 
themselves within the new frameworks, create a new ruled 
and the process will repeat, until the last vestiges of 
hierarchy are destroyed. War in the wrong hands is a means 
of interrupting this evolution, the aim of our counter wer 
must ultimately be not to'win' but to deprive authority of 
its means of oppression, and so equate 'them', with 'us'. 


INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT OF RIOT CONTROL TECHNOLOGY FOR 
POTENTIAL USE IN MAINLAND BRITIAN : WITH ADDITIONAL DET- 


.ALL3 ', FIRST AID ADVICE, DETAILS OF SUPPLIERS , UPDATE 


INFORMATION, ETC. 
' KINETIC ENERGY IMPACT WEAPONS! ; 


BATON, NIGHTSTICK, BILLYCLUB (U.S, term): wooden stick 12" 
to 36"hanging from a leather thong: to administer a phys- 
ical blow or provide a physical hand-held barrier: stand- 
ard equipment: can cause serious injury if misused, need 
for improved training. 


EXTENSIBLE BILLY CLUB: 6" to 7" closed, 3 telescopic pos- 
itions rapidly flick open to 16" to 18" offers concealment 
and surprise for personal protection or plain clothes use: 
in use in Japan, limited use in U.S.:need to identify app- 
ropriate circumstances for use. 


BREAKAWAY NIGHTSTICK: billy or nightstick made of a subst- 
ance that will break if incorrectly used: adaption to lim- 
it serious injury from misuse: undeveloped (Surprise! Sur- 
prise! ), not in use: needs development, 


"DEFENDER ' MARTIAL ARTS BATON: 9" long w/6" hand-held ch- 
ain: used as a baton, to administer wrist locis, and as a 
flail: just introduced in U.K. may be a danger to innocent 
bystanders. 


STUN GUN: special gun delivers cartridge containing l'dia, 
bean bag loaded with A to à lb. shot, can be used as a 
handgun or with an extension to a shotgun: bag hits victim 
With full force and flattens on impact, has the effect of 
a hard hit cricket ball: widely advertised but only used ' 
by a few U.S. forces: if fired within 20! may cause serious 
injury to skull, liver , etc, even death, 


BROOMSTICK ROUND: wooden cylinder delivery by riot guns or 
by british army signal guns: normally aimed to strike legs 
of rioters, or at the ground at close range for ricochet 
effect, produces extreme pain, effective dispersal agent: 
used in Hong Kong (NB, The reimporting of ‘colonial style 
policing! of which the 'defender baton! is a part is the 
filth's main response to the uncontrollable violence of thee 
Tottenham riot): may cause serious injury or death, field 
testing revealed problem of splintering. 


MULTI#BATON ROUND: 3 PVC baton rounds in one cartridge case: 
inereases hit probability: under trial: development by 
Schermuly UK Ltd, Newdigate, Dorking, Surrey. 


RIFLE BATON ROUND: hOmm rubber bullet fired from disposable 
cup fitted to rifle muzzle: adapts ordinary (military)rifle 
to riot duty: not yet in use: developed by FN(Belgium ) 
U.K. address , l9 Gally Hill Rd, Church Crookham, Aldershot 
Hants, Gil! 3OQR. 


BLAKE IMPACT QUN : aluminum alloy golf-ball sized project- 
ile fitted to bolt-action shotgun: stuns victim: new (in 
'75), not yet in use: possibility of serious injury or 
death, 


RUBBER BALL ROUNDS: 'Blake! shotgun attachment firing 
rubber ball, solid or filled with liquid or gas, various 
designs: effects vary according projectiles and filling: 
not in general use: possibility of serious injury or death, 


WATER FILLED PROJECTILES: 2' to 3! spheres w/ flexible pol- 
yethylene skin , fired from shot or handgun with adaptor: 
ruptures with an orange peel effect on impact: experimetal: 
relatively safe, too large to be accurate, 


SOFT PLASTIC RICOCHET ROUNDS: polyethylene pellets 2mm dia, 
from standard 12 bore riot sho y available in larger 
sizes: used at short range (but beyond 10!) for personal 
protection, has peppering effect: not in general use: can 
be lethal 5-10', beyond that largely ineffective, 


RUBBER BATON ROUND: rubber or PVC cylindrical projectile 
delivered from riot gun or army signal gun: max, range 
100* aimed at legs or bodies: extensively used in N, Ire- 
land readied for use in Tottenham riots: can and does: ‘kill 
at short range. 


Im October 198) an organisation called The Campaign 
Against Plastic Bullets made the relatively inoffensive 
gesture of issuing a press-release associating Brocks, the 
scottish fireworks manufacturers, with the assembly, und- 
er license to the MOD of plastic bullets for use on the 
Streets: of Northern Ireland, The bulletin-was immediately 
censored by way of a court injunction. It was not the avail- 
ability of the information to which the state objected but 
as in the famous 'Lady Chatterly's lover! trial, the WIDE- 
SPREAD availability of 'sensitive! material, 


CHEMICAL WEAPONS,' 


CN: CONVENTIONAL TEAR GAS, .ALFHACHLOROACETOPHENONE `, 
causes choking, odour of apple blossom: in use after WWl 
fob military and crowd control: affected by weather cond- 
itions, eye and skin injury caused at short range only lim- 
ited effect on some persons. 


C$: REPLACEMENT TEAR GAS, ORTHOCHLOROBENZALMONONITRILE: 
more painful, faster acting, and less dangerous than CN, 
particles cling to skin, causes nausea and vomiting in high 
concentrations, odour like pepper: adopted by the army in 
59 widely used; less affected: by weather, decontamination 
& problem when used indoors, 


DM 'ADAMSITE': DIPHENYLAMINECHLOROARSINE: causes violent 
nausea $ hour after use, usually mixed with CN for more imm- 
ediate effect, smokey odour: no longer in use due to exc- 
essively violent effects, 


. chemical agent vapours 


HC: smoke delivered by grenades or used for psychological 
disorientation of crowds: rarely used by 'civilisn'police 
frequent use by the military: indiscriminate,may effect 
user as well as victim.and so hinder restoration of order 
(they've got masks to cope with CS, etc but have no prot- 
ection agains& simple smoke): NB. Smoke flares can be free- 
ly purchased from Chandlers! shops, and flares and grenades 
less easily from special effects companies. 


CR: DIBENOXAZEPHINE: a relatively new arrival, produces 

a nebtle sting effect for 10-15 minutes with virtually 

no after effects : authorised but not YET used in the U.K. 
! very soluble in water, only concentrations required to 
produce the effect, safer than CS, 


I —M a E 
BASIC FIRST AID AGAINST CN OR CS GAS CONTAMINATION: 
SEE CS GAS CONTAMINATION 
Contamination may produce a Psychological shortness of 
breath which is induced thru! the individual's attempt 

to limit air input into the lungs. This condition may be 
aggravated by a sense of of anxiety or apprehension which 
normally develops among individuals Possessing limited 
knowledge on the overall effects of chemical agents ( it 
says here). The recommended basic first aid for either 
chemical agent is simple water flushing. This will serve 
to remove the crystals from the skin surface, If water is 
not readily available stand in an open area facing what~ 
ever wind is blowing, If the contaminated person is wear- 
ing contact lenses remove then before flushing. Always re- 
move contaminated clothing as this will continue to emit 
if saturated, Such clothing should 
be washed or dry cleaned as appropriate prior to reuse(or 
destroyed, as it's a major source of forensic evidence for 
police after riots). Never apply salves or creams as this 
merely traps the agent against the skin, Water flushing 


will produce a secondary’ burning sensation, grin &bear it! 


Hopefully CAPTAIN SWING! will be axtended in the near fut- 
ure for instance to include lethal riot control weaponry, 


(remember all the items featured here are non-lethal, theo- 


retically anyway,), tactics, organisations, 
etc, and perhaps a broader look at the whole 
ustry in general, If you have any information you feel 
might interest us, on this or other relevant topics please 
get in touch thru VAGUE. 


ELECTRICAL WEAPONS 


ELECTRIC'CATTLE PROD! BATON: standard baton that delivers 
low voltage electric charge from torch batteries, similar 
to electric handshake joke: administers painful but harm. 
less shock, similar to bee sting but less severe: used in 
institutions(presumably criminal and psychiatric prisons), 
And in a few cases for riot control, not in general use: 
limited research on effects public outrage at use on US 
Civil Rights marchers, 


surveillance, 
"RISKS! ind- 


ELECTRIFIED WATER JET: water hose or canon electrified 

with high voltage, low amperage current, patented but not 
degeloped, tech, available, ©” ` 

TASER: fires small, barbed electrical contactors with up to 
500" of trailing wire which snags victims clothing: victim 
is paralysed by electrocution. until contacts are removed or 
current is shut off: in use in the USA to arrest hysterics 
and people on ‘angel dust', insufficient research on effects 
rumour that it may cause epileptic fits: not sold in the 
U.K. at present. 


Seene 
LIGHT, SOUND, COLD AND STENCH FMISSION WEAPONS 


HIGH INTENSITY LIGHTS: ona reflector-equipped hand-held 
candle holder: destroys night vision if blinked on and of 
to disorientate a crowd: used but not often: effective 
only for & short time as vision quickly adjusts to comp- 
ensate. 


TELESHOT:; cartridge projecting powerful sonic device de- 
livered by a I2 bore shotgun: effect is to disrupt commun- 
ications between leadership and crowd in riot situation 
(a bit of wishful thinking!): in experimental use ('75): 
affects user as well as victim, 


SOUND CURDLER: mobile unit creating high intensity sound 

painful to the ear: to break commmication(sic) and create 
discomfort precipiating dispersion: in experimental use: 

affects user as well as victim, may cause permanent damage 
to hgaring, 


COLD BRINE PROTECTOR: delivers slug of liquid below body 
temperature: causes inespacithting shock to body: teche 
nology available but undeveloped: impractical as a portable 
weapon due to insufficient capacity: further research needed 


into paralysing effects, may burn when used in very cold -` 
weather, 


STENCH; pot or grenade which projects obnoxious odour: 
not in use: problem of decontamination, puhlic acceptance 
and effectiveness, may cause physical harm te persons. with 
breathing disorders, liable to ridicule, 


STEI DRUG WEAPON, 


DART GUN: modified shotgun or handgun in which the proj- 
ectile is a drug-filled syringe activated by a small charge 

on impact, wide variety of drugs available: drug immobilises 
victim after several minutes delay: currently used only in the 


capture of animals: amount needed for a quick immobilisation 
might be a lethal dose, 


MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT 3 


PAINT GUN: gelatine capsule contains a marking agent 

which splatters on impact leaving a 3" circle and streamers 

from 12"-18": could indelibly mark fleeing persons for later 
capture: available for commercial marking but not as a weap- 
ons questionable effectiveness, 


SMOKE DYES: dyes can be added to smoke in crowd con- 
trol: identification of rioters, deterrent to anyone anxious 
to avoid identifieation: available: could mark innocent by- 
stander, 

FLUORESCENT MARKING POWDER: to be sprayed into crowds from 
pressurised container, particles adhere to clothing and are 
only visible under ultra-violet light: could be used as 
proof of an individual's presence at an unlawful gathering: 
available: could mark innocent bystander, 

FOAM GENERATOR: air blown thru! nylon net kept wet with a 
detergent mixture: enormous quantities of foam can be pro- 
duced to create a barrier which will last 5 to 10 minutes: 


available, not in use: may effect users, difficult to con- 
trol. 
e 


INSTANT BANENA PEEL , LOW FRICTION POLYMERS, LIQUIDS ETC: 
these weapons create a slippery surface: creates a barrier 
by making streets impassible: danger of injury, difficult 
decontamination, inflexible, may affect user. Good old- 
fashioned lubricating oil, used with great effectiveness 


against russian tanks by youths rioting against communist 
invasion of Csechoslovalcia. 


WIRE GUN: cylinder containing barbed wire coil under suff- 
icient tension to project wire 60' :creates effective bar- 
rier: available: inflexible and may affect user, 


INSTANT JUNGLE, INSTANT COCOON, INSTANT MUD: quick setting 
sticky substances delivered by projectiles or from back 


pack container: inhibits movement: available: questionable 
effectiveness, 


WIRE TRUCK: truck chassis mounted with container carrying 
3 coils of barbed ot razor wire weighted at one end, the 
back doors open automatically and the weighted end falls 
out dragging out a coiled fence ag the vehicle drives for- 


ward: available (used in South Africa ) inflexible may affe 
ect user. 


RAPID ROPE: nylon rope dispersed by archolithic gun using 
compressed air mounted on a truck, 30 cubic '/minute: can 
be used to seal off small areas such as shop fronts: avail- 
8ble: may affect user. 


VEHICLE ARMOUR: bolt on panels of lightweight armour: for 
use on trucks, landrovers » transit vans(as used by D.S.U.'s 
),etc: concealed panels fitted to VIP and police cars. 


WATER CANON- made to MOD specifications by Foden(22 ton 
chassis ), and Pyrene (Chubb) (body structure): very eff- 
ective at 50 to 75 metres, will knock someone down below 
about 30 metres, particlarly effective in cold weather 
dyes and water soluble irritants can be added(eg. CR - 
see before): often used in Northern Ireland. 


i; FORRIOT |. 
S PROTECTION 


Read no more odes my son, read timetables: 
they're to the point. And roll the sea-charts out 
before it's too late. Be watchful, do not sing, 
for once again the day is clearly coming 

when they will brand refusers on the chest 

and nail up lists of names on people's doors. 
Learn how to go unknown, learn more than me: 
to change your face, your documents, your country. 
Become adept at every petty treason, 

the sly escape each day and any season. 

For lighting fires encyclicals are good: 

and the defenceless can always put to use, 

as butter-wrappers, party manifestoes, 

Anger and persistence will be required 

to blow into the lungs of power the-dust 
choking, insidious, ground out by those who, 
storing experience, stay scrupulous: by you. 


Hans Magnus Enzenburger 


EE EEN 


— mr gene 
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SPIKE.... SPIKE.... 


We at No Picnic do not promote the use of direct action to stop the monster and protect 
the Earth. Of course not silly: You decide for yourselves. This article is from 'Ecodefense,' 
published by Earth First. The book is packed with useful tips and info. However, we feel that 
it has major shortcomings as far as security. We want to emphasise that when yer out in the 
toolies, make sure you know what your doing and what everyone else that lives out there is 
doing and seeing! City-dwellers should not expect to go for a monkeywrenching weekend, with- 
out first gaining much experience. You should know it well. We want to emphasise security. 
You'd be surprised at what some people find interesting. Especially if they've been hit be- 
fore. Remember that the logging companies and the Feds read Ecodefense too. We need no martyrs! 


We want no martyrs: 


Also some people in the Earth First organization have big holes in their ideology. Par- 
ticularly the ones that seem to control info dissemination. These ‘leaders’ have shown us their 
racism, homophobia andgenerally reactionary foundations. Their analyses has also completely 
missed how capitalism, industrialism and technology, go hand in hand with the Earth's destruc- 
tion. These ideologues have major blind spot in their vision for social change. We would like 
to commend them on their energy, determination and successes, but stop well short of promoting 
the Earth First ideology as a complete or liberating process. 

For an in-depth look at the organization's shortcomings, see: 


'How Deep is Deep Ecology', The Fifth Estate, PO Box 02458, Detroit, MI, 48202, and 


Kick it Over, Winter 87, PO Box 5811, 


sales, which deserves to be employed far more widely than heretofore. 
Mill operators are quite wary of accepting timber which has a likelihood 
of contamination with hidden metal objects—saws are expensive, and 
a "spiked" log can literally bring operations to a screeching halt, at 
least until a new blade can be put into service. The Forest Service is 
nervous enough about tree spiking that it has failed to publicize past 
incidents, for fear that the practice might spread. 

There are two basic philosophies of tree-spiking. Some people advo- 
cate spiking the base of each tree (i.e., driving several nails at an angle 
into the first two or threc feet of the trunk above the ground). The 
object of this method is to impede the sawyer in the felling of the tree. 
Certainly, hitting a nail with a chainsaw will halt operations, at least 
until the chain can be replaced. But this method has one quite serious 
drawback—the very real possibility that the feller might be injured in 
the process, either by the kickback of the bar when the nail is struck, 
or by the flying chain, should it break. An incident like this would 
probably be counter-productive in the long run, and besides, it is not 
really necessary to spike trees in this manner. This leads us to the 
second method of spiking—to drive large nails into the trunk well 


above the area where a feller would operate. The object of these nails - 


is to destroy blades in the sawmill. Since in large mills the blades are 
operated from a control booth some distance from the actual cutting, 
this method is unlikely to cause anyone injury, even if the blade should 
break in the process of hitting the nail, an unlikely event in any case. 
It is true that in small, “backyard” sawmills the operator might be 
standing close to the blade, but we are assuming that anyone contemplat- 


ing spiking will be doing it on large timber sales, where the trees ag 


destined for a corporate, rather than a family, operation. 

I can anticipate an objection at this point. "Wait a minute," someone 
says, "if the purpose of spiking trees is to save them from being cut, 
then what good does it do if the tree wrecks a blade in the mill? It's 
too late to save the tree isn't it?" The answer is that the value of the 
spiking is in its deterrent effect. After the trees are spiked, the fact of 
the spiking must somehow be made known. If this is made known 


before the timber has actually been sold—which is the most effective. 


time to do it—the spiking can have an amazingly dampening effect on 
competitive bidding—that is, if the Freddies don't simply cancel the 
sale, which is a real possibility. We will go into the method of publicizing 
the spiking later. For the moment, we'll deal with the actual mechanics 
of spiking, which is really quite a simple operation. 

The basic tools of the spiker are a large hammer and a bunch of 
large nails. Don't make the mistake of using too small a hammer—one 
Should carry a hammer of the "single-jack" variety (a one-handed 
sledgehammer) with a head of 2-1/2 to 3 pounds. As for the nails, 
they should be reasonably large, but one should bear in mind that the 
larger the nails, the more time and energy are required to drive them. 
Perhaps the ideal size would be a 20 penny (20d) nail. This nail is 
about 6-1/4 inches long and is the largest “common” nail readily avail- 
able in building supply stores. Larger nails (called spikes) are sold by 
their size in inches. Spikes should not be needed in most cases, though 


they might be useful in special cases, such as where extremely large _ A 


trees are involved. 


Station A, Toronto; 


Tree-spiking is an extremely effective method of deterring timber 


Ontario, M5W 1P2 


Since the more trees that are spiked, the greater the deterrent factor, 
one nail per tree ought to be sufficient. For a major timber sale, to 
spike several hundred trees might be a worthy goal, but even a few 
dozen spiked trees would be of some value. The trees should be spiked 
at various intervals above the ground, and some effort should be made 
to camouflage them, unless the spiking is several years in advance of 
the sale, in which case nature will camouflage the nails by growing 
over them. In any event, the nails should be driven in flush, and the 
heads may be disguised (over the short term) by pitch, bits of bark or 
paint. When the Freddies find out that a sale has been spiked, they are 
almost certainly going to send people into the field to investigate—this 
has been done' in past incidents. If the Freddies actually finda few 
nails, so much the better. But if they fail to find most of them, and 
realize this, the deterrent potential is at its greatest. 

While it would be acceptable to drive some of the nails in at the 
height of a standing person, since this is the most convenient location, 
an effort ought to be made to place them higher. There are two reasons 
for this. First, nails placed above head height will be harder to spot 
by investigators, and second, if all the nails are placed in the same 
location and the investigators determine this, they might decide that 
they can proceed with the sale anyway, and just not send the lower 
part of the tree to the mill. There are a number of ways in which the 


` nails can be placed high. If it is possible to obtain climbing spikes 


(metal spurs which attach to boots, used by smokejumpers and others 
in forestry work) these can be employed. The spiker can fabricate a 
light, portable ladder which can be carried from tree to tree. If two 
people are spiking, one could stand on the other's shoulders while 
driving the: nails. Perhaps one solution to this problem would be to 
spike in the winter, with several feet of snow on the ground, using skis 
or snowshoes. 

It might be a good idea to employ two people anyway, with one 
acting as a lookout. It cannot be stressed too strongly that spiking is 
a potentially dangerous activity. To be taken in the act by Freddies 
would more than likely result in criminal charges of some sort; to be 
taken in the act by loggers or other rednecks might well result in a far 
worse fate. Be careful. 

When should one spike? Since spiking is somewhat time-consuming 
(a thorough job of spiking a singe sale might take several working 
days), one should not wait until the last minute before the trees are 
scheduled to fall. Ideally, trees should be spiked, and warning given, 
well before bidding on a sale takes place. If the Freddies have already 
marked the unit boundaries and the trees within the limits, the spiker's 
task is somewhat simplified, since he/she can concentrate on trees de- 
finitely earmarked for sacrifice. And it is not uncommon for trees to 
be marked 2 or 3 years in advance of a sale. However, there are disad- 
vantages to waiting for the trees to be marked, too. For one thing, 
there is greater likelihood of encountering people in the woods (timber 
beasts, prospective bidders, etc.). In the case of critical roadless areas, 
it is best to start spiking as soon at it is known that the area is earmarked 
for logging. Not only can one do a more leisurely, deliberate job of 
spiking, but there is more time for nature to heal the traces of the deed. 


It is not really essential that one wait until units and trees have been 
marked. If one knows the species in commercial demand in the region, 


SPIKE... 


it will suffice to seek out the concentrations of those trees, and start 
spiking the biggest and straightest ones. 

Something might be said at this point about timber marking practices. 
Unfortunately, there is really no uniform system, and practices may 
change from time to time. One color will be used to mark trees on the 
perimeter of a given "unit." Other colors will be used to mark trees 
within that unit, indicating which trees are to be cut. Each timber sale 
usually has several numbered units within it (which may be close to- 
gether or may be widely scattered, depending on how heavy the planned 
logging is.). The cutting takes place within these units, and depending 
on the species involved and on local forest usage, that cutting may be 
selective or it may be clearcut. At the present time, in the Rocky Moun- 
tain Region, the Freddies are marking unit boundaries with red or orange 
paint (one can usually tell a unit boundary because some of the trees 
will bear the number of that unit). Within the units, those trees to be 
left (not cut) are marked with yellow paint at the base. However, since 
in some areas the practice still may be to mark the trees to be cut, and 
since the color scheme may well vary, one should make an effort to 
know the marking policy for the area in which one is operating. 

We have left until last what is probably the most sensitive aspect of 
spiking—the notification to the "authorities" of the deed. As has been 
mentioned already, this should ideally be done before any actual bidding 
has taken place on the sale, and the best place to send notice would 
be to the District Ranger and/or Forest Supervisor involved. In cases 
where it hasn't been possible to spike until after bidding hzs taken 
place. the Freddies and the mill which has received the contrac: should 
be notified. Notifying the local media is probably neither necessary 
nor desirable in most cases. As has been said, the Freddies like to keep 
spiking cases quiet. They will probably quietly drop a timber sale rather 
than publicize sabotage, and since the name of the game should be 
»aving wilderness and trees, this should be perfectly acceptable to the 
monkey wrencher. 

Needless to say, the warning should be ANONYMOUS. and the 
fewer clues as to the identity of the sender, the better. The notice need 
only say that a large number of trees in the such-and-such timber sale 
have been spiked and give reasons for the action, if that can be done 
without giving a clue as to the sender. The sender should be extremely 
careful not to leave any clues in or on the letter itself. A good method 
would be to use a rented typewriter. Leave no fingerprints on either 
the paper or the envelope, and mail from a "neutral" location (like a 
large city). Properly done, spiking should be a reasonable safe means 
of ecotage, but one which has definite potential as a method oi saving 
wilderness. 


FIELD NOTES 

In certain cases where tree spiking has occurred, the Forest Service 
has gone to the considerable trouble of sending investigators into the 
field. with metal detectors to try and locate all of the spikes. Later, 
crews have been sent in with crowbars to remove all of the spikes 
Which the metal detectors have found. This is obviously a costly process 
lor the Freddies (it has usually been done in cases in which the timber 
had already been sold prior to spiking) and it is not surprising that the 
authorities have made it clear that they intend to prosecute anyone 
apprehended for spiking. In some cases the Freddies have offered re- 
wards amounting to thousands of dollars for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of "spikers." 

* With a small amount of extra work, ecoteurs can vastly complicate 
the task of the Freddies in rendering a spiked area fit for logging. The 
spiker might consider carrying a lot of small nails along while driving 
larger spikes. Small nails can be driven in much more quickly, quietly, 
and with less effort than the larger spikes, and will confuse the metal 
detectors of the investigators. If the small nails are well concealed, 
only an experienced operator with a good metal detector will be able 
to differentiate them from the big ones. 

* To make removal of spikes more difficult, the following method 
might be considered, though it is more time consuming and requires 
additional equipment (both of which factors should be weighed before 


undertaking an operation): Drive the spikes almost, but not quite all 
the way into the tree. Then cut off the head of the nail or spike with 
bolt-cutters. Then pound the rest of the spike in as best you can, and 
disguise as appropriate. Such a spike should prove almost impossible 
to remove under field conditions. 

* [n the long run, some means of rendering metal detectors useless 
(some of the larger mills have metal detectors) would be highly advan- 
tageous. One possibility would be to "spike" trees with non-metallic 
objects (rocks, ceramics?) which nevertheless would be hard enough 
to damage saws. Any suggestions from readers? 

* Wear gloves when spiking. A hard day of pounding spikes can 
blister the hands of the toughest. Besides being painful, blisters might 
well be considered evidence against someone suspected of spiking. 

* A brown-colored large felt marker can be used to disguise the head 
of a spike after it is driven into the tree. 

* For large old-growth trees, "bridge timber spikes" (about one foot 
long) can be particularly effective. These spikes cost about 70 cents 
apiece and require a stout arm to drive. A heavy hammer (small sledge) 
that can be gripped with both hands may be the most effective tool. 
Suburban building supply stores sometimes have these large spikes in 
bins with the rest of the nails. e 

* A hand-operated bit and brace could be used to drill holes into 
trees which could then be filled with a ceramic spike or rock core (not 
detectable by a metal detector) and covered over with bark (liquid wood 
or some other adhesive could be used here to secure the bark in place). 
This kind of operation would be more labor intensive than spiking but 
only a few.such “tree reinforcements” would be necessary to shut down 
a logging operation. 

* A sharpened one-foot or two-foot long section of rebar (see Road 
Spiking section) can be driven into a large tree for a super spike. 

* Some spikers believe that preventing the felling of the tree is the 
most effective means of spiking. For this method, drive spikes at a 
sharp angle into the first three feet of the trunk. (See illustration.) To 
maximize effectiveness, drive several spikes in a spiral design around 
the trunk to shoulder height. 

* [f you have field-tested experience with tree spiking, send us your 
suggestions for the next edition of Ecodefense. 

* Be careful of leaving fingerprints on spikes. After purchasing them, 
carefully wipe them clean and place them in a cloth bag or wrap them 
up to be carried in your pack for field use. Wear gloves while spiking 


trees (this will help prevent blisters, too) and do not touch the spikes 
unless your hands are gloved. 


Spiking at an angle at a low level to prevent felling of the tree. 


A bridge timber spike and single jack hammer for use with very large 


"ees. Smaller spikes are fine for general use and can be driven in with 
a heavy standard hammer. i : 
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RESISTANCE 


The article "Resistance or Authoritarianism" pub- 
lished in your January 88 issue contains some inac- 
curacies and distortions which we, the Friends of 
Durruti collective, would like to dispel. 

We reject the inference that we are responsible 
for the local anti-authoritarian community appearing 
"rootless, uninformed and ignorant" and we don't see 
our role as that of a perpetuator of confusion within 
the anarchist movement. We have a much less exager- 
ated view of our influence in the local area, and 
indeed throughout the rest of North America, where 
the bulk of our issues are distributed. 

We believe the theme of Resistance, revolutionary 
armed and militant struggle, cuts across ideological 
barriers on the Left. In this sense it differs from 
such papers as Open Road which are explicitly anar- 
chist in perspective. Our objective is to develop 
an understanding of the tactics and politics of armed/ 
militant action as it is currently being practiced 
in advanced capitalist countries through first hand 
documentation. We hope that by our publication of 
communiques, interviews and hungerstrike statements, 
we can dispel the media generated image of the "mind- 
less terrorist" and instead present a truer picture 
of committed revolutionaries who, thoughtfully and 
courageously, attempt to put their ideas into prac- 
tice. We hope to illustrate that armed and militant 
struggle is a real possibility; that others in sim- 
ilar circumstances, have been able to create illegal 
structures from which to fight the system; and in 
fact that we can too. 

As we have stated before in our editorials, we 
don't agree with all the material that we publish: 
the collective considers itself to be anti-author- 
itarian and so does not support the creation of 
states or political parties, which is the intention 
of some of the groups whose communiques we have pub- 
lished. We believe that the anarchist movement has 
a very strong tradition of armed revolutionary str- 
uggle, from the insurrections in Italy, the guerilla 
army of Makhno in the Ukraine, to the Spanish revo- 
lution; and so we expect this movement to have an 
interest in what we present. But Resistance is not 
intended solely for the anarchist community. If our 
publication gives heart to a supporter of the United 
Freedom Front in the U.S., so much the better: at 
this stage of the struggle any display of revolut- 
ionary outrage is better than none. 

Many of the communiques we publish present a 
thorough critique of their targets, whether this be 
NATO, the European Space Agency, or a bio-genetics 
firm. It would be simplistic to disregard this in- 
formation just because it came from a Marxist group. 
We believe it is of value to anarchists to under- 
stand the politics of other ideologies and that there 
are many things that can be learned and applied from 
a study of guerilla groups of differing perspectives. 

To illustrate this point: the West German Red 
Army Fraction is one of the oldest of the modern 
European guerilla groups. In it's 16-year history 
the situation of it's political prisoners, kept in 
conditions of extreme isolation, has been one of it's 


RESPONDS 


primary concerns. The strength of the political pris- 
oners, their determination to remain together and 

to maintain their political identity is exemplary. 
Though we may reject their political project, we can 
learn from their experience. : 

We have also published some material from the 
Italian Red Brigades; they are a Stalinist organiza- 
tion committed to the creation of a fighting commu- 
nist party. One text was from a Red Brigadist who 
had undergone torture at the hands of the Italian 
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Local anti-authoritarians at the V-5 bail hearing 


police and had described how one could resist the 
techniques of the torturers. An anarchist might find 
that perspective of great importance some day. 

The ETA, the national liberation movement commi- 
tted to the creation of socialism in the Basque region 
is another group whose communiques we have published. 
In Resistance #8 we included an account of how one 
of the organizations leaders became involved with the 
struggle, along with an interview with an anti-auth- 
oritarian urban guerrilla group, the Autonomist Anti- 
Capitalist Commandos, of the same region. We thought 
it would be useful to compare the perspectives of 
these two groups. In our last issue we published a 
text from ETA political prisoners about the execut- 
ion of a former member who had renounced armed struggl 
and had begun to aid the Spanish government. The 
problem of turning is one which guerrillas have to 
face and it is of value to see how this problem is 
dealt with by various groups. 

We püblish as much material as we can from anar- 
chist and anti-authoritarian groups. There are very 
few guerrilla groups currently active which are ex- 
plicitely anarchist. Many of the founders of the 
French group Action Directe considered themselves 
to be anarchist; in Italy during the 70's, there was 


the anarchist Revolutionary Action; and there is 
Anarchist Cells now active in West Germany (our next 
issue, out this summer, includes a text from this 
latter group.) In Italy and West Germany there are 
also many small groupings which carry out actions, 
send out short communiques and then disband but these 
communiques, when we are able to aquire them, are 
generally of little use to us due to their briefness 
and concern with local issues. 

In West Germany, the autonomist movement is very 
Strong and dwarves the anarchist and anti- imperialist 
(RAF) movements. The autonomist movement has within 
it feminists, squatters, anti-nuclear activists, pro- 
immigration activists, etc. It is a non-authoritarian, 
non-hierarchical movement, and amoung it's most mili- 
tant members are the Revolutionary Cells and the 
feminist Rote Zora. This movement, and these groups, 
cannot be considered Stalinist in any way. We have 
devoted a considerable amount of space to the Revo- 
lutionary Cells and Rote Zora because we find their 
analyses to be particularly insightful, well written 
and politically close to cur own. In our next issue, 
besides more material from these two groups, we will 
publish an interview with the Autonomist Cells, which 
has been involved primarily in the fight to stop the - 
construction of the nuclear reprocessing plant at 
Wackersdorf. 

A word about dogma and jargon. Some of the material 
in Resistance is hard to understand. Part of that 
difficulty is due to the problem of translation, some 
is due to the lack of context, and some to the use 
of political jargon. The RAF and the CCC are perhaps 
the worst for using dogma/Leftist terminology. The 
RAF has, in fact, been criticized for this in West 
Germany. Keep in mind that these texts were not writ- 
ten for us; they were intended for their political 
Supporters in Europe. Generally speaking the level 
of political discourse is much higher there than it 
is here in North America; the left wing ideologies 
of anarchism and Marxism originated in Europe over 
a hundred years ago, and have played a much greater 
role in the histories of these countries Lan they 
have in our own. 

A few last points: given our coverage of armed 
struggle, we believe that our choice of Durruti- a 
passionate advocate of the same, prior to, and during 
the Spanish Revolution - for the name of our collec- 
tive is &n appropriate one. It is our tribute to the 
memory of this anarchist guerilla leader, and serves 
to reafirm the role of armed struggle in anarchist 
revolution. Our critic writes that groups such as 
ETA caused his death, but that is quite untrue: Dur- 
ruti was killed by a fascist bullet coming from the 
Guardia Civil who had taken the Clinica Hospital in 
Madrid, as he was encouraging a group of militiamen 
to return to the front. 

Compliments to our friend on his multilinguistic 
abilities if ne finds it so easy to aquire and tran- 


Slate the type of material that is found in Resistance 


Our own translators find it to be a difficult task, 
one that takes months of hard work. It is quite untrue 
that "all of these groups regularly pubiish their 
communiques and discussion papers throughout Europe 


and North America as well." American and Puerto Rican 


groups publish their communiques in such papers as 
Libertad, Insurgent and Breakthrough, but European 
communiques are quite rare in North America except 
in Resistance. There are a few journals in Europe 


which publish communiques from the guerilia, but they 
frequently are closed down by the police, their ed- 
itors jailed, and their publication confiscation con- 
fiscated. We suggest that our critic's unstated, but 
hinted, opposition to "guerillaism" is the reason 
behind his attempt to invalidate Resistance by claiming 
it's contents to be so easiiy available elsewhere. 

We believe that our aquiring and translating state- 


"We hope to illus- 
trate that armed 

and militant strug- 
gle is a real pos- 
sibility; that others 
in similar circums- 
tances have been able 
to create illegal 
structures from which 
to fight the system, 
and in fact, that we 
Gan Coe” 


RESISTANCE 


oleae T 


ments by the guerilla to be very useful to those in 
North America interested in this topic. 

Our critic must confuse us with someone else when 
he writes that we publish communiques from "in many 
instances racist units." We do not publish any racist 
communiques, but we have published a number of anti- 
racist ones such as those from the Dutch Revolutionary 
Anti-Racist Action and Split Apartheid, as weil as 
the American United Freedom Front which attacked a 
number of multinationals heavily involved in South 
Africa. Gratuitous slurs such as this can hardly be 
considered to be in the interest of a "constructive, 
mutually respectful discussicn." But perhaps our 
comrade is referring to the bloody anti-semitic at- 
tacks which occurred a number of years ago in Paris 
and were blamed on Action Directe; if so our critic 
should check his facts and make sure he is not par- 
roting the official government line. We published 
an interview with AD founder Jean-Marc Roullian and 
some communiques from this guerilla organization in 
which they denied involvement in the attacks and 
pointed out the government's motives in slandering them 

We are not sure what our critic meant when he said 
Resistance is not presented in an anarchist fashion. 
Resistance might be considered an esoteric publication; 
it is not that useful to the general reader, bvt it 
is for those who have a particular interest in it's 
subject matter. We tend not to repeat introductions 
to the various groups whose statements are reprinted, 
but if this is causing confusion amoung our readers 
we will. consider placing more attention on this part 
of our work. We always welcome letters from our readers 


Keep up the good work of your paper! 


~The Friends of Durruti collective 
PO Box 790, Stn,.A 
Vancouver, BO 
Canada, V6C 2N6 
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maar niets 
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Willem, strip in De Witte Krant, one of the first Dutch underground 
magazines, Netherlands, 1967. 


"AUSEEA ` 
Ververend 3:5 


urderarounl 


1. *...and day in, day out, nothing to do but lie here.’ 2. ‘Then why don't 
you go and read something?’ 3.' Nothing is as boring as the underground 
press.' 


Ub eoUT CCS 


Autonomy Centre : An exciting new project has 
taken form in Vancouver , with the opening of 

our first public drop-in and resource space for 
Anarchists, Anti-authoritarians and other social 
rebels, The centre has a large periodical libr- 
ary, books and periodicals for sale and a couple 
of couches so you can relax while your reading 
conversing or plotting the revolution, Approxim- 
ate hours are Thursday 10:30 - 3pm, Fridays 1pem. 
to 5pem., Saturday lp.m, - 6pm. and Sunday 1p.m,.- 
6p.m. Open discussion nights will take place on 
the 2nd tuesday of every month & film and video 
nights will occur on the last Thurxday of the 
month, All of these events will begin at 7 oclock 
in the evening, Phone # is 688- 6778 the address 
is room 202 , 337 West Pender, Vancouver, 


B.C, Blackout, local calander of events, and news 
bulletin, if you haven't seen it around lately 
maybey it's time you wrote them and let them know 
how much you appreciate it, and send them a few 
bucks so they can keep putting it out,Box 66102 
Stn. F, Vancouver B.C. VSN SU 


Diversities( The Hag ), A new lesbian newspaper 
produced by local lesbians, will be out in mid- 
may, Their classified section will offer free 
Space to prisoners, Write to them: Diversities 
c/o 876 Commercial Drive, Vancouver B.C, 


Earth Embassy- volunteer run organization, for 
people concerned with social justice & ecology. 
Earth Enbassy, Box 3183 Vancouver B.C. Canada 
V6B 3X6 ,Phe# is 879-Oh65 


Endless Struggle is a local anarchist, news and 
hardcore zine, featuring articles of local int- 
erest, international listings for political bands 
interviews and more, available at local bookstores 
ar write: Endless Struggle, # 1-11h5 Lily St. Van- 
couver B.C. V51 lHS 3 


Anarchist Black Cross - Box 2881 Vancouver , 
Canada, V6B 3x) 


Open Road - ongoing project,newsjournal, focus on 
militant direct action in europe and international- 
ly, prisons/prisoners, anarcha feminism, native 
struggles and much more. Open Road, Box 6135 Stn.G 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada VÓR Jos 


Prisoners Rights Group- ongoing support for those 
behind the prison walls, monitoring the Canadian 
prison/ justice system, # 303 - 2075 East 12th. 
Vancouver B.& Canada 


Stark Raven - anti authoritarian news, commentary 
and music, with a focus on prisons and prisoners. 
This program can be heard on Vancouvers Co-op 
Radio 102.7 F.M., Monday nights at 9:30p.m. ex- 
cept for the second monday of the month. 


S.F.U, Anarchist Group. Initiating weekly 
discussion and presentations on subjects of 
a libertarian perspective, call 254-6129 


Vancouvers Rape Relief & Women's Shelter 
77 E& 20th Ave. Vancouver, B.C. VSV 1L7 
872-8212 


Vancouver Persons With Aids Coalition , 
autonomous help and councelling for people 
dealing with the Aids crisis 683-3381 


Kinesis- Women's news, from and about women 
'News thats not in the Dailys', local and 
international perspectives, To subscribe 
write: 4301-1720 Grant St. Van, B.C. VSL 2¥6 


The New Catalyst, Newsjournal: P.O. Box 
99, Lilloet, BeGe VOK 1VO, canada 


STOP IT AT THE SOURCE 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
URANIUM MINING 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 


June 16 - 21, 1988 


International Uranium Congress 
2138 McIntyre Street 

Regina, Saskatchewan 
Canada S4P 2R7 

phone 306-522-4168 


THE WIMMINS PRISONER SURVIVAL NETWORK 
P.O. Box 6326 Station A Tordato Ontario MSW 1P7 CANADA 


EERO N 
LEGS 


Harrassment of 


Gay Prisoner 


Chester Vinton Haas III 
# 327322A P.O. 4500 
“Micheal Unit 12FE 67 
Tennessee Colony, Texas 


75861 


"Having just received my first copy 
of your: : + magazine,I must 
call out in absolute mental torment 
because'their just«US! has held this 
gay ,crazy,resister captive too long. 
It seems the powers that be do not 
plan to let me regain my freedom, so 
it is past time to shed some light 
on the whole ordeal ,and try to es- 
cape this prison madness. For your 
information..... A 
Chester was arrested in May 1981 
for an alleged robbery. Chester, refer- 
ing to the justice system says: " here 
in Textass if you are poor and gay, 
forget it. after months and months of 
Plea bargain negotiations between my 
retained lawyer and the STATE,in wh- 
ich I persistently claimed my true 
innocence I realized you only get 
what you pay for in this judicial 
system". Chester was sentenced to 
life in prison. Not having money for 
an appeal lawyer Chester started his 
career as a ‘jailhouse lawyer! Be- 
cause of Chesters' activities, and him 
being out about his sexuality he has 
been subjected to whatever harrass- 
ment the prisoncrats could come up 

with,including regular transfers seg- 
regation,and guard brutality. 

"I believe it is well past the time 
to call on all of you who give a damn 
about another human being and ask you 
to write letters of inquiry to the be- 

low listed autocrats here in the STATE 

OF TEX#ASS.What more can they do that 

they haven't already done before? 

That's how "Jjust#US"works! 1! 

But I believe in "NO SURRENDER"! 111 


Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
P.O.Box 12308 Capitol Station 
Austin TX. 78711 

(In reference to Writ of Habeas 
Corpus No.13,397 ) 


Texas Dept. of Corrections 

Director,James Lynaugh 

P.O.Box 99,Huntsville,TX. 
D 


CORRESPONDE 


I have just read through your first 
issue,it was great!I specially agreed 
with the analysis in Factory Earth. 

It is surely true that the ruling pow- 
ers of our society have turned the en- 
vironment into a maximum production 
facility. The consumption of resources 

is proceeding at a pace which will leave 
the future a legacy of scorched earth and 
piles of refuse. At the basis of this 
there is a greed which not only sacrifices 
the future but also,today, the working 
people from whom the wealth of their 
production is stolen.The welfare of 
people living in the third world where 

a great deal of productive work is done 
is abomniable and is given no thought 

or consideration. communities succumb, 
even entire regions succumb to the imp- 
erialism for wealth and politics for 
power,It is to this system which degrades 
life in all its forms to the lowest 
possible value that we must attach res- 
ponsibility for the destruction of the 
living environment, 

Environmental movements have started to 
save a little of whats left,with hopes 
to conserve as much as possible.Yet it 
is impossible to save the environment: 
Without fündamental changes in society. 
Our success depends upon creating a co- 
operative society which casts aside pol- 
itical power.Governments amount to no 
more than a monopoly to control every 
aspect of life and limit freedom so that 
it becomes no more than a luxury for the 
rich.Such priviledge shall serve no pur- 
Pose in an ecological based society.We 
Shall raise our culture and social organ- 
ization to bring new life to the concept 
of community.This is community without 
Boverning authority,but a federation of 
autonomous social organizations,guilds, 
societies and individuals.This is social 
anarchism,a way people can live in harm- 


ony and peace and hold a right relationship 


to the environment.I believe because the 
ultimate goal is a peaceful society,this 
means it must be achieved in the same way. 
I am glad to see the first issue of No 
Picnic and am sure your efforts will make 
valuable contributions toward social rev- 
olution. 

For Peace And Freedom,Dick Martin 


No Picnic sez 


Hi. Hope you enjoyed the second issue of No Picnic 
We feel preety good about this one. We learned alot 
and know that we've got a long way to go. 

We wanted to say that the article on the Gitksan 
Wet'suwet'en land claims is very important to us.The 
struggles of indigenous peoples the world over to 
reclaim and strengthen their societies and the earth 
are of utmost importance. We share the desires of 
these peoples to live in communities that nurture, 
rather than degrade and destroy life. 

The Archambault brothers' Class Action is a major 
precedent. If anyone knows someone who was in that 
shit hole at the time, try and make sure they get 
the scoop on what's happening. We wish them good luck 
in their struggle! 

We reprinted "Against the Megamachine" to introduce 
an analysis of technological Society and a critique 
thereof. It's a long article but think it's welt 
worth wading through as we share the fundamental per- 
Spectives. 

We wanted to thank these people for submissions: 
Steven, Primitive Nature,Friends of Durruti, Racoon, 

Pauline, Lone, Jean, Terra, Frank and Chester, and C.B. 

Thanks to the Vancouver Anarchist Black Cross for 
the prison/er stuff. Correspondence and feedback from 
prisoners is always welcome. 

The echomedia section is part of an international 
affiliation of groups. Please send us reports, espec- 
ially regional updates. Keep them short and to the 
point and include contacts, sources 
pix and graphics if possible. 

Anybody out there who's into translating Italian, 
French, Spanish, Japanese, Polish, German or Chinese 
into english for free, please contact us ` 

We no thers lots of typos, but tht's the way it goes 
eh. 

Were considering an issue on sexuality and would wel- 
come submissions on that general topic. 

If you are sending material, try laying it out your- 
self. For those that are new at it, check out the BOA 
page for some hints. 

Submission deadline for the next issue is June 7th 
or the 14th if laid out on 83 x 104. Feel free to 
copy or use any material in No Picnic. 


Were grateful for cash donations recieved as this is 
a debt making project. 


The subsciption price is $8.00 for 4 issues, 
free to prisoners. Anyone into distributing No 
Picnic should contact us and we'll let you know 
about bulk rates 

Don't forget about the Anarchist Unconvention 
in Toronto July 1-4. Hope to see you there. 

Keep on. Keep strong. No Picnicers. 


NO PICNIC c/o P.O.BOX 69393 STN.K, VANCOUVER, B.C. 
CANADA, V5K 4W6 


Printed by Press Gang, 
a feminist, worker-controlled 
collective. 


up — ED 
THE UNCONVENTION WILL TAKE PLACE 
JULY 1 =- l INSTEAD OF JUNE 17 - 
20 AS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED! !! 
beggen 


"This was reached at the networking meeting in Atlanta in 
January. The reason for this was to avoid conflict with the seven 
head honchos of the capitalist world having their annual economic 
summit in Toronto. They had changed their dates to the same 
weekend without bothering to tell us. We felt that difficulties with 
border crossings, a large police presence (approx. 8000 extra), and 
a number of events and demonstrations planned made a change of 
date necessary, unfortunate as it is for those planning vacation time. 

The location for the gathering has been set for the 519. 
Church St. Community Centre. Workshops would be held here, and 
space for the banquet is being looked into a couple of blocks away. 
High Park, which covers a large area, will be used as a location for 
Sunday's activities, 

A tentative agenda has been set for the weekend. Thurs- 
day, June 30, will bea welcoming party in the evening at 519 Church 
St, andacheck-in point for those coming into town and getting their 
bearings. Friday will bc a day of workshops, followed by a vegetar- 
ian banquet. Saturday will be a day of more workshops, followed by 
a concert — the Layabouts and MDC have expressed interest in 
playing. Sunday will be set aside for a day of networking, the details 
of which were discussed in Atlanta. Projects such as co-publishing, 
computer, prison and gay networks would be followed up on this 
day, as well as any other groups that were interested in forming 
networks. See the new issue of Mayday for details. Plans are also 
afoot to hold an outdoor music festival in the same park on Sunday. 
This event would begin mid afternoon so as not to detract from time 
intended for those with a more serious purpose. Monday will be the 
Day Of Action, a day sct aside to provide an opportunity to put 
theory into practise. 

Due to the great variety in the types of actions planned we 
will try tbe as prepared as possible for any situation, hoping to avoid 
arrests but providing for jail supportetc. if necessary. To quote from 
last year's Minneapolis mailout: "We feel confident that if intelli- 
gence is used this action can bea very strong one. Since many people 
will not know each other itis vital that everybody understand that the 
consequences of any of our actions will come down on everybody.” 
We ask people to bring bail money if possible, and any vehicles, 
bicycles or skateboards you might have. More information, with 
maps and legal info, will be available at the gathering. 

Many people have asked about accomodation for the 
weekend. If there are people you know or relatives in town we 
encourage you to inconvenience them. Crash space will be plentiful, 
beds will be scarce but nobody will be turned away. Although 
Toronto is a large city it is safe enough to allow for backyard 
camping. More details will be available in the next mailout. 


REGIONAL CONTACTS 


We'd like to thank those people who have offered to be 
regional contacts: 


Vancouver B.C.~-Chaotic Distribution 604-291-2314 
Argenta, B.C. Dick Martin 604-366-4370; 

Kingston, Ont. Pam and Peter 613-544-2382 

Ouawa, Ont. Scan and Chantel 705-749-7130 

Montreal, Quebec Socialisme et Liberte 514-844-3207 
Atlanta, GA, Circle A 404-373-5998 

New Orleans, LA Jimmy McPherson 504-523-1785 
Minneapolis MN Back Room Books 612-870-7008 
Monte Rio, CA Feral Faun P.O.Box 48, Monte Rio, 95462 
Mesa, AZ Naomi Green 7927 E. Garnet. 85028 


These regional contacts can assist in coordinating rides to 
and from the gathering, and can help with crash space for stopovers 
along the way. Also if your group, or a bunch of you, have a specific 
concem about the gathering it is best to contact us through your 
regional contact. This will save on your phone and mailing costs. 


) SURVIVAL GATHERING 


THE 1988 ANARCHIST UNCONVENTION Joy t-4 
P.O. BOX 435 STN P, TORONTO ONT. M5S 259 CANADA 


WORKSHOPS 


Since our last mailout we have received many proposals 
for workshops. The ones listed below are confirmed, meaning 
that people have committed to doing them, and have sent us 
Outlines of what each will encompass. If you're interested in 
Organizing a workshop that is not on this list, send us a proposal 
by mid April at the very latest. Your proposal should include a 
brief description of form and content, as well as whether you see 
it as a discussion group, an affinity group or a skills workshop. 
Although we would like your proposal by the end of April, there 
will be time set aside on the agenda for spontaneous workshops. 
If you see a workshop on this list that sounds like what you were 
planning, or that you would like to work on, get in contact with 
the person who sent us the proposal. You can get their name and 
address from Gary care of the Gathering address. 


Here is what we've got: 


Affinity group: 

Prisoners and prisons, Animal liberation, Spirituality, 
Mutual Aid / alternative economics, People of colour, Queer 
anarchists, Back to the land: survival, East bloc solidarity 


Discussion group: 

Strategies in the anarchist movement, Ecofeminism, 
History of alternative politics, Anarcho-pacifism, Worker owned/ 
run industry, Iroquois thought and social ecology, anarchist and 
indian struggle, Youth liberation 


Skills workshop 

Facilitation , Radio, Creative performance, Using scraps/ 
waste (dumpster diving), Squatting, Wimmins' self defense, 
Street theater, Wimmins' health skills, Resistance to medical 
authority 


The following is a list of proposed workshops that have 
not been confirmed. Concern was expressed at various events/ 
meetings that these topics need to be further explored and 
discussed. We are seeking interested people to take on the 
responsibility for facilitation. 


Discussion group: 

Non-ideological anarchism, Music of anarchism, 
Anarchism and ‘third world’ struggle, Labour issues, Coalition 
work and anarchism, Indigenous survival and anarchism, Central 
american imperialism and anarchism, Schools, Youth Libcration, 
Sexuality, Dealing with nazis, AIDS, 


Skills workshops: 

Food Preparation, Food co-ops, Health (natural healing), 
Growing food, Physical skills(Tai Chi, dance), Shelter, Dircct 
action, Clothing (knitting, beading, cheap clothes, ect), Educa- 
tion, Animal care, Wilderness skills, Communications, Home- 
brewing beer 

If you would like to contribute material that you fecl 


would help with the workshops, then feel free to send it to us, c/o 
the workshop committte 


Please answer those questionnaires pertinent to you and return as soon as possible to: 


A Survival Gathering 
P.O. Box 435 Sm. P 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSS-2S9 


Genie 


JULY 
1-4,88 


In order for us to plan for your accomodation, interpreta- - 
tion and dietary needs we have put together a little questionnaire. 
Your response to these questions will give us a better idea of 

what to expect and what to plan for. At this point we cannot give ` 
you any guarantee that al! your wishes will be fulfilled, but we 
will do our best. We would very much appreciate it if you could E 


Montreal has already offered 10 provide french-english 
interpretation and we have one person who can provide sign 3 
language. Montreal will also be giving some workshops in french 
at which they will translate to english. i 


YE I have made my own arrangements 

Le I need accomodation: 
C I prefer smoke-free [7]. animal-free 
[C] wheetchair accessible 

I live in Toronto and can provide housing 

for how many people ? Lee 


o 


type (please specify).............. e 
C] 1 need childcare 
for how many children ? 


INTERPRETATION 

I need interpretation to English 

from what language ?................ s = 

I need sign-language interpretation 

I can provide interpretation or sign language 
which or what language 3. 


bo ` E 


DIET 


Tam a vegan 
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I am a vegetarian 
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name: | 
address: 
city: ] 
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